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ADMINISTRATION OF JIMMY CARTER 


Week Ending Friday, October 31, 1980 


Health and Medical Care for 
Love Canal Area Residents 


Statement on a Request to Congress for 
Appropriations. October 24, 1980 


I have sent to the Congress a budget 
amendment to provide more than $3.8 
million for medical examinations and 
health studies for the people exposed to 
contamination in the Love Canal area of 
Niagara Falls, N.Y. This request supple- 
ments some $640,000 in funds from the 
Center for Disease Control and the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency. 

Last May, because of concern about the 
potential health effects from exposure to 
chemical wastes, I declared an emergency 
for the Love Canal neighborhood and 
authorized relocation of about 700 fami- 
lies to temporary quarters. At the same 
time, I committed Federal resources to 
conduct further health and environmental 
studies in the area. 

This appropriation request will make 
available funds for the Center for Disease 
Control in conjunction with the State 
University of New York at Buffalo, to 
carry out my commitment to residents of 
the area. 

These funds will provide for a complete 
medical examination for each of the ap- 
proximately 4,000 adults and children 
who lived in the area as of June 1978. 
These examinations will consist of medical 
history interviews, laboratory tests at a 
clinic to be established near the area, 
physical examination, and clinical fol- 
lowup. Funds for special chromosome, 


nerve conduction, and psychological stud- 
ies are included in this request. 

Related environmental analyses will be 
carried out by the Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency. 

I urge the Congress to act quickly on 
the measure when it reconvenes on No- 
vember 12. 


Interview With the President 


Question-and-Answer Session With 
Clifford Evans of RKO General 
Broadcasting. October 24, 1980 


ISRAEL 


Mr. Evans. There is much concern about 
the anti-Israel resolutions, UNESCO and 
in the General Assembly, and other at- 
tempts to isolate Israel in the world com- 
munity. Now, what are we, what is the 
United States doing about this? 

Tue Preswent. Well, I am very dis- 
turbed by the efforts of the enemies of 
Israel to isolate Israel in the world com- 
munity. We will not permit this to happen. 
Not only is Israel our friend and our ally, 
but attempts to isolate Israel are also 
intended to weaken this country and also 
to destroy the progress that we have made 
already with the Camp David accords and 
the peace treaty between Israel and Egypt. 

We are committed to the Camp David 
accords, and we are committed to the 
peace effort that is continuing, all based 
on the proposition of honoring U.N. 242, 
passed earlier in the General Assembly 
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and in the Security Council. We have 
made it clear, for instance, that we will 
veto any change in U.N. Resolution 242. 

We oppose the creation of an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state. As I have re- 
peatedly said, we oppose a PLO state. But 
I want to go even further. Whenever in 
the future the United Nations is misused 
or abused on Israeli-Arab issues with 
malicious and unfair and one-sided res- 
olutions, we will oppose them, and in the 
Security Council we will veto them. Sec- 
retary Muskie gave fair warning that this 
would be our policy, on August the 20th 
when he spoke at the General Assembly 
or Security Council. Now I want to say 
it emphatically and clearly, so there can 
be no misunderstanding in anyone’s mind. 

Also, I want to make it clear again that 
we will not permit any isolation of Israel 
in other United Nations organizations, 
nor will we allow the United Nations to 
be used as a propaganda organ for the 
PLO. That is the reason we voted against 
the Women’s Plan in Copenhagen this 
summer. It contained anti-Israeli lan- 
guage and called for the diversion of funds 
out of the United Nations funds to the 
PLO. 

For this same reason I personally inter- 
vened with various heads of government 
to obtain their support to prevent the PLO 
becoming an observer in the recent delib- 
erations of the World Bank and the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund. We were 
successful in this effort after a massive at- 
tempt by the other side to change this 
longstanding policy. 

When two Islamic nations introduced 
a resolution to reject Israel’s credentials 
at UNESCO’s General Assembly in Bel- 
grade just last month, in September, I 
again intervened and got other nations 
to help us stop it. And earlier this week 
I instructed our delegation at the 
UNESCO conference not to participate 
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nor to be present even in any session at 
which Yassir Arafat appeared. 

We took similar strong action at the 
national tourism conference in Manila 
when another effort was made early this 
month to drive Israel out. We stopped 
that effort, too. 

We have successfully opposed every ef- 
fort to reject Israel’s credentials at the 
current session of the U.N. General As- 
sembly, and I have made our position 
clear. If such an effort should be success- 
ful, and I don’t believe it would, then I 
see no way that we could continue even to 
participate in the deliberations of that 
body. 

Well, these are a few examples that 
come to mind offhand about our staunch 
support for Israel and our staunch com- 
mitment not to permit the isolation of 
Israel nor to permit Israel to be driven 
out of the General Assembly or embar- 
rassed nor to use the General Assembly or 
United Nations bodies to promote the 
PLO. 


MILITARY SALES TO SAUDI ARABIA 


Mr. Evans. Let me throw you a curve, 
Mr. President. What about the recent 
story that the Department of Defense is 
considering changing our commitment of 
1978 and now is prepared to sell to 
Saudi Arabia, for their F-15’s, equipment 
that would give them offensive capability 
against Israel. I am speaking about such 
things as bomb racks. Now, lay it out. Just 
what is that situation? 

Tue Preswent. That is not a curve. I 
welcome that question, as a matter of fact. 


There will be absolutely no change in 
the assurance given to the Congress in 
1978 by Secretary Harold Brown, acting 
under my instructions, on the sale of 
F-15’s to the Saudi Arabians. In accord- 
ance with those assurances, we will not 
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agree to provide offensive capabilities 
for the planes that might be used against 
Israel, and that obviously includes bomb 
racks. 


FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR NEW YORK 
CITY 


Mr. Evans. I am a New Yorker, Mr. 
President, so I ask you this: Are you truly 
serious when you say that you want to 
help New York City with its staggering 
financial problems of welfare costs and 
the costs of Medicaid? 

Tue Present. We have had a con- 
sistently good record in dealing closely 
with the mayor of New York, both Mayor 
Beame and now Ed Koch. The Governor 
of New York, the congressional delegation 
of New York, shortly after the 1976 elec- 
tion was over, they came down to Georgia 
and met with me. We spelled out a 4-year 
agenda to keep New York from going into 
bankruptcy, and we have been successful. 
We have channeled massive funds into 
New York City and in other cities in the 
State that are in trouble since that time. 

The Democratic National Convention 
in its platform this year gave a commit- 
ment to assume, for the Federal Govern- 
ment to assume the costs of welfare. I 
announced the other night in New York 
that I support this Democratic platform. I 
also announced that after the 1980 elec- 
tion I will sit down with the mayor, the 
Governor, and the congressional delega- 
tion, and we will work out again a 4-year 
agenda to carry out the commitments that 
we have made. 


PRESIDENTS HEALTH 


Mr. Evans. Your voice sounds a little 
scratchy, Mr. President, between the 
rigors of campaigning and the responsibil- 
ity of being the President. How do you 
feel? 
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Tue Presivent. I feel very good. Ob- 
viously, when you make 12 or 13 speeches 
a day and don’t get much rest in between, 
your voice gets a little tired. But I feel 
very good, very confident, looking forward 
to the next 10 days and, I hope after that, 
the next 4 years. 


CAMPAIGN DEBATE 


Mr. Evans. And Tuesday evening, of 
course, as that debate is just around the 
corner, the debate with Ronald Reagan. 
The American people have been looking 
forward to this for some time. Are you 
ready to cross verbal swords with Ronald 
Reagan? 

THE PRESIDENT. It is something I have 
been looking forward to for a long time, 
also. We have accepted five or six in- 
dividual invitations to have a two-man 
debate with Governor Reagan. This is 
what I have been waiting for. I am look- 
ing forward to it. 

Mr. Evans. There you have the views 
of the President. From the Oval Office 
here in the White House, Clifford Evans, 
RKO General Broadcasting. 

NOTE: The interview began at 1:20 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. 


As printed above, the interview follows the 
text of the White House press release. 


Gloucester City, New Jersey 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Area Residents. 
October 24, 1980 


CAMPAIGN ISSUES 


Tue PresipENT. Well, to Cass and Jim 
and all the famil,, I want to say, first of 
all, thank you, and particularly Eilene. 
[Laughter] She pointed out that the 
Phillies did the country a great service, 
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recently, because, you know, nobody pays 
any attention to the Presidential election 
until after the World Series is over. 
[Laughter] And their getting through in 
6 games saves us a little time, right? 
[Applause] Also, she pointed out that his- 
torically, whenever the National League 
wins the World Series, do you know what 
happens in the Presidential election? 
What happens? [Applause] The Demo- 
crats win, right? [Applause] The Demo- 
crats win, too. So thank you, Eilene, that’s 
a good reminder. 

Also, my mother has just about paid 
her hospital and doctor bills betting on 
the Phillies this last—[laughter]. She’s 
taken all—the first time anybody ever 
took money from the doctors in the hos- 
pital. She did it this time. 

Well, I’m very grateful to have a chance 
to come here to this Knights of Columbus 
Hall. It reminds me very deeply and per- 
sonally that President Kennedy was ac- 
tive, as you know, in his own local Knights 
of Columbus, and that’s where he learned, 
I think, to represent the true ideals and 
the principles of the Democratic Party— 
one of public service, community service 
in a generous and unselfish way, and that 
typifies what all of you feel in your own 
hearts. 

This is a time of service. It’s a time 
when our Nation’s principles are tested. 
And every 4 years when we have a chance 
to present to the American people the 
record of an incumbent administration 
like ours, which is Democratic, to point 
out that we are in the history and the 
theme and commitment and _ principles 
and ideals and tradition of Franklin 
Roosevelt, Harry Truman, John Kennedy, 
Lyndon Johnson, it’s kind of a reassuring 
thing to remind us every now and then of 
the sharp differences. 


One of those differences, obviously, is 
to deal effectively with the economic af- 


Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1980 


fairs of our country. As you know, we 
were hit very severely last year by eco- 
nomics that endangered the well-being of 
the working families of our country, when 
OPEC Arab nations raised the price of 
oil more in 1 year than the price of oil 
had increased since it was first discovered 
in Pennsylvania in the 1800’s. As you 
know, the inflation rate got up around 
20 percent for a while, and we started 
taking action, tightening up on the Fed- 
eral budget spending, working for a higher 
productivity of workers. And for the last 
3 months, we’ve had the average down 
around 7 percent for the last 3 months. 
The figures we got today were a sharp 
reminder that now and in the future we’ve 
got to deal with inflation in a very effec- 
tive and very firm way. 

The proposal that we have advocated 
for next year—after the election, not dur- 
ing an election year—to have a tax stimu- 
lus to create new tools, new factories, 
new jobs for American workers, is anti- 
inflationary in its impact. It will not 
only give us a better life, better jobs, 
but will cut down inflation. Governor 
Reagan, on the other hand, has proposed 
the so-called Reagan-Kemp-Roth pro- 
posal, which gives great awards to rich 
people but saddles the rest of us with 
enormous inflationary pressures. It’s just 
like pouring gasoline on a fire, to add the 
Reagan-Kemp-Roth proposal to high in- 
flationary pressures. Governor Reagan’s 
own running mate, George Bush, said it 
would cause inflation rates up to 30 per- 
cent, and he called it “voodoo economics.” 
And we Democrats don’t want any “voo- 
doo economics.” And so just like the Phil- 
lies won, Eilene, Democrats have got to 
win to keep this country on a stable basis, 
to keep our folks working good, okay? 

Now I think it’s good for me to answer 
questions that you might have and, I’m 
very eager to. 
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QUESTIONS 


TAX REDUCTION PROPOSALS 


Q. In view of what you’ve just said, do 
you think considering the independence of 
Congress during the recent years that you 
or any President can deal with them to 
put through a program in order to deal 
with our economic ills? 

Tue Preswent. Yes, ma’am, I do. 
We've had very good success in dealing 
with the Congress the last 3% years. 
We've passed about 80 percent of all the 
legislation we’ve sent to the Democratic 
Congress. And on this particular tax pro- 
posal, we’ve consulted very closely with 
the leaders on the House and Senate side. 
I don’t say that we’ll come out 100 per- 
cent with what we advocate, but the basic 
thrust of it will be similar to what Presi- 
dent Kennedy did back in 1963. 

He put forward a proposal then, which 
you may remember; I do. It was 100 per- 
cent designed to let American industries 
reinvest their profits into new factories, 


new tools, new jobs to keep our people at 
work. At that time, the inflation rate was 
only about 1 percent; now it’s much 
higher. And it’s more important now than 
it was then even, not to have a highly in- 
flationary tax proposal. 


So, over 50 percent of our tax proposal 
will be designed to create those new tools, 
new factories, and new jobs for American 
workers. And the other part of it, which 
will help families and those who are wage 
earners, will compensate for the increases 
in social security taxes already on the law 
books; it'll give you a tax refund so you 
won’t have to pay any more money. And 
it does one other thing which I think is 
important, long overdue. Now, when a 
husband and wife work and both have 
some income, they pay a higher income 
tax than a man and woman who both 
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work and who live together who are not 
married. This is called a “marriage pen- 
alty,” and so we are going to advocate 
that we remove that marriage penalty, 
which will be a tax reduction for married 
families that have more than one working 
and also remove the penalty on people for 
getting married. 

So, with those two exceptions—on so- 
cial security offsets and the marriage pen- 
alty—the rest of our tax reduction will go 
toward new jobs, new plants, and new 
tools. And the total effect of our tax pro- 
posal will be to cut down inflation rather 
than to make inflation higher. 


Governor Reagan’s proposal, 90 per- 
cent of it, goes for personal income taxes 
which will primarily reward the very rich. 
If you make $200,000 a year, any of you 
that are here that make that, you will 
probably be for Governor Reagan. 
[Laughter] And only 10 percent of it goes 
to create those new tools and new jobs for 
Americans. And it’ll be highly inflationary, 
because it will dump, between now and 
1987, a trillion dollars, which is a thou- 
sand billion dollars, into purchasing 
power to bid up the cost of a limited 
amount of goods because industry won’t 
be producing more because they won’t 
have that tax privilege. 

So, mine doesn’t go quite as far as 
President Kennedy’s does, since almost 
100 percent of his went for business in- 
vestment and new jobs, but it goes along 
that line. So, yes, it will be anti-inflation- 
ary in nature, not inflationary in nature. 

I can’t overlook you. 


AMERICAN HOSTAGES IN IRAN 


Q. Do you know when the American 
hostages are going to be released yet? 


THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t. 


You know, one thing that concerns me 
a lot lately has been a buildup in the 
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American press—the television, radio, and 
newspapers—of expectations that the 
hostages are going to come home early, 
that I don’t think are justified. I don’t 
have any way to know when the hostages 
might come home. And I think for us to 
expect that they’re going to come home 
this weekend or next week or the follow- 
ing week is going to lead to very bitter dis- 
appointments in our country if they don’t 
come home when we think they might. 

What we have done, since the very first 
day they were taken, is to protect their 
lives and their safety and make sure that 
someday they could come home to free- 
dom and, also, not to violate our Nation’s 
principles and our Nation’s honor. But I 
think it would be a mistake for anyone to 
start trying to put a time schedule on 
when they’re coming home. We’ve been 
disappointed too many times. So, let’s just 
hope and pray they come home safely 
someday and don’t plan on any particular 
date at this point. 

Don’t forget to pray for them, okay? 
Good. 

ABORTION 


Q. Mr. President, what is your stand on 
abortion, and how does it compare to 
Governor Reagan’s? 

THe Presiwent. I have a very deep, 
personal opposition to abortion. I don’t 
think that the Federal Government ought 
to spend any money to pay for abortions, 
unless the mother’s life is directly in dan- 
ger or unless the pregnancy is a result of 
rape or incest and she reports that rape or 
incest very quickly after becoming preg- 
nant. This has been my position for a long 
time, and I believe that that’s the best 
approach to it. 

As you know, an incumbent President 
has to take an oath of office, Joey, that if 
the Congress passes a law or if the Su- 
preme Court rules on the matter of abor- 
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tion, I have to carry out the law. And so 
that’s my belief. I don’t think we need a 
constitutional amendment on it, but I'll 
do everything I can, as I have in the past, 
not to let Federal funds be used to pay for 
abortions and to minimize any need for 
abortion in this country. 


PRESIDENTS PROUDEST ACHIEVEMENT 


Q. What’s your proudest achievement 
since you've been President? 

Tue PreswwentT. Well, it’s hard to 
know—well, you say what’s your proudest 
achievement? Every President has to deal 
on a daily basis with crises, with trouble- 
spots around the world, and every Presi- 
dent has available to him the enormous 
power of the United States—military 
weapons, troops, and so forth. I think my 
proudest achievement is having kept our 
Nation at peace, because it’s a temptation, 
when there is a troubled area in the world, 
to want to stick American military forces 
in there to try to resolve it. I’ve not had 
to do that, and I believe that this is the 
most important, single thing that I’ve 
done. 

My first responsibility is to keep our 
Nation secure and to have a strong de- 
fense. And all of the 8 years before I be- 
came President, the Republicans had let 
defense spending go down 37 percent, and 
I felt our Nation was in danger of not be- 
ing the strongest nation on Earth. We have 
reversed that in every year. We have built 
up and will continue to build up our 
commitment to defense. I’ve said many 
times—I know the press here has heard 
me say a lot of times—that the best 
weapon is one that’s never used in combat, 
and the best soldier is one that never has 
to lay his life down on the field of battle. 

So, to keep our Nation strong and at 
peace, that’s my proudest achievement. 
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And I pray God that I’ll have that record 
when I go out of office. 


SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 


Q. Mr. President, I’d like to know what 
you and your administration’s doing about 
the social security situation in this coun- 
try right now. There’s a lot of hullaballoo 
in the newspapers and television that it’s 
going broke. 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 


Q. Id like to know just what your 
position is on keeping it strong and saving 
a lot of people in this country that depend 
on it. 

Tue Present. Yes, I’d like to answer 
that. You may or may not remember in 
1976, almost exactly 4 years ago, when I 
was campaigning around the country and 
so was President Ford, the biggest con- 
cern that people had when I went to a 
group like this was, “The social security 
system is on the way to bankruptcy.” But 
I and the Democratic Congress, particu- 
larly Jim Florio, Bill Bradley, and others, 
have worked to get the social security 
system back on a sound basis. And it will 
be kept sound and free of bankruptcy as 
long as you have a Democrat in the White 
House. We will not permit any taxation 
of social security benefits, and we will con- 
tinue to have social security benefits in- 
creased enough to compensate for the rise 
in inflation. 


I just read today a Wall Street Journal 
article. As you know, the Wall Street Jour- 
nal is a strong Republican newspaper and 
a strong supporter of Governor Reagan. 
It had an article on the front page—may- 
be somebody’s got it here—“Reagan’s 23 
Teams Feed Him Hot Ideas on How to 
Run the United States.” One of the things 
that they propose is that they do away 
with the minimum wage. Another one is 
that they reduce social security payments 
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and a whole series of things that accurately 
mirror what Governor Reagan has said in 
the past, even after he began running for 
President, and which he later says he’s 
changed his mind about. 

But I think this kind of article, in a 
paper that supports Mr. Reagan, shows 
what we might expect if he should go in 
office. And there are a lot of other things 
in here like that, too—that they would cut 
off Federal funding for any city, for in- 
stance, that had rent control and not per- 
mit any more housing funds coming in, 
and would let States do away with food 
stamps if they want to, and let States have 
their own kind of welfare programs and 
not let the Federal Government support 
them. And another thing that I know you 
all are concerned about—property taxes— 
Governor Reagan has also proposed that 
the cost of education, for instance, and 
the cost of welfare, be put on the States 
and local governments. 


Those are the kind of things that con- 
cern me very deeply, and so far we’ve 
not been able to get Governor Reagan to 
be specific on how he’s going to cut the 
budget so deeply. But I think this kind of 
shows who’s going to get cut. But don’t 
worry about social security being sound 
and maintained as I told you it was, as 
long as a Democrat is in the White House. 


AID FOR PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 


Q. How do you feel about aid to paro- 
chial schools? 

Tue PresivenT. We have given, as you 
know, an increasing amount of aid to 
parochial schools, and we'll continue to 
do that. We’ve worked especially strongly 
on going along with the guarantee that 
every young child who finishes high school, 
regardless of how poor the family might 
be, to be guaranteed of a college educa- 
tion, either for direct grants, or Govern- 
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ment-guaranteed loans, for work-study 
programs, and sometimes for scholarships. 
The only thing that I’ve disagreed with is 
the tax credit. But I believe that we will 
go ahead and continue to increase the 
allotment of Federal funds for the paro- 
chial and for the public schools. 


PROSPECTS FOR HOME BUYERS 


Q. Mr. President, first of all, I’d like to 
thank you very much for honoring 
Gloucester City—first of all, it’s a great 
town—and secondly, for honoring our 
family. I would like to ask—I think one 
of the American dreams in our society 
today is for people to own a home. Many 
people in the age group around 21 to 35 
are having a problem fulfilling this dream. 
Now, the mortgage rates approximately 6 
months ago were very, very high; for- 
tunately, the last few months, they have 
been lower. When you elect a President, 
you hope that these rates will stay down, 
and how would you try to make sure that 
they will stay down? 


Tue Presipent. Well, obviously the 
best way to hold down mortgage rates is 
to control inflation. And I think another 
way is to make sure that the policies of 
banks are exposed to the public to analyze 
if they are or are not charging interest 
rates that are higher than the economic 


circumstances warrant. The American 
dollar has strengthened tremendously 
overseas. We’ve got a good sound econ- 
omy. And the figures from last month 
showed that the housing starts in this 
country have jumped up substantially 
above 1% million home units per year, as 
you know. Interest rates are too high, And 
I’ll continue to work on them. I think the 
main thing is what I’ve already des- 
scribed—is the tax policies for the future. 

If you make American workers more 
productive—we’re already the highest 
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producing workers in the world, but we 
haven’t been gaining as much lately— 
and if you may have good harmony be- 
tween management and labor—you prob- 
ably noticed a couple years ago, almost 
every headline showed that there were 
wildcat strikes in the coal mines. You 
haven’t seen that in the last 2 years, be- 
cause the mineworkers and the manage- 
ment have been cooperating on how we 
could produce more American coal. You 
might be interested in knowing that this 
year we'll produce more American coal 
than any year in the history of our Na- 
tion. And we’ve done the same thing in 
the steel industry, the same thing in the 
automobile industry, to get those indus- 
tries working together toward the future, 
with government on the one hand, and 
with management and labor on the other. 
Also, we’ve begun to work more closely 
with industry now, which we hadn’t done 
before, on environmental protection laws, 
to make sure that the steel industry could 
put its investments back in their own 
modernized plants and still not cause a 
deterioration in the quality of our air. 
The final point is this: We have a good 
working relationship with Congress. Jim 
Florio has been a very strong adviser for 
me and a good partner with me. He 
worked with me, for instance, to get ap- 
proval for the Camden Veterans’ Hospital 
that we’re going to build—$75 million 
there—to serve several hundred thousand 
veterans in this area. That’s part of a 
better life for people who have homes in 
this area. We’ve got a senior citizens home 
that’s going to be built; I think it’s got 90 
units. And of course, we’re also providing 
ways for people to buy their own homes 
by bringing the Saratoga in here to get it 
repaired, and which has created, as you 
know, about eight or nine thousand jobs. 
So, the combination of productive 
workers, holding down inflation, planning 
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for the future, giving people a better life 
where they live, all will contribute to in- 
creased housing in this area. And we've 
had enormous increases in the number of 
home units allocated for New Jersey—I 
think much more on a per capita basis 
than have the average States had. 
Yes, sir? In the back row. 


ENERGY SOURCES 


Q. Mr. President, the oil so critical to 
our national defense—have you consid- 
ered the acceleration of conversion of our 
oil-fired electric generator units over to 
coal, and also increased their speeding up 
the licensing of those nuclear powerplants 
that are basically fully completed right 
now since the Three Mile Island incident? 

Tue Presiwent. Yes. We have identi- 
fied over 100 oil-burning powerplants, 
mostly on the East Coast—a few burn nat- 
ural gas—all of which can be converted 
over to coal without lowering our air pol- 
lution standards. And we’ve asked the 
Congress to move expeditiously and al- 
ready got the bill through the Senate, by 
the way. It’s called oil back-out legisla- 
tion. It will let a utility convert over to 
coal, help them pay for the cost of the 
conversion—sometimes with loans, some- 
times with grants—and also gives them 
an extra allotment of funds when neces- 
sary to put in the air exhaust scrubbers to 
make sure that the air pollution standards 
are not lowered. 


In addition to that, after the Three 
Mile Island incident, we had the so-called 
Kemeny report, that made recommenda- 
tions on how the existing and planned nu- 
clear powerplants could be made more 
standard in their design, constructed so 
they’d be more safe, operated more uni- 
formly, and also have the personnel in 
them trained better. And we are now be- 
ginning to give licenses again to those 
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atomic powerplants that had been held up 
for so long. The first licenses are going to 
those powerplants that are almost an exact 
copy of a powerplant that’s working now 
successfully. And the Nuclear Regulatory 
Agency [Commission] is moving on that 
item to let those atomic powerplants start 
producing power and to let new ones be 
licensed. 


So, I think that combination of backing 
out utilities from using oil and natural 
gas, shifting to coal, plus the licensing of 
nuclear powerplants, will help to meet the 
goals you described. Both of those are well 
on the way, and I hope this oil back-out 
legislation can now get through the House. 
I know Jim Florio’s for it. He’ll be helping 
us with it. It’s already passed the Senate. 


INFLATION 


Q. Mr. President, I deal in the fresh 
food business all the time. And I come in 
contact every day with people that, 
through inflation, are having trouble get- 
ting the food on the table—everyday, you 
know, and that’s not just once a month or 
anything. And I was wondering if your 
economic advisers have ever come to you 
and said there is a possibility someday of 
a zero inflation rate? 

THE PresiweENT. In July we had a zero 
inflation rate, and I hope you enjoyed that 
month—{laughter|—because it’s the first 
time we’d had one, I think in 13 years, and 
obviously we haven’t had one since. That 
was kind of an aberration. But at that 
time, food prices had pretty well leveled 
off. 

The high inflation rate that we’ve got 
today was to a large extent due to in- 
creased food prices. As you know, on a 
worldwide basis, grain prospects are very 
low. The Soviet Union will produce about 
20 million tons of grain less than we 
thought they would a week or two ago. 
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Our grain harvest is going to be down be- 
cause of drought in some areas, including 
New Jersey. Argentina is having a poor 
grain year and also Australia and Canada. 
So all those nations—really the only ones 
that export any appreciable amount of 
grain; the Soviets import—have a short 
crop in prospect, and that tends to drive 
up the price of feed grain. The feed grain 
tends to drive up the price of beef and 
pork and poultry that eat the grain and 
milk cows that give milk. 

So I think that those food price pres- 
sures have driven up the cost of living. 
As I pointed out, though, in the last 3 
months we have had an inflation rate 
down to 7 percent, but these new figures— 
which is about 12 percent a year for this 
1 month—show us that we’ve got to be 
extremely careful about inflation as the 
number one economic threat in the 
months ahead. We can’t have a massive 
Federal deficit, we can’t have a massive 
election year tax cut, we cannot have a 
lowering of our ability to control govern- 
ment spending. These are exactly the 
things that Governor Reagan has proposed 
with his Reagan-Kemp-Roth bill, to give 
people a massive election year tax cut 
which would fan the fires of inflation. So 
that’s a basic difference between us on 
economics, and I hope the American peo- 
ple will understand it. Controlling infla- 
tion is our number one domestic commit- 
ment. 

NATIONAL DEFENSE 


Q. Mr. President, I’ve been reading for 
a couple of years now, in the press, that 
our defense, our general defense stature, 
is not what it’s supposed to be, and yet 
I hear from the Federal Government 
that it is. Are we—is our defense in order, 
or is there much room for improvement? 

Tue Present. Yes, our defense is in 
good condition. We are the strongest na- 
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tion on Earth militarily, and we’ve taken 
steps since I’ve been in office to correct a 
downward trend. For the last 15 years, 
the Soviets have had a steady upward in- 
crease, every year, in their expenditures 
for defense, for armaments. Seven of the 
8 years when Presidents Nixon and Ford 
were in the White House, we had a 
decrease in American expenditure for 
defense. Over that 8-year period, our ex- 
penditures for defense went down 37 per- 
cent in real dollars. 

Since I’ve been in the White House, 
I have every year increased our commit- 
ment to defense, above and beyond the 
inflationary cost. And for the next 5 years, 
I’ve presented to the Congress a projec- 
tion of continued annual increases in our 
defense expenditures. 


We’ve corrected a lot of things. You 
live near a shipyard and you probably have 
kept up with it, but before I came in 
office we didn’t have any Trident sub- 
marine and Trident missile program on- 
going. It was tied up with $2.4 billion of 
lawsuits, and the construction had almost 
come to a screeching start [halt]. Now 
the Trident submarine program and its 
missile are well on the way. We did not 
have any air-launched or _ ground- 
launched cruise missile procram. This 
next year, we'll manufacture about 3,000 
of those and have them put into effect. 
We didn’t have any way to defend our 
fixed silo missiles, which were becoming 
vulnerable to Soviet attack. Now we have 
the MX missile system that we’ve pro- 
posed to the Congress, and I predict it will 
be approved and will go into production. 
That’s just in the nuclear weaponry alone. 

We also didn’t have any military pres- 
ence in the Persian Gulf region. That was 
a very serious defect in our defense capa- 
bility. That’s a troubled part of the world. 
And now we have two major aircraft car- 
rier task forces in the northern Indian 
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Ocean around the Persian Gulf region, 
and we’ve made arrangements for facili- 
ties to be used in case of an emergency 
in five different locations in that region. 
We’ve now begun to build up our rapid 
deployment force, because it’s something 
that we can send overseas in a hurry to 
any troublespot in the world. We have 
pre-positioned materiel for 10,000 Ma- 
rines to use if we need to bring them into 
that troubled region of the world, and 500 
airplanes already have pre-positioned; 
fuel and armaments to use if we have to. 

We’ve worked out with our NATO 
Allies a 15-year plan now. NATO was in 
the doldrums when I took office and was 
kind of dispirited. Now there’s a new 
spirit, a new sense of communication and 
commitment in NATO. We've got a 15- 
year plan for steady increases in our 
buildup of forces there. 

Some other things that have helped us, 
too, militarily. For instance, we’ve now 
formed a friendship with a fourth of the 
people on Earth, in China, with normal 
diplomatic relations which will help to 
stabilize the Asian continent in the future. 
We don’t have a military treaty with them, 
but now we’re working with them to help 
keep that strategic area calm. We still 
have maintained our good trade relation- 
ships with Taiwan, as you know. And in 
Japan and South Korea and Australia 
and New Zealand, where we have alli- 
ances, we’ve strengthened those as well. 

The point is that all these things have 
been done in the last 3/2 years. And we’ve 
worked so that the Congress, and I, and 
the public who want to study it, know that 
this is what we’ve done, and this is what 
we're going to do over a full 8-year period, 
which keeps us strong, lets us meet any 
challenge, and lets us protect our inter- 
ests. And by using those military strengths 
in a calm, carefully considered and ef- 
fective way, we have kept our Nation at 
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peace. We haven’t had to prove that our 
military forces were all-powerful; we just 
want to make sure that people know it. 

The last point is that in any election 
year, you’re going to hear those who are 
outside the White House complaining be- 
cause our country has been permitted to 
get too weak. I was down in Tampa, Flor- 
ida, this past week, and I read a statement 
made by Governor Reagan. It said that 
the incumbent President and the Secre- 
tary of State had seriously let this Nation’s 
defense capabilities deteriorate, so that 
now we were second in strength to the So- 
viet Union. That was a statement he made 
in 1976, by the way, when President Ford 
was in office. So, you always hear that in 
an election year, but I can tell you, our 
Nation is the strongest, and we’ll never be 
second to any nation in military strength. 


AID TO EDUCATION 


Q. Could you explain to me about this: 
Why financial aid for nursing students was 
cut in the budget? 

Tue Presivent. Why financial aid was 
cut 

Q. Financial aid for nursing students? 

THE PresIDENT. Well, the overall com- 
mitment for financial aid to students has 
been increased tremendously since I’ve 
been in office. I don’t know which partic- 
ular program you’re talking about. David, 
do you know any that we’ve cut? 

Mr. RusenstTEIN. There haven’t been 
any cuts. [[naudible|—the average—about 
a 73-percent increase. 

THE PresiveNT. There may have been 
some proposal that an individual person 
made that we couldn’t finance. But since 
I’ve been in office, in just 31% years, we’ve 
increased Federal expenditures for edu- 
cation by 73 percent in that short period 
of time. And as I said earlier, there is no 
reason, now, for any student in this coun- 
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try who’s able to do college work not to go 
to college, no matter how poor the family 
might be. If you know of any student like 
that, you let me know and I can guarantee 
you that that student can either get a loan 
or a scholarship or a grant or a work-study 
program, so they can go through college. 
That’s one thing that we have done suc- 
cessfully since I’ve been in office—a lot of 
other things, too. [Laughter] 


POLITICAL ENDORSEMENTS BY BLACK 
LEADERS 


Q. Mr. President, recently several black 
leaders have come out for Reagan. Do you 
think this is going to significantly affect 
your campaign? 

Tue Preswenrt. No, sir. I considered 
that very carefully and decided not to 
withdraw from the campaign. [Laughter] 

That’s just a tiny minority of black— 
actually former black leaders, they’re not 
black leaders now. I’m not trying to knock 
them or anything, but Ralph Abernathy is 
the main one. He used to be the head of 
SCLC, and all of the people who were as- 
sociated with Martin Luther King, Jr., 
including the present president of the 
SCLC, the Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Conference, have all endorsed me for 
President. I’m not trying to low-rate 
Ralph Abernathy, but that’s a tiny minor- 
ity among the black community who’ve 
endorsed Governor Reagan. 

Well, I wish I could stay and take more. 
I’m sorry. I’m sorry. I’ve got two or three 
more places to go before I get back home 
tomorrow. 

AUDIENCE. Put on the hat! 

THE PRESIDENT. Jody,' should I put on 


the hat? How’s that look? [Applause] 
There goes Kansas City. [Laughter] 


*Jody Powell, 
President. 


Press Secretary to the 
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Well, let me say how proud I am to be 
with you. I’m very proud to be with you. 
This is the first time I’ve had a session like 
this when we depended on one family, pri- 
marily, just to arrange a little get-together 
and invite their friends and relatives in. 
But I think your questions have been ex- 
traordinarily good, ranging from housing 
to student aid and to inflation and to de- 
fense. Matters of that kind—and social 
security—are very important to me and to 
you, too. And I hope that after this ses- 
sion, that you'll remember the heritage of 
the Democratic Party, the differences that 
exist between me and Governor Reagan, 
and help me as much as you can to get 
elected. 

God bless you all. Thank you again. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:04 p.m. at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall. 


Wyoming, Michigan 


Remarks to Area Residents. 
October 24, 1980 


It’s good to be in Wyoming, a beautiful 
town. Thank you very much—{inaudi- 
ble|—everybody. And I really wanted to 
have a chance to say just a word. It’s sure 
fine to have—[inaudible|—here with me. 
How many of you would like to have Dale 
Sprik go to Congress next year? 
[Applause] 

This is a wonderful occasion for me. 
I’ve just come here from New Jersey, 
where I had a chance to meet with a 
group, a large crowd like this group, to lis- 
ten to questions that were important to 
private families. One of the great things 
about the Democratic Party—we’ve had 
the heritage from Franklin Roosevelt to 
Harry Truman to John F. Kennedy to 
Lyndon Johnson and now to me—is to re- 
member what has been accomplished in 
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your life, when Democrats have pulled to- 
gether—{inaudible|—of this Nation, both 
in the White House and and also in the 
Congress. 

I remember having grown up on a farm 
in south Georgia. And under Franklin 
Roosevelt, during the Great Depression 
years, we got for ourselves a new life. At 
that time, there was no social security. 
The Democrats were for it; the Repub- 
licans were against it. As you know—{[in- 
audible|—children, 9 and 10 years old, 
were working in sweatshops, and adults 
were working at a wage that couldn’t sup- 
port their own families. The Democrats 
put forward a minimum wage of 25 cents 
an hour; the Republicans were against it. 
My first job was when the minimum wage 
went up from 25 cents to 40 cents, when I 
finished high school in 1941. The Demo- 
crats got that bill through; the Repub- 
licans were against it. They didn’t figure 
the working families were worth 25 cents 
and then 40 cents an hour. The Demo- 
crats have always had their confidence in, 
and have always had their hearts go out to 
the working families of this country. 

This hasn’t changed. There is still a 
great threat in my Republican opponent 
to those same principles. He says the min- 
imum wage has caused more misery and 
more unemployment than anything since 
the Great Depression. And he also refers 
to people who are drawing unemployment 
compensation as having a pre-paid vaca- 
tion for freeloaders. Democrats have al- 
ways understood that with changing times 
there are going to be people who want to 
work, who are eager for a job, but who are 
temporarily unemployed. 


Also, as you well know, it’s important 
that our Nation be kept strong militarily, 
and that’s what we’ve done in the last 32 
years. For 8 years before I came to the 
White House, we had a steady decrease 
in the Nation’s commitment to a strong 
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defense. It went down 37 percent. Seven 
years out of 8, we had lower budget allo- 
cations for a strong defense. But you all 
have to remember that it takes two wings 
on an airplane for it to fly. Not only must 
we be strong militarily—{inaudible|—use 
that strength to maintain peace. The best 
weapon is one that never has to be fired in 
anger, and the best soldier is one who 
never has to lay his life down or shed his 
blood on a field of battle. 

Let me make just one other comment to 
you. As you know, we don’t have very long 
to go before November the 4th. I’ll do the 
best I can. Dale Sprik will do the best he 
can. Fritz Mondale will do the best he 
can, to make sure that we preserve the 
principles of the Democratic Party and 
give a better life to the senior citizens, to 
those who are afflicted, to the working 
families of this country, to maintaining 
strong families, to keep our Nation strong, 
but at the same time to keep it at peace. 
Those are the kinds of issues that affect 
every one of you now and for the next 15 
or 20 years. So, think on these things— 
what’s best for your family, what’s best 
for the people that you love. 

We're going all out these next 6 or 7 
days in preparing for the last few days 
before the election. There’s no one listen- 
ing to my voice who cannot contact at 
least 500 people in the next 8 or 10 days 
and urge them to vote for a better future 
for this great country and a better future 
for the citizens in it, who have benefited 
in the past from the heartfelt concern of 
Democrats. And we want to keep Repub- 
licans out of the Oval Office and out of 
the Congress for the next 40 years. Help 
me. We’ll win together. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 7:40 p.m. 
outside the Wyoming Public Library. 
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Wyoming, Michigan 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With High School Students. 
October 24, 1980 


Tue Presiwent. Ms. Schooley may or 
may not have known it, but my first pub- 
lic job after I came home from the Navy 
was to be a member of the Sumter County 
Library Board, and I was very proud of 
it. They put me on the board because I 
read more books than anybody else in the 
county—{laughter|—and my library card 
number in Sumter County is 005. So, I 
got in on the ground floor. 

And my second job in public life was 
as a member of the Sumter County School 
Board, and then I ran for the State sen- 
ate. And when I got to the senate, I only 
had one request, and that was that I be 
appointed to the Education Committee. 
And later I got to be secretary of the com- 
mittee and chairman of the Higher Edu- 
cation Committee. Then I ran for Gov- 
ernor, got defeated once, ran again and 
won, and then got this job—{/aughter|— 
which I’m planning on keeping for a 
while. [Laughter] 


I’m very delighted to be here tonight. 
I think it’s especially fitting for me to 
come to meet the parents of Roger 
Chaffee. As the Commander in Chief of 
our military forces and as the President 
of maybe 230 million Americans, it’s 
always important to recognize great 
achievement and the pioneering spirit and 
superb heroism and courage. And I was 
delighted to receive a book about their 
son from them outside. It touched my 
heart, and I look forward to reading it, 
because I know it will be an inspiration 
to me as it has been to so many people. 


CAMPAIGN ISSUES 


Also, I read about your community 
here, both Wyoming and Cedar [Grand] 
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Rapids, to think about what our country 
has been and how it was formed. We are 
a nation of refugees, a nation of immi- 
grants. Possibly everyone’s family repre- 
sented in this room came here from a for- 
eign country, looking for a better life, ex- 
pecting to have freedom, to worship as we 
please, to be innovative if we chose, to 
preserve our heritage and our back- 
ground, our beliefs, to take pride in our 
own families, to make them strong and 
cohesive, to build communities all the way 
across the vast expanse of this Nation; at 
the same time, not to let that diversity in 
our Nation weaken us. 

We have somehow or another, in a 
democratic system where each person is 
precious and respected, taken that diverse 
makeup of what is the American popula- 
tion and welded it together in a beautiful 
mosaic, at the same time very strong. 

We have difficult times. In the past 
we've been through some terrible times, 
beginning with the Revolution, going 
through the Civil War, later the First 
World War; the Second World War, in 
my lifetime; the Great Depression, which 
I mentioned outside; the change that 
we’ve taken in social affairs to give black 
people and those who speak Spanish, 
finally, full citizenship rights, and that 
was a shock to our country; the divisive- 
ness of the Vietnam war, when Americans 
were hungering for peace; and then later 
on, of course, the embarrassment of 
Watergate. 


Our country has been tested many times 
over, with economic deprivation, with the 
divisions among our people, with the great 
challenge to the security of our Nation. 
But no matter how difficult those prob- 
lems have been, no matter how serious the 
questions that have been put to us, no 
matter how high the obstacles that we’ve 
had to face, this country when united has 
never failed: We have never failed to an- 
swer a question; we’ve never failed to 
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solve a problem; we’ve never failed to 
overcome an obstacle. 

And now there are problems in this 
area. In Michigan the unemployment rate 
is very high, because inevitable changes 
that take place with the rapid increase in 
the price of oil has shocked the American 
customer, who in the past have preferred 
a certain kind of automobile and now, 
because of very high prices foisted on us 
from overseas, prefer a different kind of 
automobile. But as fast as America can 
retool and rebuild and put out a product 
to meet changing times, those cars are 
selling like hotcakes, long waiting lists for 
the new automobiles in America. 

But we go through this transient period. 
The function of government is to make 
sure that those families that are adversely 
affected by those changing times, which 
are inevitable, don’t suffer to an extraordi- 
nary degree, that there’s no actual hunger 
or actual loss of the family structure. And 
that’s a part of a democratic society. 
That’s why we care about people. And 
that’s why I’m very glad to come here 


tonight to meet with young people and 
also to meet particularly in the library. 


Socrates, as you know, was a great 
teacher, and there was a kind of give and 
take. So, if you ask me questions tonight 
that I can’t answer, I’ll go with the refer- 
ence section—{laughter|—and find the 
answer very quick, and I'll scuttle back 
and I'll ask Ms. Schooley to help me. 

Do you all have any question? I was 
hoping maybe one question or two. Okay, 
great. 

QUESTIONS 


VALIDITY OF GOVERNMENT ECONOMIC 
REPORTS 


Q. My name is Dave—{inaudible]. 

THE Present. Dave. 

Q. Mr. President, in recent weeks there 
have been reports by the media that your 
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administration has juggled Government 
figures to try and make the economy look 
better than it is, and that only today it 
has been reported that the Consumer 
Price Index was manipulated to make in- 
flation appear not too much as bad as it 
is. In the past, data from Government 
agencies has always been insulated from 
politics, but it is apparently not so in the 
final days of your election campaign. How 
do you respond to these reports? 

Tue Present. They’re all false, of 
course. The reports are put out by an 
absolutely independent Government 
agency, both dealing with unemployment, 
with inflation, with the change in the 
gross national product. Those kind of 
statistical data that come out on eco- 
nomics are derived from interviews with— 
like on employment—40,000 families and 
also an inventory among businesses around 
the Nation about how many people they 
have employed, whether they’re working 
40 hours a week or an average of 381% 
hours a week. And all that information 
is put together completely independently 
of me or anyone who works for me in the 
campaign or in my own direct adminis- 
tration. 

Those allegations are completely false. 
If I could control the figures on the Con- 
sumer Price Index, it would have been 
better today than it came out. [Laughter] 

I would like to say that the last 3 
months, we have had an inflation rate of 
about 7 percent. Early this year, as you 
know, it was up approaching 20 percent. 
But it’s still too high, and I think this 
12-percent figure we got today sends us a 
clear signal that we cannot forget about 
the threat of inflation. 

Last year the price of OPEC oil and 
oil all over the world increased more in 1 
year than it had all the other times since 
oil was discovered in the 1800’s. And all 
the nations on Earth have been shocked 
by this change, and we’re trying to accom- 
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modate those changes. Our Nation is 
strong enough to withstand it. And we are 
suffering some temporary inconvenience, 
and it’s very serious to some people and 
of great concern about the future. 

But there would be no way to doctor 
those figures, because there are many in- 
dependent groups with computerized fa- 
cilities, like the Chase Manhattan Bank 
and the great universities and, of course, 
the Congressional Budget Office, that cor- 
roborates those figures with their own in- 
dependent data. And if it was ever shown 
that anybody distorted those figures, it 
would be just a devastating indictment 
and would destroy the fabric of our coun- 
try. It’s not true. 


POSSIBILITY OF THIRD WORLD WAR 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Mike 
Williams, and I go to Godwin High 
School. And I’d like to know if you think 
I will see a third world war in my time 
and what you can do to prevent a major 
world war if you’re reelected. 


Tue Present. Thank you. That’s an 
excellent question. 


In the last 50 years no President has 
been able to say that they did not send 
American troops into combat, until this 
last 3% years that I’ve been in office. 
We'd lost eight brave young men who 
went into Iran to try to save the hostages, 
but they were not sent into combat. 

The attitude of a nation is determined 
pretty much by the people’s desires and 
also by the character of the President and 
the restraints that are placed on a Presi- 
dent by Congress and other factors in an 
international basis. I’ve not been in office 
a single day since I have been President 
that there wasn’t a serious trouble spot 
somewhere in the world or sometimes 
several trouble spots at the same time. 

I have built up the Nation’s defense 
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capability since I’ve been in office. For 7 
of the previous 8 years before I got in of- 
fice, our commitment for defense went 
down every year; there was a 37-percent 
reduction. But since then, since I’ve been 
there, we have increased it steadily, in a 
very carefully planned way, in a very 
orderly way, and we’ve encouraged our 
allies in Europe to do the same thing so 
that we won’t be vulnerable. 

The best way for a nation to stay at 
peace is to be strong, militarily, economi- 
cally, and politically, and for our own 
people to know we’re strong, for our allies 
to know we are strong, and for our poten- 
tial adversaries to know that we are strong. 

Also, all of my predecessors in the 
White House have believed very deeply 
that when there is a troubled place in the 
world that the best way to resolve it is 
through political means and diplomatic 
means, not by the use of American mili- 
tary forces to be injected into some place 
which might erupt into combat and get us 
in a larger war. 

There are two factors involved that are 
perhaps even more important than that. 
One is the control of nuclear weapons. 
Every President since Harry Truman has 
worked hard to control nuclear weapons, 
to have equivalent or balanced nuclear 
forces between ourselves and the Soviet 
Union, with tight controls on them, a way 
to monitor whether or not we were both 
complying with a treaty or an agreement, 
and with the ultimate goal to reduce those 
nuclear arsenals. 

Lately, however, there has been a threat 
to that commitment. Governor Reagan, 
my opponent, has said that he wants to 
tear up the SALT treaty that was nego- 
tiated under President Nixon, President 
Ford, and myself. He has threatened the 
possibility of a nuclear arms race as a 
trump card to be played against the 
Soviet Union to try to force them into 
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more favorable terms on a possible future 
nuclear agreement. This won’t work. 

If President Brezhnev announced that 
he was tearing up the treaty that had been 
negotiated over a 7-year period, was going 
to insist on the Soviets being superior to 
us, not equal, but superior to us in nuclear 
capability, and would start an arms race 
in order to force us to comply with not so 
favorable terms, we would reject that, ob- 
viously, would we not? And we would say, 
we'll match you missile for missile, and all 
of a sudden we’d be embarked in a major 
nuclear arms race. 

Several times in the past number of 
years, some three or four times this year, 
Governor Reagan has also advocated the 
injection of American military forces into 
one of those troubled areas around the 
world. A few that come to mind where 
he’s advocated this is North Korea; Ecua- 
dor, when there was a little fishing dis- 
pute; this year he advocated putting a 
blockade around Cuba; earlier, send in 
American military forces to Cyprus, to the 
Middle East, to Angola, to Rhodesia to 
prop a white supremacy government, to 
Pakistan. Those kinds of statements by 
him, I believe all since he’s been wanting 
to be President, concern me very much. 

So, I’m not saying that any President 
would want our Nation to get into war, 
but there has to be a calm, moderate, rea- 
sonable approach, insisting on diplomacy, 
not having to show that we've got the 
strongest nation on Earth by using mili- 
tary force, and a calm approach also to 
controlling nuclear weapons. This is the 
kind of thing that I believe we will do. 
And the American people are quite con- 
cerned about these two issues. 


I think I can predict to you that you 
will not see a third world war. My judg- 
ment is that the Soviet leaders also want 
to avoid a nuclear war. And with constant 
communication with them, with our allies, 
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with our friends around the world, an in- 
sistence on human rights, the honoring of 
the natural inclinations of people to be 
free, not injecting ourselves into the inter- 
nal affairs of another country, dealing with 
crises, like the capture of our hostages or 
the Middle East, with a benevolent atti- 
tude, insisting that other countries move 
toward democracy if it’s their will, like in 
the recent, the formed country of Zim- 
babwe—those are the kind of ways to 
use America’s enormous strength, not to 
push people around, but to let them real- 
ize the ideals and hopes that have nurtured 
and inspired us, and do it all peacefully. 

I believe we can keep this Nation at 
peace. 

Q. Thank you. 

Tue Preswent. I promise. 


REGISTRATION FOR THE DRAFT 


Q. Hi. ’'m Missy Stewart. ’'m from 
Godwin High School, also. Since you par- 
doned the Vietnam draft dodgers, are you 
also planning on pardoning the 19-year- 
olds who did not register, and if not, what 
will their punishment be? 

THe Preswent. Thank you. 


I hope they’ll register. [Laughter] We 
had a very good sign-up. And the last time 
we had a draft registration, in the first 
period that it was required I think about 
75 percent signed up. This time, although 
there was some displeasure expressed, we 
had about 93 percent sign up. Of those 93 
percent, 15 percent of them said they 
wanted more information about a career 
in the military forces. So, I think it’s going 
to encourage recruitment. 


It would not be appropriate for me 
ahead of time to say that I would excuse 
or pardon a violation of the American 
laws. My oath is to carry out the law, to 
enforce the law, and to enforce the United 
States Constitution. 
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I think as the young people who op- 
posed the registration realize that we’re 
not going to have a draft—no law permits 
a draft in this country. The only way we 
would ever propose a possible draft of 
young people in this Nation is if our secu- 
rity was directly threatened and if the 
President and the Congress agreed that we 
needed a new law, which we don’t have 
now, passed to let people actually be 
drafted. 

We're not even going to examine young 
people, you know, physically and so forth 
to get them ready. It’s just a matter of 
having people put their name on the list, 
their age, if they want to get information 
about the military, if they’re a conscien- 
tious objector or not, so that if we do have 
to marshal our forces in the future, it’ll 
save us about 90 or 100 days in getting our 
Nation ready. 

So, I can’t answer your question di- 
rectly about if I will or will not pardon 
them. They'll have to comply with the 
law, and I hope now that they know there 
won’t be a draft, but just registration, that 
they'll comply with it. So, you encourage 
your boyfriends to register. [Laughter] 

Q. Okay. 

THE Present. I’m sure you’ve got a 
lot of them. [Laughter] 


Yes, sir, in the back. Yes. 


UNITED STATES MILITARY PREPAREDNESS 


Q. My name is John—finaudible|— 
from Godwin High School. Last spring a 
Navy—{inaudible|—did not meet its de- 
ployment schedule, because of under- 
manning and critical ratings. In Septem- 
ber of 1980, the New York Times reported 
only 6 of our 13 aircraft carriers were com- 
bat ready. The same article reported 
naval air squadrons were in a poor state of 
readiness. Assuming your reelection, how 
would you attempt to resolve these prob- 
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lems, strictly in manpower and materiel 
ready. 

Tue Present. Our military forces 
are much closer to full readiness now than 
they were when I took over. There are 
always fighting units that are not fully 
ready. 

One thing is that we deployed very rap- 
idly when the Persian Gulf threats arose, 
when our hostages were captured and 
when it became obvious that there was a 
disturbance there because of the revolu- 
tion in Iran a little earlier, we deployed 
two major aircraft carrier task forces into 
the northern part of the Indian Ocean. 
And we have now pre-positioned equip- 
ment and materiel for about 10,000 ma- 
rines and enough to operate 500 of our 
airplanes, and we've got five different 
places over there in that region now that 
we can use not as permanent bases, but 
as facilities. 


And we’ve also begun to develop a rapid 
deployment force that we can send to a 
troubled area in the world quickly if we 
need to to protect our interests. We have 
a much higher percentage of our ground 
divisions, our regular land forces in a 
state of readiness, for instance, than do 
the Soviet Union. All of our divisions that 
are stationed overseas, like in Europe or 
South Korea and so forth, are at a full 
state of readiness. But some of those that 
we keep in this country would only be 
brought up to a full state of readiness if 
we had to marshal additional forces, and 
then you would call up the reserves or call 
up the National Guard on a temporary 
basis until we could get more permanent 
military people marshaled. 

We’ve made a lot of progress, I think, in 
improving the military forces with a steady 
buildup, a very predictable buildup in 
budget allocations. And I think this also 
ought to be pointed out. We are still and 
always will be on the cutting edge of tech- 
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nological developments in our nuclear 
weaponry, which we pray God we’ll never 
have to use, in our airplanes, and so forth. 

You probably have noticed that some of 
the American planes that we have sold to 
Israel, the F-15’s, when they have used 
them and they’ve been challenged by the 
MIG—25’s from Syria, the MIG—25’s went 
down. And lately, even when Iran has 
some F-—4’s, which are not the most mod- 
ern planes of our own, those planes are so 
formidable that in the war between Iran 
and Iraq, when those F—4’s attacked the 
capital city of Iraq, Baghdad, the Iraqis 
don’t even put up planes to try to stop 
them. 

So, that just shows that the best the 
Soviets can build, that is the MIG—25’s, 
and the best that we can build, even not 
the most modern planes of ali—we stand 
up very well. So, we’re going to stay 
strong, keep at an adequate state of readi- 
ness. 

And I believe that we can always stick 
in the forseeable future with a fully vol- 
untary military force. I don’t see any rea- 
son for us to go to a draft. But as I pointed 
out earlier, we have had about 15 percent 
of our 18- and 19-year-olds who've regis- 
tered saying, ““We would like to have more 
information about a career in the military 
services.” I wish that all of you young 
people, men and women, would carefully 
consider the possibility of serving in the 
military for a couple of years or 3 years, 
whatever suits you. 

I went into the Navy when I was 18, 
and I stayed 11 years. I went to the 
Naval Academy, and then I did graduate 
work, and I was on submarines. And as 
you can see, it didn’t hurt my political 
career very much. [Laughter] And no mat- 
ter what career you’re going to take up, 
politics or medicine or being a lawyer or 
being a teacher or whatever, this is a good 
way to serve your country, to do a patri- 
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otic thing, to see the world, to have an 
exciting life, to learn a career, to get ex- 
perience, and to mature a little bit before 
you finally make a permanent decision 
about what you want to do in your lives. 
So, I would hope that everyone who’s lis- 
tening to my voice would seriously con- 
sider getting information about serving in 
the military. 

We will see a buildup, all volunteer— 
I’m not talking about draft—we’ll see a 
buildup very rapidly in young women 
who are serving in the military. And 95 
percent of all the billets or positions in the 
military now can be filled by women. Only 
a very few, in actual combat roles, are 
not using women. 

So, I would like to put in a plug for my 
military forces and yours while I have a 
chance. Thank you. 

Yes, ma’am. 


AMERICAN HOSTAGES IN IRAN 


Q. Jo Weaver, Lee High School. I’d like 
to know, is it true that the American hos- 
tages in Iran are going to be released on 
Sunday or Monday? 

THE PresivENT. Jo, I wouldn’t get my 
hopes up. I hate to be discouraging. But 
I’ve been involved in this now for more 
than 11 months, and we’ve had private 
messages and also some public statements 
time after time after time that the hos- 
tages were going to be released immi- 
nently, soon. We’ve always been disap- 
pointed. And I think it’s good for the 
American people to be very cautious 
about building up expectations about an 
early release of the hostages. 

I have literally prayed every day, some- 
times several times during the day, that 
our hostages would be safe, would not 
lose their lives, and would come back to 
freedom, and I’ve always wished they 
would come back that day. 
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But I don’t want to build up your 
hopes too much. We don’t have any clear 
signal from the Iranian leaders about 
when the hostages will or will not be re- 
leased, and we don’t know their terms, 
because the Majles, or parliament, com- 
mittee still has not reported their terms. 

I have an additional responsibility on 
my shoulders above and beyond or at least 
equal to the safety of the hostages, and 
that is not to betray my country, not to 
do anything that would bring discredit on 
my country or violate our honor or inter- 
fere with the interests of my Nation. I 
have never found those two things to be 
incompatible, protecting my Nation and 
protecting the hostages. But I cannot pre- 
dict to you that they'll be released anytime 
soon. I wish I could. 


Yes, ma’am. 


VIEWS ON THE PRESIDENCY 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Pam 
Cramer, and I’m from Lee High School. 
I was wondering how you feel [about] 
having a 6-year term of Presidency, in- 
stead of a 4-year where a person could get 
reelected twice, and what you feel your 
greatest achievement is as President. 

THE PresivenT. Fine. I could prob- 
ably answer your question a little bit bet- 
ter November the 5th. [Laughter] If I’m 
successful, the 8 years might look a little 
bit better. 

I have said several times since I’ve been 
in the White House that I thought one 
6-year term would be preferable, because 
as soon as I got into the Oval Office to 
serve, I hadn’t been in there more than 
a year when the general presumption in 
the press and among others was that 
everything I did was designed just to get 
reelected. And I can’t deny that some- 
times I think about reelection, certainly 
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lately. [Laughter] But it takes away the 
stature of the office. 

And I’ve seen in other countries, like 
Mexico and Venezuela and, to some de- 
gree, in France, that a longer term for 
President is better. I doubt if the Con- 
gress and the people will ever change the 
Constitution, but if they did, I think it 
would serve the country well. 


Let me say one other thing about the 
greatest achievement. It’s hard to know. 
I think the first question I got exemplifies 
my greatest achievement—to keep this 
Nation strong and secure and at peace. 
And another prayer that I have is that 
when I go out of office, hopefully Janu- 
ary of °85, that I can say that I never had 
to send a young man or woman into 
combat. That’s what I hope. That’s my 
best achievement so far, and I think may- 
be extended peace to others, as well. 

I think history might look back on this 
administration and say that the Mideast 
peace agreement between Israel and 
Egypt was a notable thing. I think they 
might say that the opening up of Africa 
to beneficial influence and trade and 
understanding with our country was an 
innovation that will pay rich dividends 
in the future. And I would guess the 
normalizing of relationships with China, 
with a billion new people there who are 
now our friends, will help to stabilize the 
situation in Asia, preserve the peace over 
there, and give us wonderful opportuni- 
ties to sell American products and to have 
new and exciting relationships with the 
people of China. 


There are a few things that come back 
fondly to me, and I think the mainte- 
nance of peace is the most important. 

Thank you, Pam. 

One more? Let me have one more 
question. 

Yes, sir. 
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MINIMUM WAGE AND UNEMPLOYMENT 
COMPENSATION 


Q. My name is Larry Hibel from 
Rogers High School. 

Tue PRresIDENT. Larry? Is that right? 

Q. Larry. 

THE PRESIDENT. Larry. 

Q. Right. And the Republican candi- 
date has attacked the minimum wage as 
inflationary. 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Q. and the cause of teenage un- 
employment. 

THe PrReswENT. I know. 

Q. What is your position of the issue? 

THE PrEsIDENT. All right. If you don’t 
mind, let me elaborate on that a little 
bit, because what you’ve asked vividly 
demonstrates the difference between the 
thrust of the Democratic Party and the 
Republican Party. I don’t want to alien- 
ate Republicans who might be inclined 
to support me, but you know this attitude 
on the minimum wage is important. 

The first minimum wage law, that I 
mentioned outside, was for 25 cents an 
hour. The Democrats were for it, and 
the Republicans were against it. And the 
next one was 40 cents an hour. That’s 
when I got my first job. The Democrats 
were for it; Republicans were against it. 

I think all the way down through the 
years, Democrats have been more inclined 
to care about the working family and 
what it means for a husband or a wife to 
bring an adequate paycheck home to give 
the children a better life than they had 
themselves. Now we look back on the 25- 
cent-an-hour wage, it doesn’t seem like 
much, but then it was a lot. Around where 
I live in Georgia, a lot of people, partic- 
ularly women, work for the minimum 
wage now in the textile mills. The mini- 
mum wage is pretty much the prevailing 
wage there for many people. Governor 
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Reagan has said, not too long ago, that 
the minimum wage has caused more 
misery and unemployment than anything 
since the Great Depression. 

And I know that in this area, where 
many hard-working, dedicated people, 
because of change in buying habits for 
automobiles, are temporarily out of work. 
I feel very strongly that we need to have 
an unemployment compensation pro- 
gram. Governor Reagan says, not too long 
ago, that unemployment compensation is 
just a prepaid vacation for freeloaders. 
Well, you know, I don’t believe that it’s 
right for a person who wants to be Presi- 
dent to say that a temporarily unem- 
ployed automobile worker is a freeloader, 
because that unemployment compensa- 
tion is partially paid, as you know, by the 
employer and costs the employee also di- 
rectly or indirectly, kind of an insurance 
program. 

These are the kinds of issues that I be- 
lieve are at stake in the election. It’s not 
a matter of liberal or conservative. On 
fiscal matters, I consider myself to be 
reasonably conservative. In the tax pro- 
gram that I put forth for next year, for 
instance, it’s anti-inflationary in nature. 

The so-called Reagan-Kemp-Roth 
proposal would mean a reduction in taxes 
between now and 1987 of a thousand bil- 
lion dollars, heavily oriented toward very 
rich people, that would flood this country 
with excessive money and create high in- 
flation. George Bush, the Republican 
Vice-Presidential candidate, said that the 
Reagan-Kemp-Roth proposal would 
create 30 percent inflation or more, and 
he called it “voodoo economics.” 

So, the thing is that a stable, mature, 
responsible approach to the betterment 
of working families, the protection of 
people if they are unemployed, an ade- 
quate social security program to give peo- 
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ple security in their older age, a responsi- 
ble approach toward inflation—these are 
things that are at stake in this session. 

One of the good achievements of my 
administration has been to put minimum 
wage tied to the average prevailing indus- 
trial wage paid in industry, so that as the 
other wages go up the minimum wage 
goes up, almost always behind it, but 
along with it. In the past the minimum 
wage sometimes would lag behind 6 years, 
and you’d have to have a real fight in the 
Congress to get the minimum wage built 
up so that the family wouldn’t suffer 
severely with the impact of inflation. 
We’ve indexed, in effect, minimum wage, 
not to the Consumer Price Index, but to 
the average prevailing industrial wage. 

That’s my attitude toward the mini- 
mum wage. I don’t think it’s caused more 
misery and unemployment than anything 
since the Great Depression, and I don’t 
think unemployment compensation is a 
prepaid vacation for freeloaders. That’s 
a profound difference that’s going to be 
decided by the voters on November 
the 4th. 

Let me say this in closing. I wish I had 
more time. I’ve got one more event to- 
night, and I’ve had a long day. I’m going 
to go to Toledo, Ohio, tomorrow. I’ll have 
a town meeting like this with two or three 
thousand people, and I'll have good 
questions like you asked. I try to do that 
every day when I’m out, several times. 
And I'll also be making a major speech 
tomorrow on agriculture. I’m a farmer 
before I ran for Governor, and my family 
have always been farmers, and I’m inter- 
ested in that subject. 

But it’s been a delight to be with you. 
You've asked some very good questions, 
and I think that your questions will carry 
throughout the Nation, because the na- 
tional press is here to report not only your 
questions but my answers. And to have 
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these questions from young people gives 
me a different perspective than what I 
would have gotten had I not come to be 
with you. 

Thank you again. It’s been an honor for 
me to be with you. I thank you very much. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 7:50 p.m. in the 
Main Reading Room of the Wyoming Public 


Library. He was introduced by Edna Schooley, 
librarian of the Wyoming Public Library. 


Wyoming, Michigan 


Informal Exchange With Reporters. 
October 24, 1980 


Q. Do you know if the hostages will be 
released on Sunday? 

Tue Present. I don’t have any in- 
formation if that’s true. I think it would 
be a mistake to build up expectations like 
that, because we have no idea what the 
Iranians are going to demand, whether or 
not we can accept their demands, or if 
they'll even make any demands. I think 
it’s just a mistake for us to assume that the 
hostages will be released. 

Q. So you don’t 
information? 


Tue Presiwent. No, I don’t. 
Q. Thank you. 


NOTE: The exchange began at 8:20 p.m. out- 
side the Wyoming Public Library. 


have any new 


Grand Rapids, Michigan 


Remarks at an AFL-CIO Fundraising 
Reception for Dale Sprik. October 24, 1980 


I was just holding Tricia in my arms. 
Tricia, right? Tricia and I want to work 
for, contribute to, and vote for Dale 
Sprik. Okay? [Cheers] 


I’m not going to hold up your party very 
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long, but I would like to say just a few 
things. 

I’ve come here just to talk to a group 
that I know are already for Dale. You’ve 
come here to have a good time, but also 
to express your commitment to the Demo- 
cratic Party, to the principles that have 
made our Nation great, and also to give 
your support to a very heroic and hard- 
working campaigner who ought to be in 
Congress and I believe will be there next 
January. 

When Tricia grows up, I want to be 
sure that she has a good life. I want to 
be sure that we have someone in Con- 
gress from this district who cares about 
the family structure, who cares about 
average people, who believes in the finest 
things in life for all of us, no matter how 
rich we might be, who wants Tricia to 
have a better life perhaps even than her 
parents, who wants to have a good en- 
vironment, who’s concerned about con- 
sumers, who are all of us, who want to 
protect the integrity of the social security 
system, who want to have good wages for 
people that are employed, who want to 
have good housing programs, who'd like 
to have a protection for Medicare and 
would like to have a national health in- 
surance program put into effect with an 
emphasis on prevention of disease and 
outpatient care and a cheaper and more 
inexpensive hospital care and some at- 
tention being given to pregnant mothers 
and their little babies when they’re born. 

Id like to have somebody in the Con- 
gress who believes in a strong nation, but 
also someone who believes in the mainte- 
nance of peace. Our country is strong and 
at peace. 


I know what it is to run a campaign. 
I ran for State senate, almost had it stolen 
from me; ran for State senate for reelec- 
tion; ran for Governor, got beat, 1966. In 
1970 I ran again for Governor, and I was 
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elected. And I began to run for President 
in 1975, and I ran for 2 solid years. I 
know what is means to have friends. 

Well, tonight you’ve come here as a 
friend for Dale Sprik, but you haven't 
done enough. Coming here is not enough. 
There’s not a single person here this next 
8 or 10 days that couldn’t contact at least 
500 people on the telephone. I have done 
my duties and also made more than 100 
calls a day long distance. And all of you’ve 
got telephones, and you’ve got phone 
books. 

And there’s no one here that can’t raise 
a few hundred dollars for him. Some of 
you have access to organized money, to 
the tax system. Some of you have influence 
in unions and other sources of money. 
And some of you may not be able to give 
but $5, but you could call 20 more people 
and say, “Can’t you give a good future 
Congressman $5?” 

I’d just like to ask you to kind of start 
a crusade tonight so that my visit here, 
which is enjoyable for me, will have a 
beneficial impact for him and his cam- 
paign. I’d like for him to join me next 
January in Washington. 

And there’s one other candidate that 
I'd like to ask you to support. I’m not 
going to mention myself tonight. But we 
have an outstanding man running for elec- 
tion in this country, one of the finest 
people I have ever known, almost like a 
brother to me, an absolutely close partner, 
and that’s Fritz Mondale. And I want you 
to support him for Vice 
[Laughter] Okay? [Applause] 

Thank you very much. I love you all. 
Work hard, and we'll win together and 
give Tricia a better life in the future. 


President. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:40 p.m. at 
Local 1165 of the Laborers’ 
Union of North America. 


International 
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Toledo, Ohio 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at a Town Meeting. 
October 25, 1980 


Tue Present. Thank you very much, 
my good friend Lud Ashley, Senator John 
Glenn, Senator Metzenbaum, Congress- 
man Pease, Mayor DeGood, and all my 
friends, both Republicans and Democrats, 
who’ve come here—especially Democrats. 
I’m glad to be with you. 

It’s a pleasure to be introduced by one 
of our Nation’s greatest Members of the 
Congress, who’s left his mark not only in 
this community, which has seen so much 
progress lately, but also on our Nation’s 
progress in energy and urban affairs. 
When the Congress addressed the energy 
issue, perhaps the most difficult issue the 
Congress has ever had to deal with, Lud 
Ashley was chosen by the Speaker and by 
his fellow Members of the House to head 
up the comprehensive committee, to put 
together this very successful program. 

I’m glad to be here in the home of the 
Spartans. I understand you have a tra- 
dition of championships. And there’s an- 
other very famous Toledo athletic team 
that I understand has been knocked lately 
by the Republican Vice-Presidential can- 
didate, the Mud Hens. I’m for the Mud 
Hens. I think they’ve done a great job. 
There are some people in the so-called 
Bush league, but not the Mud Hens. 
[Laughter] 

I really share your pride in the revital- 
ization here of Toledo. The Chamber of 
Commerce says that over a quarter of a 
billion dollars has been invested in your 
great community in the last 2 years in 
partnership with the Federal programs 
that have been hammered out with the 
Democratic congressional leaders and my 
own administration. That’s the kind of 
partnership that I think is crucial to our 
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Nation, Now that we have an energy pol- 
icy in place for the first time in the history 
of our Nation, it’s time for us to com- 
pletely revitalize the industrial complex 
of the United States. 

I will be going from here to a nearby 
farm in one of the richest agricultural 
regions of the world to make my single 
major farm speech of the campaign. This 
speech will be recorded. It'll be played 
later on on radio stations and television 
stations around the Nation. But I wanted 
to come here to your area—a dynamic, 
progressive, unified community with in- 
dustry and agriculture—to make sure that 
I had this impact in the last 10 days, to 
make Lud Ashley’s prediction come true. 

We have now about 35 more minutes. 
I’m not going to make my remarks any 
longer. I’d like to start with the questions, 
beginning on my left. I’ll try to keep my 
answers pertinent, brief, and to the point. 


PROGRAMS FOR THE ELDERLY 


Q. Mr. President? Is the mike on? 

Tue Presipent. I can hear you. I don’t 
know if the audience can. 

Q. I am Eleanor Kahle, a representa- 
tive of the most rapidly increasing seg- 
ment of population in the United States 
today, the senior citizens. 

THE PresIveNT. Yes. 


Q. We are also the group most ad- 
versely affected by inflation. We are con- 
cerned about allocations for programs af- 
fecting seniors, primarily those programs 
that focus on keeping seniors out of in- 
stitutions as long as possible. As the need 
and numbers increase, being granted the 
same amount of funding as in the past is 
in reality a cut decreasing the reduction 
of services that we are able to give to our 
seniors. 


What are your plans for the continua- 
tion or the increase of funding in the areas 
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of nutrition, transportation, housing, 
health care for senior citizens? What is 
your commitment to us? 

Tue Preswent. Thank you, Mrs. 
Kahle. Since this is an election year, I 
think it’s incumbent on a candidate to 
point out what has been done, what will 
be done, and the contrast between me 
and my Republican opponent. 

When I was campaigning in Toledo 4 
years ago, the biggest single concern of 
senior citizens was the prospective bank- 
ruptcy of the social security system. With 
the help of Howard Metzenbaum, John 
Glenn, Lud Ashley, Don Pease, and other 
Democrats, we were able to put the social 
security system back in a sound financial 
condition. And I can guarantee you that 
as long as a Democrat is in the White 
House, the social security system will never 
be threatened with bankruptcy again. 
That’s the first thing. 

Secondly, concerning social security, 
it’s very important to realize that over 
a period of years, my opponent, Governor 
Reagan, has called for the voluntary par- 


ticipation in the social security system on 


at least four different occasions. This 
would mean the end of a sound social 
security system. If you could let anybody 
who wants to, who’s paying into the social 
security fund, withdraw anytime they 
wanted and make it voluntary, obviously 
the social security system would be dead. 

Closely associated with social security 
in the past is the future. I read yesterday 
a Wall Street Journal analysis—as you 
know, that’s a very strong Republican 
paper, very strong, supportive of Gover- 
nor Reagan—front page article saying 
that Governor Reagan’s advisers were 
asking him to eliminate the increases in 
social security that will go to pay senior 
citizens as inflation builds up in order to 
keep their purchasing power intact. If I 
am reelected, we will continue those an- 
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nual increases for social security benefits 
so that you will not have any reduction 
in your buying power in the years ahead. 
Also, I am adamantly opposed to any sort 
of taxation of social security benefits, and 
I will not change the eligibility require- 
ments for social security beneficiaries 
either. 


Another thing that’s very closely associ- 
ated with social security is Medicare. As 
you know, this was a Democratic program. 
It was opposed by the Republicans. As a 
matter of fact, Governor Reagan got his 
start in politics working for the American 
Medical Association, traveling around the 
Nation speaking against Medicare. And 
of course, we want to have national health 
insurance with an emphasis on prevention 
of disease; a lid on hospital costs so they 
don’t charge you too much for your medi- 
cal care; an emphasis on outpatient care, 
the care for senior citizens and others in 
their own homes, not in very expensive 
hospital rooms; an emphasis on the pre- 
vention of illness among very tiny babies 
and little children, starting at the pre- 
natal stage, where mothers and babies in 
the first few years of their existence on 
Earth can have good medical care; and 
also a catastrophic health insurance pro- 
gram so that if a family is affected by 
unexpectedly high health costs, then you 
would have a Government insurance pro- 
gram to help them pay those very high 
bills. Those are the kind of things that are 
in the national health insurance program 
that I’ve put to the Congress. Governor 
Reagan says he’s absolutely opposed to any 
such program, if he should become Presi- 
dent. 


So, we will continue our very steady 
growth in housing programs, improving 
programs for social security, and health 
insurance. And I might point out that the 
health insurance emphasis is not toward a 
massive spending program, but would 
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probably actually reduce the cost of health 
care because you’d be preventing disease 
and preventing those chroic things that 
take place in a person’s life because they 
didn’t get adequate care when they were 
little tiny babies, a lid on hospital costs, 
and an emphasis on outpatient treatment. 
All those things will reduce medical care 
costs and give us better medical care. 

So, from housing to social security, 
Medicare to health insurance, I think my 
programs are very good, sound, already 
presented to the Congress, making good 
progress through the Congress. Governor 
Reagan would be just the opposite. I sug- 
gest you vote Democratic. 


EMPLOYMENT; ENERGY 


Q. My name is Anne Zanville. Mr. 
President, I would like to ask you what 
are you going to do about the unemploy- 
ment in this country and the energy crisis? 

Tue Present. Thank you very much, 
Anne. 

Since I’ve been in office, we have em- 
phasized employment perhaps as success- 
fully as anything that we’ve done. In the 
last 3Y%2 years, we have added almost 9 
million new jobs above and beyond the 
Americans who were employed when I 
was inaugurated President. I noticed the 
figures this morning, for instance, for 
Ohio. There has been an increase in em- 
ployment in Ohio of 417,000 people in the 
last 3Y years. In other words, today, in 
full-time jobs, there are 417,000 more 
Ohioans at work than there were when 
I came into office. And in the Toledo met- 
ropolitan area, although right now you 
are suffering from the changes taking 
place in the automobile industry, there 
are 17,000 more people at work now than 
when I was inaugurated. That’s as of last 
month. So, we’ve made good progress. Un- 
employment is still too high. 
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We have formed a very close working 
relationship in some of our basic indus- 
tries between the Government, manage- 
ment, and labor. You probably remember 
2 or 3 years ago, almost every headline 
showed that there were wildcat coal strikes 
and the mines were shut down. You have 
not seen one of those headlines, I don’t 
believe, in the last couple of years, except 
very rarely. And this year, we'll have more 
American coal produced than any year in 
history. We’ll also have more oil wells and 
gas wells drilled this year than any year 
in history. Today we are importing from 
overseas one-third less oil than we did 
just a year ago. This shows the effective- 
ness of the other part of your question, the 
energy program. And it also helps greatly 
with employment in the automobile 
industry. 

With a very high increase in oil prices— 
OPEC raised the oil prices last year, in 1 
year, more than oil prices had increased 
since oil was first discovered in the 1800s, 
and our economy has had to accept that 
shock along with nations all over the 
world. I think we’ve done very well in ac- 
commodating that. And as you know, the 
inflation rate was up around 20 percent 
earlier this year because of that. The last 
3 months, we’ve gotten the inflation rate 
average down to about 7 percent—still 
pressures—we must guard against in- 
creased inflation. In the steel industry, the 
same thing—the workers, management, 
and the Government are working together, 
So, I see for us now a great opportunity to 


completely reindustrialize this country. 


After the Second World War the 
United States rebuilt industry in Ger- 
many, we rebuilt industry in Japan, and 
now it’s time to rebuild industry in the 
United States of America. That’s what 
we're going to do. 
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HAITIAN AND CUBAN REFUGEES 


Q. Mr. President, Shirley Flanner, for- 
eign language department here at Start 
High School. Bienvenido. [Welcome.] 

Tue Preswwent. Gracias. Es un placer 
para mi estar aqui. [Thank you, it’s a 
pleasure for me to be here. ] 

Q. Mr. President, in Florida and Texas 
many problems are developing due to the 
non-English-speaking refugees who need 
schooling, medical care, et cetera. Some of 
the city officials there say that the Gov- 
ernment has bailed out and left them fi- 
nancially in the pits. Number one, have 
we bailed out, and number two, do you 
think we should help them financially? 

THE PRESIDENT. I’ve just come from 
Florida early this week and had a townhall 
meeting in Miami, which has been the 
most heavily impacted city in the Nation, 
as you know, with the refugees escaping 
from Cuba. The Congress has passed a 
law, which I support, so that those refu- 
gees that have come here and put an 
extra burden financially on the communi- 
ties where they’ve settled, the Federal 
Government will pay 100 percent of those 
extra costs. 

It’s very difficult for me to deal with 
this issue, because from Haiti and from 
Cuba people have come to our country in 
a flood that we did not anticipate and 
which the American laws did not antici- 
pate either. A lot of people said, “Let the 
boats sink. Stop them. Don’t let them 
come on our shores.” We did the best we 
could with a flotilla of Navy and Coast 
Guard ships to try to prevent those boats 
going from Florida down to Cuba to pick 
them up, and now we’ve got the flow 
stopped. 

But I think it’s good for all of us to 
remember that ours is a country of refu- 
gees. Ours is a country of immigrants. Un- 
less there are a few American Native 
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Indians in this audience, all of our families 
came from foreign countries. We’ve come 
here, sometimes against our will, as was 
the case with the black slaves early in our 
history, but we’ve come here most of the 
time looking for a better life, looking for 
religious freedom, looking to escape from 
persecution, looking for a chance that our 
children could have more freedom and 
more opportunity than we had. It’s not 
weakened our country to have those im- 
migrants come in. It’s strengthened our 
country. 

When the European Jews came here, 
there was an opposition to it among those 
already here. When the potato famine in 
Ireland occurred and the Irish came here, 
they were despised by some who had been 
here a little longer. And when the Euro- 
peans came here from Poland or from 
Italy or from Holland, there was an in- 
clination on the part of some Americans 
to say, ““We’ve got it made in this great 
country. Now no more immigrants ought 
to come.” But that’s not part of the con- 
sciousness and the character of our Nation. 

So, we will, in accordance with Amer- 
ican immigration laws, continue to 
strengthen ourselves with immigrants. 
And when there is a special unanticipated 
flood of refugees that nobody ever thought 
would take place, the Federal Govern- 
ment has acted to alleviate the financial 
burden on local people and on State gov- 
ernments. And we’ve done it very effec- 
tively in Florida. Florida, particularly, 
and other places, maybe like some in 
Toledo, have performed superbly. P’'m 
very proud of the way Americans have 
reacted. Our country is not weakened be- 
cause of it. 


My judgment is that our country will 
be even stronger because of the freedom- 
loving immigrants who’ve come here and 
also because of the way Americans have 
reaffirmed the principles and the ideals 
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which have been the root of our progress 
in years gone by. 


PROGRAMS FOR THE ELDERLY 


Q. Good morning, sir, Mike Clemmer. 

Tue Presivent. Mike. 

Q. I’m a student at the University of 
Michigan, and I would like to join— 
[laughter|—sorry about that, gang, Ohio 
country. I would like to join Anne in ask- 
ing you about your plans for programing 
to the aged. 

During your administration, the United 
States seems to have become increasingly 
hostile and cruel as a place for older 
adults to live. Last winter older adults 
froze to death in the winter, because they 
could not afford heating fuel. Hundreds 
of older adults died last summer, because 
they could not afford air conditioners or 
even fans as protection against the heat. 
The aged have suffered from both hypo- 
thermia and hyperthermia as their reward 
for their efforts to conserve energy. 

The price of fuel and other utilities as 
well as increasing tax burdens have forced 
too many older adults to give up their 
homes and move to the senior highrises, 
nursing homes, or worse, in these inner- 
city ghettos of the aged. When the price 
of fuel has forced cuts in public trans- 
portation and increases in fares where 
public transit is available, older adults are 
forced to abandon their private automo- 
biles because of fuel and oil prices. 

Tue Presiwent. Mike, do you have a 
question? 


Q. Yeah, I do. 

Tue Presiwent. When you get through 
reading the Republican brochure, I’d like 
to have the question. [Laughter] 

Q. Sir, I’m not a Republican. 

THe Preswenr. I didn’t say you were. 


I said you were reading the Republican 
brochure. 
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Q. Well, unfortunately, I’m calling it 
as I see it, and I’ve talked with quite a few 
older adults in preparing this. 

Tue Present. I doubt if you’d find 
that those statements are true, but go 
ahead if you insist. 

Q. Okay. The energy relief program 
was too little too late, and transportation 
programs seemed stonewalled. The Older 
Americans Act has thrown services to the 
aged into a confused and miserly 
retrenchment. 

AupIENCE MEMBERS. Question! 

Q. You’ll get the question. 

The legislation assuring the barrier-free 
access to—— 

Tue PresipeNnT. We've only got 45 
minutes. 

Q. I know it. The mainstream of our 
society is commonly circumvented. 

If you are reelected, sir—and this is my 
question, because it’s very important to 
my career plans, because my concern is 
the older adults—what new initiatives do 
you plan to undertake to make our Nation 
a more hospitable place for our older 
adults and those millions of others, the 
handicapped and the poor, who share 
some or all of the aged’s needlessly diffi- 
cult circumstances? 

Tue Presivent. Mike, I don’t know if 
it’s necessary for me to repeat the answer 
I gave Anne over here earlier. But I'll try 
to add one or two more points. 


The Congress, at my urging, not only 
put social security back on its feet, but we 
also increased each year social security 
payments to more than compensate for 
the inflationary pressures. Just a couple 
months ago, I think in May, we increased 
social security payments 14.3 percent, 
which is at least as much and a little bit 
more than the inflation rate’s increase be- 
cause of OPEC oil price increases. 

In addition to that, we’ve got an ex- 
traordinary revitalization of elderly hous- 
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ing programs, whereas under Nixon and 
Ford, as you may remember, the housing 
program was completely killed. There was 
a moratorium placed on any Federal Gov- 
ernment housing for the elderly. 

In addition to that, in the same Wall 
Street Journal article that I just read— 
the superb Democratic program, financed 
already out of general revenue funds, and 
in the future to be financed out of wind- 
fall profits tax funds, have been allotted 
directly to State governments, to be trans- 
ferred to older citizens who are poor to 
pay for the increase in their heating bills— 
and a new amendment will let them 
help pay their air-conditioning bills in 
extraordinarily warm weather in the sum- 
mer—so that they won’t be afflicted with 
adverse cold in their own homes. 

We have also increased, by several bil- 
lions of dollars, the new allocation of 
funds to let senior citizens and poor 
citizens insulate their homes, so that they 
can have cheaper fuel bills. And then if 
the fuel bills do go up, we'll pay them 
cash money—as we have 2 years now, 3, 
as a matter of fact—and we'll do it again 
this year, so they will not suffer. 

Yesterday, in the same Wall Street 
Journal, which I’m sure you read on oc- 
casion, Mr. Reagan’s advisers advocated 
the doing away with the special alloca- 
tion of funds for senior citizens to pay 
their heat bills. As long as I’m in the 
White House, we will protect the senior 
citizens, continue to improve their living 
conditions, social security, health care, 
housing, transportation, and the ability 
to pay increasing heat bills. That’s what 
my plans are for the future. 


THE MIDDLE EAST 


Q. First of all, Mr. President, I’d like 
to add my welcome to the welcomes that 
you’ve just heard from the other people. 
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Tue Preswent. Thank you, sir. 

Q. My name is James Epstein. I’m a 
teacher at Start High School, however my 
question has nothing to do with Start 
High School. Mr. President, earlier in 
your administration, when you met with 
President Sadat and Prime Minister 
Begin, you gave Israel and Jewry the 
world over great confidence that the U.S. 
would be supportive of a just peace for 
Israel and the Near East. Since then, some 
of that confidence seems to have waned, 
and especially as a result of an apparent 
slip-up in communication between the 
White House and the U.N. Representa- 
tive at one time. Can you give us some 
idea of how our former confidence can 
be restored? 

Tue Preswent. Yes. I'll try. 


When I first met with the Prime Min- 
ister of Israel it was Mr. Rabin, and just 
2 or 3 weeks later I met with President 
Sadat. At that time they had just com- 
pleted the fourth war between Israel and 
Egypt in the 25 or so years, 30 years, of 
Israel’s existence. I told the Prime Min- 
ister and the President that my ultimate 
goal for the Mideast was that the major 
Arab nation, Egypt, should start to recog- 
nize, first of all, Israel’s right to exist, 
which no Arab nation had been willing to 
do; secondly, that there should be direct 
negotiations between Egypt and Israel; 
third, that Israel’s security should be guar- 
anteed in an agreement; fourth, that there 
should be open borders between the two 
nations, there should be diplomatic recog- 
nition between the two nations, there 
should be exchange of ambassadors be- 
tween the two nations, and also trade and 
tourism between the two nations. 

President Sadat replied to me, “That’s 
my dream also, Mr. President, but it'll 
never come into realization in my life- 
time.” All of those dreams have already 
been realized. 
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We are still engaged in the negotiations 
between Israel and Egypt to try to bring 
about a comprehensive peace. There are 
some difficult issues. If I should ever mis- 
lead the leaders or people of Israel or 
Egypt in any way, my value as an inter- 
mediary or mediator would be destroyed. 
I have got to keep the trust of both sides by 
being honest and open. I do not have any 
secret agreements or understandings with 
Israel that’s not known by the world and 
certainly not known by President Sadat or 
vice-versa. I’]] maintain that. 

I know there are some very sensitive is- 
sues with the Israeli people and also with 
American Jews. I will never support a 
PLO state or a Palestinian independent 
state. I’ll never negotiate or recognize the 
PLO until after they announce that they 
support Israel’s right to exist, to live in 
peace, and support U.N. 242 as a basis 
for a Mideast settlement. 

I will continue to protect Israel in in- 
ternational councils, in UNESCO, the 
ILO, in trade missions, and in the Gen- 
eral Assembly. I’ve since announced that 
if the constant Syrian and other effort is 
ever successful—which I don’t think it 
will be—to expel Israel from the General 
Assembly or to reject their credentials, 
that I see no way our Nation would con- 
tinue to participate in the deliberations 
of that body. If there are resolutions in 
the future in the Security Council, where 
we have a veto, I will continue to protect 
Israel, and if those are frivolous resolu- 
tions designed to damage Israel or to dam- 
age the peace process that we initiated at 
Camp David, I will direct that a veto be 
exerted by the United States to kill such a 
resolution. 


Another point that ought to be made is 
this though. I cannot always promise you 
that I will agree with Israel—unless it’s 
the desire of the American Jewish com- 
munity to terminate the peace process- 
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when Israel takes a unilateral step, say on 
Jerusalem, with a proposal that the head- 
quarters be moved into east Jerusalem, I 
cannot approve that as an unbiased nego- 
tiator or mediator between the two. The 
agreement that I have with the Israelis 
and the Egyptians is that Jerusalem will 
remain an undivided city, that the holy 
places will be freely acceptable [acces- 
sible ]* to all those who want to worship 
there, and that the ultimate legal status of 
Jerusalem will be determined through 
negotiations, understanding that the final 
terms of that negotiation would have to 
be acceptable to the Government of Israel. 
That’s the American position, well under- 
stood by Mr. Begin and all his fellow 
workers, well President 
Sadat and all his fellow workers, and I 
think it’s a sound position. 

I might add that we are very much 
aware that our aid programs and our sup- 
port for Israel is not a benevolent act. My 
duty is to the United States. And when I 
see a strong, united, secure, democratic 
Israel, that is a direct benefit to the secu- 
rity of my own Nation. And I’m very 
proud of the fact that in just 3% years, 
the Congress and I together have pro- 
vided more military and economic aia to 
Israel than in all the other almost 30 years 
of Israel’s existence. This is a good invest- 
ment for us in our own security. And it 
will continue. 


retnn 


- : 
unaci stood by 


TAX CUTS 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Joe Guer- 
rero. Governor Reagan has proposed tax 
cuts which he says will benefit the Ameri- 
can people. However, many experts say 
these would benefit only the wealthy while 
they would take away money used to fund 
Federal programs for the aged, the poor, 


‘White House correction. 
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black and Hispanics. Don’t you feel that 
this would be counter-productive? 

Tue Preswent. Yes. [Laughter] Joe, 
let me explain to you why. 

We have been afflicted in our Nation 
and all over the world this last 12 or 18 
months with the unanticipated and enor- 
mous increase in oil prices. It’s created a 
change in buying habits for Americans 
concerning what kind of automobiles they 
want, as you know. They want the 
smaller, more efficient cars now with high- 
priced gasoline. It’s also created infla- 
tionary pressures for all countries. The in- 
flation rate in Israel is probably almost 
200 percent, and ours, as I say, this 
quarter has been about 7 percent. It’s still 
too high, but the inflationary pressures 
are there. 

Governor Reagan has come out here, 
in an election year, with a massive tax 
reduction proposal called Reagan-Kemp- 
Roth. Its primary benefits would be for 
rich people—and maybe there are some 
in the audience—{laughter|—because a 
person making $200,000 a year, under 
Reagan’s proposal, would get 35 times 
more tax benefits than a family making 
$20,000 a year. This would create a flood 
of money into the American economy, if 
it ever should be put into effect, that 
meant that for a given level of products, 
as they were bid for, with that flood of 
money, inflation would go sky high. It 
would just be like pouring gasoline on a 
fire. 

My tax proposal, which we will put into 
effect next year, is anti-inflationary in 
nature. Most of it will go to encourage 
industry to create new tools and new 
plants, to encourage American workers 
to be more productive and to increase 
jobs. There are two other elements of it. 
One is to offset the increase in social secu- 
rity payments next year, to keep the social 
security system sound. And the other ele- 
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ment is to eliminate the so-called marriage 
penalty, because now, as you know, a man 
and woman who are married and who are 
living together and both working pay 
higher income taxes than aman and 
woman who are living together, both 
working, who are not married, and that 
to me is destructive to the family sys- 
tem of our country. So, we’re going to 
change that. 

And finally let me say that Governor 
Reagan’s proposals are absolutely ridicu- 
lous. There’s no way for him to cut taxes 
30 percent the next 3 years, have a mas- 
sive increase in the Federal spending for 
defense above and beyond a large increase 
that’s been put into effect by me, without 
eliminating almost completely all the Fed- 
eral programs that are precious and dear 
to the people who need help most. 

His attitude is expressed pretty ac- 
curately when he refers to the minimum 
wage. And the Wall Street Journal article 
yesterday said that his advisers will urge 
him to completely eliminate the mini- 
mum wage. He has said about it, “The 
minimum wage has caused more misery 
and more unemployment than anything 
since the Great Depression.” 

And I know in Toledo at this time with 
the automobile industry changing, taking 
place, there are people, hard-working 
families, who are temporarily unem- 
ployed. That situation is improving lately, 
but still you have that. Governor Reagan 
says that unemployment compensation is 
a prepaid vacation for freeloaders. I’m 
quoting him exactly. That’s the attitude 
that might be expressed from the Oval 
Office if Governor Reagan should be in 
office. It’s not only his tax program but it’s 
his historic, long-term, and most recent 
statements and attitudes that concern me 
very deeply. 

So, I agree with your premise and your 
question. 
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VIEWS ON GOVERNMENT 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Pete 
Ganzel. I’m 18 years old, and this is my 
first time voting in the Presidential 
election. 


First of all, I want to say I feel very 
alienated from our Government. And the 
question I have is, how can you bring the 
Government down to reach me person- 
ally? And also, as a youth I feel that 
there’s really no one in the Government 
who will sit down, listen to my criticism, 
listen to my suggestions, listen to my ideas, 
and give us some straight answers, no tra- 
ditional political doubletalk, which we 
hear so much in the past, and we also 
hear it in the elections going on now. 


For instance, if you are elected and if I 
would come to Washington, D.C., would 
you give up 3 hours of your time, sit 
down, and talk to me? [Laughter] 

THE PresiweNnT. No. Steve, I couldn’t 
promise you that I could give you 3 hours 
of my time. There are 230 million people 
in this Nation, and if I gave everybody 3 
hours I wouldn’t have any way to deal 
with the problems that you and I discuss. 
But one thing that I have done is to come 
to places like this. 

I had two of these kinds of sessions yes- 
terday with smaller groups, one in the 
Grand Rapids area, a little town called 
Wyoming, just high school students, 
where the five high schools chose their five 
outstanding students and they came and 
cross-examined me in front of the local 
television, radio news media and also the 
national press, and earlier with a group in 
Gloucester City, New Jersey, where one 
Catholic family in the Knights of Colum- 
bus Hall brought all the members—about 
60 of their family and friends and they 
asked me questions about government 
issues that affected them. And I answered 
those questions in public and I’m doing 
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the same thing today. I’ll go from here out 
to a farm nearby, to talk about 
agriculture. 

I’ve done this all during the campaign. 
I have to say that Governor Reagan has 
not. He’s not had a town meeting, and 
he’s not going to have a town meeting. He 
very seldom has even a press interview, 
because, as you know, when he has made a 
statement, quite often it’s been very em- 
barrassing. I’m eager to have my views 
known clearly to you and otherwise. 

Lud Ashley, I presume, is your Con- 
gressman. It’s much easier for him to deal 
directly with you or a small group of your 
classmates. If you have—and I’m sure 
Lud would be glad to. Lud, is that right? 
And to a large degree, Steve, I get my in- 
structions from people like Lud Ashley 
and Don Pease and Howard Metzen- 
baum and John Glenn about what I ought 
to do for Ohio. But our system of govern- 
ment is such that you, dealing with Mayor 
DeGood, if you live in Toledo, or dealing 
with your own Congressman, Lud Ashley, 
or with your Senator, can present your 
views to me indirectly. And in a system 
like this, a session like this, you can present 
your views to me directly. 

I might say one other thing. There’s no 
reason for you to be alienated from your 
government. Are you 18 now? 

Q. Yes. 

Tue Present. So you'll be able to 
vote on November the 4th. That vote is 
crucial. You’ve heard us discuss today 
matters of inflation, employment, the 
aged. You’ve heard discussion about tax- 
ation, about Israel, about peace. Those 
kinds of things are important to you and 
to all Americans. 

So, I will continue to let my views be 
known, as clearly as I can. I’ll honor the 
views of your own local elected officials, 
and also I’m very interested in your views 
as well. So, you can write to me, call me, 
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and if you come by Washington, Ill be 
glad to see you briefly. But I can’t promise 
you the 3 hours, okay? 

Q. Thank you. 

Q. Mr. President, my name is John 
Drolshagen. I’m an unemployed, disabled 
vet. It’s kind of a redundancy, I think. 
My question is why the veterans, disabled 
and the rest of us, are treated as third- 
class citizens, and why the Agent Orange 
syndrome from Vietnam is being pushed 
under the carpet? And who comes out 
with the figures of what is acceptable for 
catching cancer from this—what percent- 
age? I'd like to know who says it’s okay 
that an “x” amount of us have Agent 
Orange and that’s to be accepted? 

Tue Presiwent. Ill try to answer 
that—John, is that right? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT. John, when I became 
President, I was very concerned about the 
situation with veterans, and particularly 
Vietnam veterans. There was no screen- 
ing process for veterans from the Vietnam 
war who had either psychological prob- 
lems or physicial problems as a result of 
any debilitating or damaging experience 
in the war. I searched this country over to 
find the best person possible to head up 
the Veterans Administration, who had a 
special insight into Vietnam veteran prob- 
lems, and I chose Max Cleland who’s the 
Veterans Administration Administrator. 
He’s a triple paraplegic. He was injured 
in Vietnam. He’s a very strong and able 
person. He was a senior staff member of 
the Senate Veteran’s Committee, work- 
ing along with John Glenn, Howard Met- 
zenbaum, and others who are especially 
interested in veterans. 

We've established now several thousand 
screening centers around the Nation 
where Vietnam veterans, in particular, 
can come and get a special insight into 
their own problems and get treatment. 
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We've had special job programs created 
for Vietnam veterans since I’ve been in 
office. It never existed before. We've ex- 
tended the time within which the GI bill 
can be honored for Vietnam veterans. 

In addition to that, we’ve had a very 
good increase annually, for the first time, 
in veterans benefits. No President’s ever 
done that before, but every year we’ve 
increased veterans benefits at least to try 
to stay up with the cost of inflation. We’ve 
done that four times since I’ve been in 
office. 

On the Agent Orange question, it’s a 
very serious problem. Max Cleland, with 
a staff of both scientists and doctors, is 
trying as best he can to find out the facts 
about the Agent Orange effect on people’s 
lives and health. And if you have a special 
problem for that, I hope that you will call 
Max Cleland. I’ll have my staff tell him 
to wait for your call, and he can refer you 
to specifically the people in his agency and 
the Veterans Administration that can an- 
swer your question. So, if you would just 
give my staff members your name and 
address and telephone number. And if 
you wish, I’ll have Max Cleland give you 
a call personally about it. 

Keech LeGrand? says that’s all the 
questions I can take. Can I take one more, 
Keech? I’m going to be late. 

Thank you, ma’am. I'l] take it. 


PRESIDENTS INCUMBENCY 


Q. Mr. President, this will be brief. Ev- 
erybody knows, everybody should know 
that the problems that beset this Nation 
today are not the doing of one man, nor 
will they be undone by one man. Yet a 
second term offers you greater understand- 
ing, experience, greater strength, greater 
freedom, conviction to act. Why is this not 
more positive in your campaign? 


* White House staff advance person. 
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Tue Preswent. Thank you, ma’am. 
Well, as you know, in the heat of a cam- 
paign it’s often very difficult for a candi- 
date to make those points as well as you 
just made it then. We’ve not had a 
President who’s served two full terms 
since Dwight Eisenhower, because of 
different circumstances, assassination, res- 
ignation, and other tragedies. And I be- 
lieve that it is to the advantage of the 
American people to understand the con- 
tinuity that is valuable to us. 

If you were managing a major corpora- 
tion or trying to determine the affairs of 
a major city, obviously someone who had 
been in that office for 3 or 4 years would 
be much more knowledgeable about the 
interest groups and the challenges and the 
problems and their possible solutions ; also 
the intricacies of the Federal Government 
bureaucracy, just a knowledge about 
other nations on Earth and their leaders, 
their characteristics, their hopes and their 
dreams, and the problem, troubled areas. 
But in the heat of a campaign, charges 
are made against an incumbent admin- 
istration that quite often steal the head- 
lines. 

I was in Orlando, Florida, this week. 
And I noticed, for instance, the headlines, 
“Reagan Charges United States Has Lost 
Military Supremacy”—big headline. And 
it went on to say that we have now, be- 
cause of the maladministration of the in- 
cumbent President become, and I quote 
Mr. Reagan, “This administration has 
allowed the United States to become 
number two in military power.” And it 
went on to say, “collapse of the American 
will and the retreat of American power.” 
The date on that is September 1976. He 
was talking about President Ford, and 
it’s hard for me to understand how, if 
President Ford and Kissinger let the Na- 
tion become the number two military 
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power, how I have let the Nation become 
a number two military power. 

This kind of rhetoric and exaggeration 
in a political campaign tends to cover up 
what actually is the circumstance in our 
country. Our country is not second to any 
in military power; it will never be. And 
just to continue the tradition, I’d like to 
read to you the response that President 
Ford’s spokesman made. He said, refer- 
ring to Governor Reagan’s comment, he 
said, “This is the kind of thing you could 
read in every right-wing magazine in the 
last 5 years.” I’m not making that com- 
ment, I’m just quoting President Ford 4 
years ago about Governor Reagan. 

The point is that the people of this 
Nation in a political campaign have to 
stop and consider what is our Nation’s 
circumstance, what has been accom- 
plished in energy, in the number of jobs 
built, in how Toledo itself has changed 
in the last 2 or 3 years, whether senior 
citizens are now more secure, whether we 
are reducing oil imports, whether peace 
has been brought to the Middle East, 
whether we’ve opened up new friendships 
with a billion people on Earth in China, 
whether our defense establishment is 
strong, whether our Nation has stayed at 
peace. These are the kinds of issues that 
I think are proof of what has been done 
under this administration and gives a good 
preview of what will be done if an ex- 
perienced President, knowing how to 
work with the Congress, knowing how to 
deal with these issues, can stay in office 
another 4 years. I’m glad you asked the 
question. It gave me a chance to answer 
it. 

Thank you very much, everybody. God 
bless you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 10:03 a.m. in 
the Roy Start High School gymnasium. 
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Waterville Township, Ohio 


Remarks to Area Residents. 
October 25, 1980 


Thank you, Governor John Glenn. 
[Laughter] Senator Glenn is one of the 
great leaders of our Nation, a hero who 
has put the brightest feature of our coun- 
try before the eyes of the entire world, as 
you know, in the military and now in the 
Senate. It’s indeed an honor for me to be 
introduced by him. He’s a man who is 
familiar with Ohio problems and inter- 
national problems as well. I’m also grate- 
ful that Senator Howard Metzenbaum is 
here, another great leader. You are indeed 
well represented in the United States 
Senate. 

I was with Lud Ashley and Don Pease 
earlier, and I’m very grateful today to be 
with two people that at this moment are 
even more important to me and that’s 
Don and Carolyn Schaller and their 
family. 

Bob Bergland, a great Secretary of Ag- 
riculture, is also here, and after my speech 
he will be available to answer questions 
from the farm organizations and the farm 
reporters, because what I’ve decided to do 
here on this beautiful farm is to make a 
more formal address, not only to this 
group assembled here but for the entire 
Nation, on one of the most important 
subjects that could possibly be discussed 
by any President and particularly during 
a campaign season and that’s on 
agriculture. 

This is a story that hasn’t been ade- 
quately told. And this speech will be re- 
corded, and later it will be replayed in all 
the great agricultural States of the Nation. 
You might be interested in knowing, for 
instance, that the number one industry in 
New York State is agriculture, and, of 
course, I come from an agricultural State 
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as well. I have to admit, looking out at 
this beautiful, black soil, that we could use 
it as fertilizer on my farm—{laughter]— 
and make a better crop. 

But today I want to make this speech 
verbatim so I will refer to my notes. And 
I wish you'd listen very carefully, because 
this message, that comes to you directly 
from me, will be going to literally millions 
of others in this Nation, both in the cities 
and on the farms, who believe that God 
has given us a great gift in our land over 
which we have a responsibility to exercise 
proper stewardship. 

You have an important choice to make 
on November the 4th, not just between 
two candidates and two parties, but your 
choice could be between two different fu- 
tures, for you and for your children and 
for your country. Nowhere is that choice 
more clear than in the future of our 
Nation’s agriculture. 

The farm programs of the last five dec- 
ades, 50 years, came originally from 
Franklin D. Roosevelt in the New Deal. 
Democratic Presidents and Democrats in 
Congress have supported and have im- 
proved these programs. For 8 years before 
I took office, Republican Presidents mis- 
managed the affairs of American farmers. 
They repeatedly vetoed needed price sup- 
port legislation. Four times in 1973, 1974, 
and 1975, the two Republican Presidents 
embargoed farm exports, including those 
to some of our most important interna- 
tional trading partners, not to protect our 
Nation’s strategic and security interests, 
but for the express purpose of driving 
American farm prices down. There was 
no real effort to develop new farm mar- 
kets such as those in Mexico and in China. 

The Republicans imposed price con- 
trols on food and cut off food aid to hun- 
gry nations while production costs on the 
farms soared. Poorly managed grain in- 
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spection as you well remember allowed 
substandard shipments of American grain 
overseas to tarnish the reputation of 
American farmers. Domestic markets 
were flooded with imported meat at the 
worst time for our farmers and our 
ranchers. Import quotas for dairy prod- 
ucts went up five times in one year alone. 
By the time I took office, grain prices were 
in a tailspin. 

Think back to 1976 and early 1977. 
Cattle producers were liquidating herds 
after 4 years of heavy losses. Farm income 
was dropping fast. Consumers and pro- 
ducers were in open confrontation. And 
our Nation’s reputation as a reliable ex- 
porter of farm products had been severely 
damaged. In short, the farm policy that I 
inherited was an unholy mess. 

I came into office with a lifetime of ex- 
perience in farming. As a boy, I got up at 
4 o’clock in the morning, as many of you 
did, to catch the mules and be in the field, 
waiting for it to be light enough so I 
would know how to plow the rows of cot- 
ton and corn and peanuts so that I would 
not plow up the crops as we tried to con- 
trol the bermuda grass. And we got back 
to the house after sundown and then had 
to feed and water the livestock without 
electricity on the farm to help. I grew up 
learning the hard way about the hard 
work and the complex economics of farm- 
ing, and how valuable and how vulner- 
able farm families are to distant economic 
events over which we had very little con- 
trol or influence in those days. 


I learned the value of listening to other 
farmers. That’s why I appointed Bob 
Bergland, a farmer, as my Secretary of 
Agriculture. That was a radical departure 
from the Republican policy of recruiting 
from the boardrooms of large agribusiness 
corporations, from large banks, and from 
commodity exchanges, the Secretaries of 
Agriculture who served under Repub- 
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licans’ administration. That may explain 
the Republican indifference to the ordi- 
nary farmer, but I changed that, and this 
is how. And I hope you’ll listen carefully. 

First, we set out to reduce government 
interference and to return production and 
marketing decisions to farmers. The 
cornerstone of this policy is a farmer- 
owned grain reserve, which has taken 
government out of the grain business. The 
grain reserve has become one of the most 
effective farm marketing tools ever de- 
vised. Just look at the results. In the last 
4 years, we’ve had several record large 
crops; in wheat and corn there have been 
back-to-back record years. In 1979 we 
saw record yields unequaled in history in 
six major crops. Yet the bottom did not 
fall out of the market, thanks to the grain 
reserve. When prices began to weaken, 
enough farmers put their grain into the 
reserve on their own farms to cushion the 
market. They were able to hold off selling 
when prices dipped. And when prices 
rose, the farmers, not the middlemen, 
cashed in. 

At the same time we began the re- 
serve, we increased aid for building on- 
farm storage. Since 1976 farmers built 
1.8 billion more bushels of on-the-farm 
grain storage capacity. And last month, 
I approved legislation to help build even 
more. 

We did away with the out-dated and 
the rigid acreage allotment system, which 
you remember. Farmers were freed to 
make planting decisions based on market 
conditions, rather than on Federal bu- 
reaucratic conditions. 

There were other accomplishments, 
too. 


Beginning with the Food and Agricul- 
ture Act of 1977, which many of you 
helped to draft, I acted to bring price 
supports and loan rates in line with pro- 
duction costs. I sought price levels to keep 
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pace with rapidly rising production costs 
and adjusted them higher again within 
the last 3 months. We adopted a formula 
for target prices based on the cost of pro- 
duction for each crop. When that for- 
mula failed to adjust rapidly enough, we 
corrected it with new legislation. 

In contrast to Republican vetoes, I 
moved quickly to restore health to the 
dairy industry. Within weeks of taking 
office, I increased the support level. And 
then, we worked with Congress to enact 
an 80-percent-of-parity minimum. Last 
year we extended this authority. 

I moved quickly to improve our inade- 
quate promotion of agricultural exports. 
We lowered overseas barriers to our farm 
exports with the new trade treaty con- 
cluded last year. We opened trade offices, 
under Bob Bergland’s leadership, in key 
importing countries. We greatly increased 
export credits and have worked hand in 
hand with the private sector through the 
cooperator program. Perhaps most im- 
portant, we carefully laid the foundation 
for opening important new markets in 
foreign countries, like in China. 

To protect and preserve our basic soil 
and water resources, I signed into law the 
landmark Soil and Water Resources Con- 
servation Act. The Republicans attempted 
to weaken the agricultural conservation 
program. I strengthened it. I increased 
support for agricultural research by 
nearly 50 percent in just 3 years. I also 
moved quickly with special help to farm- 
ers who suffered from natural disasters 
like this summer’s heat and drought. We 
expanded to $6 billion the economic emer- 
gency loan program we began in 1978, 
and I just signed into law a new crop in- 
surance program to protect farmers 
against weather, crop disease, and insect 
losses. 


My administration has also supported 
farmer cooperatives. We defended the 
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Capper-Volstead Act against those who 
wanted to gut it. We kept the adminis- 
tration of this vital authority in the hands 
of the Secretary of Agriculture where it 
belongs. We supported export ventures by 
farm cooperatives and got rid of regula- 
tions that kept cooperatives from partic- 
ipating fully in commodity loan pro- 
grams. We also expanded and modern- 
ized farm credit programs, including a 
special program for beginning farmers. 
Of all the funds loaned by the Farmers 
Home Administration in its 45 years, 
nearly half have been loaned by this 
administration. 

My administration has been especially 
sensitive both to agriculture’s unique en- 
ergy needs and to the opportunity for 
farmers to become producers of energy. I 
assigned the highest priority allocation of 
all during energy shortages to agriculture. 

We passed the windfall profits tax over 
Republican opposition, and I established 
a program to provide over $10 billion 
during this decade to produce gasohol 
from the crops of American farms. When 
I took office production of gasohol was 
barely measurable. I set a production 
capacity target of 500 million gallons of 
alcohol by the end of next year, enough 
so that gasohol wili amount to 10 percent 
of all unleaded gasoline sold in America. 
Secretary Bergland has just approved 
guarantees for 15 new plants to produce 
246 million gallons of alcohol. The re- 
sult of all this speaks for itself. 

In the 4 years of my administration, 
total gross farm income, total net farm in- 
come, total production, total consump- 
tion, and total farm exports topped any 
previous record of any period in the his- 
tory of this Nation. Farm exports, in dol- 
lars and in volume, have set new records 
in every single year of my administration. 
We'll set another record with an $8 bil- 
lion increase in exports this year for a 
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total $40 billion, the biggest annual gain 
in history. 

We have broadened and diversified our 
exports so that markets will be more sound 
in the future, with changing circum- 
stances. We’ve more than tripled sales to 
Mexico. We’ve increased our feed grain 
exports to Japan and Italy. We are now 
selling almost 7 times as much to 
China and to Taiwan as we did in 1976. 
In fact, China is now the world’s largest 
single buyer of American cotton and one 
of the largest buyers of American grain. 

The sharp drop in farm prices that we 
inherited in 1977—and think back on 
those years—has reversed. Despite record 
production, which ordinarily would drive 
farm prices down, prices have risen stead- 
ily in the last 4 years, Corn has gone from 
$1.60 in 1977 to over $3. Wheat has gone 
from $2 to over $4. Cattle prices have dou- 
bled, from $32 to $64. Milk that sold for 
less than $10 in 1977 now sells for more 


than $13. 


I’m not completely satisfied with the 
record I’ve outlined to you. The cost freeze 
and squeeze on farmers has been severe 
and has limited net farm income too long. 
But we’ve made good progress, working 
with you as partners, and more progress 
is still to come. 

In contrast to this, my Republican op- 
ponent does not understand the complex 
reality of our farm economy. Just a few 
months ago he said that he was not fa- 
miliar with parity. He said farm price 
supports, and I quote him, “subsidize the 
inefficient.” He said, and I quote again, 
“Dairy subsidies are subsidizing those who 
could not compete.” To be fair, my oppo- 
nent recently dropped a lifetime of oppo- 
sition to government farm programs. He 
now says he would keep the basic ele- 
ments of my programs in effect. And why 
not? The farm programs of this adminis- 
tration work. American farmers will have 
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to decide how confident they are of Gov- 
ernor Reagan’s election year conversion. 

For the next 4 years I will propose even 
more forward-looking farm programs. 
We'll use the experience of the last 4 years 
to draft the 1981 farm bill—as you know, 
it’s up for repassage next year—that re- 
sponds to various farm needs, but most of 
all to the family farm. As before, we'll 
work with farmers and with your own or- 
ganizations in developing the new pro- 
posals as we did in 1977 which will shape 
your economic lives. 


We're going to continue to reduce gov- 
ernment regulation in our economy, in- 
cluding agriculture. We’ll push ahead on 
fuel conservation, gasohol, solar innova- 
tions. We need to improve transportation 
systems for getting farm products to mar- 
ket, and to that end I’ve authorized an 
effort to create farmer-run transportation 
co-ops much like rural electric co-ops. 
We're going to help farmers export even 
more, improving the links between mar- 
ket development and assistance to devel- 
oping nations, and increasing promotion 
of value added products like meat, poul- 
try, breeding animals, and soy bean prod- 
ucts. We’ll continue to protect our farm- 
land and the productivity of its soil. And 
we'll continue our efforts to expand re- 
search and education. 

Before closing, I want to say a few 
words about the most controversial farm 
issue of this election year—the suspension 
of grain sales to the Soviet Union. 

In 1976 I promised America’s farmers 
that I would resort to an embargo only 
if our national security or foreign policy 
interests were threatened, and never just 
to keep prices down. I kept my word. 

When the Soviets invaded Afghanistan 
earlier this year, last year in winter, I saw 
this for what it was: brutal aggression 
with ominous implications for the secu- 
rity of that region and, indeed, the world. 
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As your President, I took immediate ac- 
tion. I curtailed Russian fishing rights in 
our waters. I stopped the sale of many 
high-technology products that the Soviets 
needed. I stopped phosphate sales to the 
Soviet Union. And I suspended the ship- 
ment of grain beyond that included under 
our official Government agreement with 
the Soviets, 8 million bushels [tons] * per 
year. 

When I announced this, shortly before 
the Iowa caucuses, as a matter of fact, I 
told the American farmers we all would 
bear the costs—not just the farmers. I 
don’t have any doubt that the farmers 
have borne the heaviest load. I recognize 
that. But we used tax dollars to remove 
from the market more grain than was 
originally scheduled to be sold to the Sovi- 
ets. The net budget cost was less than $600 
[million].? 

I imposed restraints on trade with the 
Soviet Union for one simple reason. Their 
invasion of Afghanistan was brutal aggres- 
sion which threatened the interests of the 
United States and the free world. These 
restrictions have hurt the Soviets, and 
they are going to continue to hurt as long 
as they are fighting and killing the people 
of Afghanistan. 

The people of the Soviet Union are 
eating even less meat now than they did 
5 years ago. They have less meat to eat 
in the Soviet Union than any other na- 
tion in all of Europe. Even their satellite 
countries are better off, and the Soviet 
situation is getting worse. This crop year 
they face a shortage of up to 60 million 
tons of grain, and they will not come close 
to making that up so long as the United 
States stands firm. And so long as Soviet 
aggression continues and the security 
threat exists, we will stand firm. We will 
continue to find more permanent and de- 


* White House correction. 
* White House correction. 
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pendable customers for farm products to 
ensure that the American farmer does not 
suffer because of a lack of export oppor- 
tunities. 

My Republican opponent has tried to 
make political hay out of this decision. He 
claims to be opposed to the embargo. I 
think it’s about time we look at the facts. 
The fact of the matter is that Governor 
Reagan publicly and directly opposed 
selling any grain whatsoever to the Soviet 
Union until he saw a chance to benefit 
politically from the decision that I had to 
make. 

In 1975 he suggested using a grain em- 
bargo to force the Soviets out of Angola. 
In 1979 he threatened a similar grain 
embargo against Nigeria, the largest, most 
prosperous, and most influential country 
in Africa. 

Three months before the invasion of 
Afghanistan, he said, and I quote, “If the 
Russians want to buy wheat from us, I 
would not sell it to them.” The truth is 
that he never once raised his voice in op- 
position to the embargoes imposed under 
Mr. Nixon and Ford. And those embar- 
goes were not imposed to protect our na- 
tional interests. They were not directed 
against an aggressor nation. They were 
designed to do one thing and one thing 
only: to force down the prices American 
farmers get for your crops. 

American farmers can decide now how 
much credit Mr. Reagan should get for 
reversing 5 years of public, unqualified 
support for food embargoes just in time 
for the election. 

As I said at the beginning of this talk, 
the differences between me and my op- 
ponent, between the Democratic Party 
and the Republican Party are great. They 
are not just differences in degree. They 
are deep differences that will affect the 
life of everyone listening to my voice. 
They pose to you an important question: 
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Do you want to place the critical ques- 
tions facing American agriculture—en- 
ergy, price supports, export development, 
soil conservation, cooperatives, science, 
education—in the hands of a man who 
has not shown a basic grasp of our farm 
economy? Or do you choose another like 
future, guided by the steady and 
experienced leadership of someone 
you, a farmer, working with Bob Berg- 
land, a farmer, and with farm organiza- 
tions and you, the farmers of this Nation, 
who understand the problems and oppor- 
tunities which are existing now before 
other American farmers who are not here 
today? 

I want to strengthen our farm econ- 
omy—for your sake, yes, but also for the 
sake of all the American people. I’m ask- 
ing you for another 4 years as your Presi- 
dent to continue to accomplish that 
worthy goal. I need your help on Novem- 
ber 4. 

Thank you very much. God bless you 
all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. in 
the Schaller residence. 


Foreign Service Salary 
Schedule 
Executive Order 12249. October 25, 1980 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent of the United States of America 
under Section 403 of the Foreign Service 
Act of 1980 (Public Law 96-465 approved 
October 17, 1980), and in order to es- 
tablish a new Foreign Service Schedule, 
it is hereby ordered as follows: 

1-101. Salary classes for certain mem- 
bers of the Foreign Service are established 
as set forth in the Foreign Service Sched- 
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ule attached hereto and made a part 
hereof. 

1-102. Notwithstanding the provisions 
of Executive Order No. 12248, and pur- 
suant to the provisions of Section 2101 of 
the Foreign Service Act of 1980, the 
salary rates set forth in the attached For- 
eign Service Schedule shall take effect on 
the first day of the first pay period which 
begins on or after October 1, 1980. 

Jummy CarTER 
The White House, 

October 25, 1980. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:31 a.m., October 27, 1980] 


NOTE: The schedule is printed in the FEDERAL 
RecisTer of October 28, 1980. 

The text of the Executive order was released 
on October 27. 


Trade With the Soviet Union 


Letter to Senator Henry Jackson Concerning 
the Jackson-Vanik Amendment to the Trade 
Act of 1974. October 25, 1980 


Dear Senator Jackson: 

You wrote to ask my views about sec- 
tion 402 of the Trade Act of 1974, the 
Jackson-Vanik amendment. 

From the beginning of my Presidency I 
emphasized our commitment as a nation 
to human rights as a fundamental tenet 
on which our foreign policy would be 
based. That commitment of mine is as 
deep and as important to me today as it 
was then. 

You have always been a pioneer in the 
area of human rights and your leadership 
and support have been instrumental in 
our success. I am sure that the record will 
show that American words and actions in 
the last period have left their mark on the 
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rest of the world. Because of our leader- 
ship the defense of human rights has its 
rightful place on the world agenda for 
everyone to see. 

The Jackson-Vanik amendment, which 
you authored, represents an important 
statement of our nation’s commitment to 
the free emigration of Soviet Jewry. As 
you well know, I, along with you, have 
been specifically concerned about Jewish 
emigration from the Soviet Union. The 
year before I became President, Jewish 
emigration was about 14,000. Last year it 
was up to 50,000—the highest level in 
more than 10 years. The lower rate this 
year in the wake of the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan is of great concern. We will 
continue to register our strong concern 
about this low level of emigration at the 
Review Conference on Security and Co- 
operation which will meet in Madrid next 
month. The Soviet Union has an obliga- 
tion to honor its Helsinki commitment. 

After the Afghanistan invasion, I took 
a number of steps, including the suspen- 
sion of grain sales and the restriction of 
high-technology exports to the Soviet 
Union, to make quite clear to the Soviets 
that we cannot conduct business-as-usual 
with them while their troops are occupy- 
ing another country. 

With the Soviet troops still in Afghani- 
stan and with unacceptable denials of free 
emigration, it is totally inappropriate to 
consider any changes to section 402 of the 
Trade Act of 1974, and I have no inten- 
tion of doing so. Furthermore, I can as- 
sure you that the U.S. delegation under 
the leadership of Ambassadors Griffin 
Bell and Max Kampelman at the CSCE 
Conference in Madrid will take every op- 
portunity to make clear to the Soviet 
Union that their record of emigration is 
a violation of the Helsinki accords. 

I value your views on this subject and 
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I look forward to working closely with 
you on these very vital issues. 
Sincerely, 
Jummy CarTeR 


NOTE: The text of the letter was released on 
October 27. 


Wayne County, 
West Virginia 


Remarks at a Rally With Area 
Residents. October 27, 1980 


Tue Presiwent. Thank you very much, 
Governor Jay Rockefeller, who is des- 
tined, I believe, because of the deep ap- 
preciation of the West Virginia people for 
what he is and what he has been and what 
he will do, to be the next Governor of 
your great State. And I look forward to 
working with him during the next 4 years. 

And I’m also grateful to Jennings Ran- 
dolph, a man who sets a standard for pub- 
lic service that is an inspiration to us all. 
As Wendell Ford and Carl Perkins and 
Nick Joe Rahall and all of us who’ve 
served in Washington together know, most 
of the new ideas that come forward for 
us to address have already been under- 
stood and proposed by Jennings Ran- 
dolph, because he has his heart close to 
the people of this Nation. And when 
there’s a real need for better housing, bet- 
ter transportation, better use of coal, bet- 
ter life for the working families of this 
Nation, Jennings Randolph seems to have 
a special sensitivity to understand that 
need and to lead the rest of us in meeting 
those needs for all. 

I’m grateful, too, to have a chance to 
come here to meet with people from Ohio, 
particularly Kentucky, because they are 
represented here by a great Governor and 
also by a great Senator. And Carl Perkins, 
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a Congressman from across the river, is 
one of my greatest friends of all. 

Let me say that I’ve spent the last few 
days thinking about the upcoming debate 
tomorrow night. As Wendell Ford pointed 
out, my opponent is not out campaigning 
among the people; he’s trying to decide 
what role he’s going to play in the debate 
tomorrow night. The problem that I’ve 
had in preparing myself for the debate is, 
which Ronald Reagan am I going to face 
tomorrow evening on television? Because 
as the election has progressed and as we 
get closer and closer to the voting time, he 
has flip-flopped on almost every conceiv- 
able issue depending upon what audience 
happens to be listening to him at the par- 
ticular time. 

He’s been strongly against, even prayed 
against, aid for New York City, but lately 
he’s been in New York, telling them how 
much he loves New York. He was against 
many things for which he now professes to 
support. Not too long ago, as a matter of 
fact this October, in the automobile 
workers in the Chrysler plant, he was tell- 
ing them how proud he was that the Fed- 
eral Government, with the help of the 
people on this stage, had helped Chrysler 
stay solvent. But that contrasts with the 
Ronald Reagan of last October, who said 
he didn’t see anything with 
Chrysler going bankrupt. 

I don’t know if I’ll be debating the Ron- 
ald Reagan who now professes to be for 
safety and health of workers, or one who 
replied not long ago when somebody said 
that OSHA, the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration, ought to be abol- 
ished, who stood there and said, “Amen.” 
I don’t know if I’ll be debating a man of 
this election campaign who now professes 
to be for improving the social security sys- 
tem, or one who on at least four different 
occasions has suggested making social se- 
curity voluntary, a proposal that would 
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mean the end of a strong and viable social 
security system. 

I don’t know if I’m running against 
a man who opposed selling grain to the 
Soviet Union last year, or the one who 
declined this year to support the grain 
embargo after the Soviets had invaded 
Afghanistan. I don’t know if I’m debating 
a Ronald Reagan who now professes to 
be for working families, but who’s against 
labor law reform, who’s against the Davis- 
Bacon Act, who said about the minimum 
wage that it’s caused more misery and 
more unemployment than anything since 
the Great Depression, and who said just 
this year again that the primary cause of 
unemployment was the minimum wage. 

I don’t know if I’m debating against 
a man who now professes to be for work- 
ing families who are temporarily unem- 
ployed, or one who said not too long ago 
that unemployment compensation was 
just a prepaid vacation for freeloaders. I 
don’t know if I’m debating a man who 
lately professes to be almost in the image 
of Franklin Roosevelt, or one who a little 
earlier said that the foundation for the 
New Deal was fascism. 


I may be having difficulty predicting 
what Governor Reagan will be saying in 


this debate, but we all know which 
Ronald Reagan would sit in the Oval 
Office if the Republicans win this election. 
It'll be the same Ronald Reagan who said 
just a few weeks ago that he hasn’t 
changed his position in the last 20 years, 
the Ronald Reagan who worked to kill 
Medicare, who opposes national health 
insurance, who rejects a decade of prog- 
ress in nuclear arms control, who wants to 
scrap the synthetic fuels program, which 
will take coal from this region and con- 
vert it into synthetic fuel, that’s the key 
to breaking the OPEC stranglehold which 
they formerly had on us. 

There’s one thing in this election that 
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is certain, though, and I want you to 
listen very carefully to this, because you've 
got a good voting record in this area. Re- 
publicans always campaign like Demo- 
crats. You’ve heard them. They quote 
Franklin D. Roosevelt; they quote Harry 
Truman; they quote John Kennedy; they 
quote Lyndon Johnson. But think about 
this question: Have you ever heard a Re- 
publican candidate for President quoting 
a Republican President? 

AUDIENCE. No! 

Tue Preswent. No. Never, never. But 
when they get in the Oval Office, they’re 
just like all the Republican Presidents 
that have caused hardship and trial and 
tribulation and forgotten the working 
families of this country, but they try to 
mislead you the last few days before the 
election. That’s one thing you can count 
on. Republicans will govern like Republi- 
cans. Don’t you forget it on election day. 

I want to say just a word about coal. 
I’m proud to have been able in my ad- 
ministration, working with your Demo- 
cratic Governors, United States Senators, 
the Members of Congress, to do more for 
the coal industry than ever before in the 
history of this country. Listen to this: We 
will produce more coal in 1980 than has 
ever before been produced in the United 
States of America. We will exceed 800 
million tons for the first time, and the 
trend is in the right direction. This is the 
first year in our history in which more 
than 50 percent of all our Nation’s elec- 
tricity has been produced from coal. 


Our exports of coal to foreign countries 
will set an alltime record this year. And 
we could load millions more tons of coal 
on ships to be sold overseas if we just had 
the transportation system and the port 
loading facilities available for this new 
demand for coal that’s been brought 
about by the policies of our administra- 
tion. 
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In the near future, as you know, you 
will have an exciting, new, bright life 
ahead of you as we begin to produce 
synthetic liquids and gaseous fuels from 
your coal. We can triple—triple—United 
States coal production in the next 15 
years if we keep Democrats in office to 
help you. That’s where we need your 
help. 

As you know, over the past several 
weeks, since the Congress has finally 
passed our new energy policy into law, 
we've begun to move on our new synthetic 
fuels program. We’ve signed historic 
agreements to help finance and to guar- 
antee the construction of synthetic facili- 
ties, including the SRC-1 program in 
Kentucky and the SRC-2 plant in West 
Virginia. These major plants will be the 
forerunner of others in this Nation and 
will show why 75 percent of the $88 bil- 
lion in windfall profits tax will go to pro- 
duce synthetic fuels out of coal. 

The American people have to under- 
stand, though, and this is an important 
thing for you to remember, that coal is 
both a clean fuel and also a safe fuel. 
If we are ever to achieve our goal for 
energy security, do not let anyone try to 
convince you that the best way to pro- 
duce and use more American coal is to 
lower air quality standards or water qual- 
ity standards. To do that will turn the 
American people and the world against 
coal. 

What these men on the platform and 
I have done, working with Sam Church, 
the president of the United Mine 
Workers, is to try to make sure that all 
the projected increases that I’ve described 
to you, all of them, include maintaining 
the quality of our environment. We do 
not have to make people choose between 
jobs and prosperity on one hand and good 
health and a beautiful America on the 
other. We can burn coal, let it be the 
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bright new vision of an independent pol- 
icy in the future, and still keep our air 
clean and our water clean and our land 
productive. Do not let anyone mislead you 
about that, because the best way to turn 
people against coal is for them to think 
that we have to lower those standards for 
air and water quality. 

Last week the Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency extended a plan in Ohio 
which will allow greater use of coal. This 
plan sets limits on average emissions over 
a 30-day period, rather than a daily aver- 
age. And this will continue on into 1982. 
This would allow much greater use of 
Ohio coal. 

Also last week the EPA and Armco 
Steel Company reached agreement on an 
innovative approach to control air pollu- 
tion of the Armco plant in Middletown, 
Ohio. Instead of controlling each individ- 
ual source, it limits the total pollution 
emitted from an imaginary bubble over 
the entire plant. This allows the company 
to concentrate its cleanup efforts on 
sources that are the least costly to control. 
The result is more pollution control per 
dollar spent. This is the first practical 
application of this new principle. And 
now other steel companies throughout the 
Nation can do the same, reducing pollu- 
tion control costs and thus raising capital 
or money to modernize their facilities and 
to put more people to work. 


Just last Friday we announced a grant 
to finance a coke production plant in 
Canova, West Virginia. This would not 
only mean new jobs at the plant when it’s 
finished, but 300 construction jobs and 
1,500 miners will go to work now in West 
Virginia, in Virginia, and in Kentucky. 

In order to meet export demand we 
are going to rebuild our railroads; we 
are going to improve our highways; we 
are going to improve our loading facilities 
at our major seaports. In international en- 
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ergy markets my goal is to replace OPEC 
oil with West Virginia, Ohio, and Ken- 
tucky coal. 

And finally, let me say this: Coal is im- 
portant for the security of our Nation. 
Many of you have spent your lives in the 
coal mines and in the communities sur- 
rounded by the mines. You’ve contributed 
a lot to the quality of life of other Ameri- 
cans. But it’s important, too, to remember 
the well-being and the health and the 
safety of the miners and the miners’ fam- 
ilies, to protect the interests of the mine- 
workers. Working with President Sam 
Church and your representatives, we 
have broadened black lung protection, 
we’ve guaranteed mineworkers’ pensions, 
and I’ve requested extensions of trade ad- 
justment assistance and unemployment 
benefits so that workers do not have to 
bear all the hardships as our Nation faces 
up to rapidly changing economic circum- 
stances and prepares for a brighter eco- 
nomic future. 

If American workers have the tools and 
the training, they can out-produce any 
workers on Earth. And we’re going to give 
them the tools and training. With a new 
energy policy as a foundation, we’re ready 
to move into the future and rebuild op- 
portunities for jobs and a brighter and 
more prosperous life for Americans. At 
the end of the Second World War, 
America rebuilt the industry of Germany; 
America rebuilt the industrial complex of 
Japan. And now it’s time for us to rebuild 
the industrial compiex of the United 
States of America, and that’s what we’re 
going to do. You help me, Ill help you; 
we'll have a better future in the years 
ahead if Democrats are in office. 

Thank you very much. I’m counting on 
you. Work this last week. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 1:24 p.m. at the 
Tri-State Airport. 
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Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women 


Announcement of President’s Intention To 
Transmit the Convention to the Senate. 
October 28, 1980 


The President has indicated his inten- 
tion to send the Convention on the Elim- 
ination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women to the Senate when it 
reconvenes on November 12, 1980. This 
treaty was adopted by the General Assem- 
bly of the United Nations on December 18, 
1979, and signed by Sarah Weddington, 
Assistant to the President, on behalf of the 
Uited States, on July 17, 1980, at the 
World Conference on the U.N. Decade 
for Women in Copenhagen. 

Adoption of the agreement was the 
culmination of several years of negotia- 
tions at the United Nations. The Conven- 
tion defines discrimination against women 
as “any distinction, exclusion or restric- 
tion made on the basis of sex which has 
the effect or purpose of impairing or nulli- 
fying the recognition, enjoyment or exer- 
cise by women, irrespective of their mari- 
tal status, on a basis of equality of men 
and women, of human rights and funda- 
mental freedoms in the political, eco- 
nomic, social, cultural, civil or any other 
field.” 

The Convention requires parties to take 
all appropriate measures to eliminate dis- 
crimination against women in political 
and public life, law, education, employ- 
ment, health care, commercial transac- 
tions, and domestic relations. 

The Convention also establishes a com- 
mittee of 23 non-governmental experts 
who will review compliance with the 
Convention. 

The President will recommend that 
USS. ratification of the treaty be accom- 
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panied bya reservation preserving the 
prerogative of the State governments, 
since some of the subjects covered by the 
Convention are matters curently under 
State jurisdiction. 

Other areas of concern with respect to 
conformity of U.S. law with the Conven- 
tion will be addressed through implement- 
ing legislation or through reservations and 
understandings accompanying U.S. rati- 
fication of the Convention. 


Cleveland, Ohio 
Remarks at the 198¢ Presidential 
Campaign Debate. October 28, 1980 


Ms. HINERFELD. Good evening. 

I’m Ruth Hinerfeld of the League of 
Women Voters Education Fund. Next 
Tuesday is election day. Before going to 
the polls, voters want to understand the 
issues and know the candidates’ positions. 
Tonight, voters will have an opportunity 
to see and hear the major party candidates 
for the Presidency state their views on 
issues that affect us all. The League of 
Women Voters is proud to present this 
Presidential Debate. 

Our moderator is Howard K. Smith. 

Mr. SmirH. Thank you, Ms. Hiner- 
feld. 

The League of Women Voters is 
pleased to welcome to the Cleveland, 
Ohio, Convention Center Music Hall 
President Jimmy Carter, the Democratic 
Party’s candidate for reelection to the 
Presidency, and Governor Ronald Rea- 
gan of California, the Republican Party’s 
candidate for the Presidency. The can- 
didates will debate questions on domestic, 
economic, foreign policy, and national se- 
curity issues. 

The questions are going to be posed by 
a panel of distinguished journalists who 
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are here with me. They are: Marvin 
Stone, the editor of U.S. News and World 
Report; Harry Ellis, national correspond- 
ent of the Christian Science Monitor; 
William Hilliard, assistant managing edi- 
tor of the Portland Oregonian; Barbara 
Walters, correspondent, ABC News. 

The ground rules for this, as agreed by 
you gentlemen, are these: Each panelist 
down here will ask a question, the same 
question, to each of the two candidates. 
After the two candidates have answered, 
a panelist will ask followup questions to 
try to sharpen the answers. The candi- 
dates will then have an opportunity each 
to make a rebuttal. That will constitute 
the first half of the debate, and I will state 
the rules for the second half later on. 


Some other rules: The candidates are 
not permitted to bring prepared notes to 
the podium, but are permitted to make 
notes during the debate. If the candidates 
exceed the allotted time agreed on, I will 
reluctantly but certainly interrupt. We ask 
the Convention Center audience here to 
abide by one ground rule. Please do not 
applaud or express approval or disap- 
proval during the debate. 

Now, based on a toss of the coin, Gover- 
nor Reagan will respond to the first ques- 
tion from Marvin Stone. 


QUESTIONS 


U.S. ARMED FORCES 


Mr. Stone. Governor, as you’re well 
aware, the question of war and peace has 
emerged as a central issue in this cam- 
paign in the give-and-take of recent 
weeks. President Carter’s been criticized 
for responding late to aggressive Soviet 
impulses, for insufficient buildup of our 
Armed Forces, and a paralysis in dealing 
with Afghanistan and Iran. You have 
been criticized for being all too quick to 
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advocate the use of lots of muscle, military 
action, to deal with foreign crises. Spe- 
cifically, what are the differences between 
the two of you on the uses of American 
military power? 

GoveRNor ReacaNn. I don’t know what 
the differences might be, because I don’t 
know what Mr. Carter’s policies are. I do 
know what he has said about mine. And 
I’m only here to tell you that I believe 
with all my heart that our first priority 
must be world peace, and that use of force 
is always and only a last resort, when 
everything else has failed, and then only 
with regard to our national security. 

Now, I believe, also, that meeting this 
mission, this responsibility for preserving 
the peace, which I believe is a responsi- 
bility peculiar to our country, that we 
cannot shirk our responsibility as the 
leader of the Free World, because we’re 
the only one that can do it. And there- 
fore, the burden of maintaining the peace 
falls on us. And to maintain that peace 
requires strength. America has never got- 
ten in a war because we were too strong. 
We can get into a war by letting events 
get out of hand, as they have in the last 
3Y2 years under the foreign policies of this 
administration of Mr. Carter’s, until we’re 
faced each time with a crisis. And good 
management in preserving the peace re- 
quires that we control the events and try 
to intercept before they become a crisis. 

But I have seen four wars in my life- 
time. I’m a father of sons; I have a grand- 
son. I don’t ever want to see another 
generation of young Americans bleed 
their lives into sandy beachheads in the 
Pacific, or rice paddies and jungles in 
Asia, or the muddy, bloody battlefields of 
Europe. 

Mr. Smiru. Mr. Stone, do you have a 
followup question for the Governor? 

Mr. Stone. Yes. Governor, we’ve been 
hearing that the defense buildup that you 
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would associate yourself with would cost 
tens of billions of dollars more than is 
now contemplated. In assuming that the 
American people are ready to bear this 
cost, they nevertheless keep asking the 
following question: How do you reconcile 
huge increases in military outlays with 
your promise of substantial tax cuts and 
of balancing the budget, which in this 
fiscal year, the one that just ended, ran 
more than $60 billion in the red? 

GovERNorR Reacan. Mr. Stone, I have 
submitted an economic plan that I’ve 
worked out in concert with a number 
of fine economists in this country, all of 
whom approve it, and believe that over 
a 5-year projection, this plan can permit 
the extra spending for needed refurbish- 
ing of our defensive posture, that it can 
provide for a balanced budget by 1983, 
if not earlier, and that we can afford— 
along with the cuts that I have proposed 
in Government spending—we can afford 
the tax cuts I have proposed—and prob- 
ably, mainly because Mr. Carter’s eco- 
nomic policy has built into the next 5 
years, and on beyond that, a tax increase 
that will be taking $86 billion more next 
year out of the people’s pockets than was 
taken this year. And my tax cut does 
not come close to eliminating that $86 
billion increase. I’m only reducing the 
amount of the increase. 

In other words, what I’m talking about 
is not putting Government back to get- 
ting less money than Government’s been 
getting, but simply cutting the increase 
in spending. 

Mr. SmirH. The same question now 
goes to President Carter. President Carter, 
would you like to have the question re- 
peated? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Mr. Stone. Yes, President Carter, the 
question of war and peace, a central issue 
in this campaign. You’ve been criticized 
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in the give-and-take for responding late 
to aggressive Soviet impulses, for an in- 
sufficient buildup of our Armed Forces, 
and a paralysis in dealing with Afghani- 
stan and Iran. Governor Reagan, on the 
other hand, has been criticized for being 
all too quick to advocate the use of lots 
of muscle, military action, to deal with 
foreign crises such as I mentioned. Spe- 
cifically, what are the differences between 
the two of you on the uses of American 
military power? 

Tue Presipent. Mr. Stone, I’ve had to 
make thousands of decisions since I’ve 
been President, serving in the Oval Office. 
And with each one of those decisions that 
affect the future of my country, I have 
learned in the process. I think I’m a much 
wiser and more experienced man than I 
was when I debated 4 years ago against 
President Ford. [ve also learned that 
there are no simple answers to compli- 
cated questions. H. L. Mencken said that 
for every problem there’s a simple answer. 
It would be neat and plausible—and 
wrong. 

The fact is that this Nation, in the 8 
years before I became President, had its 
own military strength decreased. Seven 
out of 8 years, the budget commitments 
for defense went down, 37 percent in all. 
Since I’ve been in office, we’ve had a 
steady, carefully planned, methodical but 
very effective increase in our commitment 
for defense. 


But what we’ve done is to use that enor- 
mous power and prestige and military 
strength of the United States to preserve 
the peace. We’ve not only kept peace for 
our own country, but we’ve been able to 
extend the benefits of peace to others. In 
the Middle East, we’ve worked for a peace 
treaty between Israel and Egypt, success- 
fully, and have tied ourselves together 
with Israel and Egypt in a common de- 
fense capability. This is a very good step 
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forward for our Nation’s security, and 
we'll continue to do as we’ve done in the 
past. 

I might also add that there are decisions 
that are made in the Oval Office by every 
President which are profound in nature. 
There are always troublespots in the 
world, and how those troubled areas are 
addressed by a President, alone in that 
Oval Office, affects our Nation directly, 
the involvement of the United States and 
also our American interests. That is a 
basic decision that has to be made so fre- 
quently by every President who serves. 
That’s what I’ve tried to do, successfully, 
by keeping our country at peace. 

Mr. Smiru. Mr. Stone, do you have a 
followup on 

Mr. Stone. Yes. I would like to be a 
little more specific on the use of military 
power, and let’s talk about one area for a 
moment. 


Under what circumstances would you 
use military forces to deal with, for exam- 
ple, a shutoff of Persian Oil Gulf, if that 
should occur, or to counter Russian ex- 
pansion beyond Afghanistan into either 
Iran or Pakistan? I ask this question in 
view of charges that we are woefully un- 
prepared to project sustained—and I em- 
phasize the word “sustained”—power in 
that part of the world. 

Tue Presiwent. Mr. Stone, in my 
State of the Union address earlier this 
year, I pointed out that any threat to the 
stability or security of the Persian Gulf 
would be a threat to the security of our 
own country. In the past, we’ve not had 
an adequate military presence in that 
region. Now we have two major carrier 
task forces. We have access to facilities in 
five different areas of that region. And 
we’ve made it clear that working with our 
allies and others, that we are prepared to 
address any foreseeable eventuality which 
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might interrupt commerce with that cru- 
cial area of the world. 

But in doing this, we have made sure 
that we address this question peacefully, 
not injecting American military forces 
into combat, but letting the strength of 
our Nation be felt in a beneficial way. 
This, I believe, has assured that our inter- 
ests will be protected in the Persian Gulf 
region, as we’ve done in the Middle East 
and throughout the world. 

Mr. Smiru. Governor Reagan, you 
have a minute to comment or rebut. 

GoveRNoR Reacan. Well, yes, I ques- 
tion the figure about the decline in de- 
fense spending under the two previous 
administrations, in the preceding 8 years 
to this administration. I would call to 
your attention that we were in a war that 
wound down during those 8 years, which 
of course made a change in military 
spending because of turning from war to 
peace. I also would like to point out that 
Republican Presidents in those years, 
faced with a Democratic majority in both 
Houses of the Congress, found that their 
requests for defense budgets were very 
often cut. 

Now, Gerald Ford left a 5-year pro- 
jected plan for a military buildup to re- 
store our defenses, and President Carter’s 
administration reduced that by 38 per- 
cent, cut 60 ships out of the Navy build- 
ing program that had been proposed, and 
stopped the B-1, delayed the cruise mis- 
sile, stopped the production line for the 
Minuteman missiles, delayed the Tridents 
submarine, and now is planning a mobile 
military force that can be delivered to 
various spots in the world—which does 
make me question his assaults on whether 
I am the one that is quick to look for use 
of force. 


Mr. Smiru. President Carter, you have 
the last word on this question. 
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Tue Present. Well, there are vari- 
ous elements of defense. One is to control 
nuclear weapons, which I hope we’ll get 
to later on, because that’s the most im- 
portant single issue in this campaign. An- 
other one is how to address troubled areas 
of the world. I think, habitually, Gover- 
nor Reagan has advocated the injection 
of military forces into troubled areas, 
when I and my predecessors—both Dem- 
ocrats and Republicans—have advocated 
resolving those troubles and those difficult 
areas of the world peacefully, diplomat- 
ically, and through negotiation. 


In addition to that, the buildup of mili- 
tary forces is good for our country, be- 
cause we’ve got to have military strength 
in order to preserve the peace. But [’ll 
always remember that the best weapons 
are the ones that are never fired in com- 
bat, and the best soldier is one who never 
has to lay his life down on the field of 
battle. Strength is imperative for peace, 
but the two must go hand in hand. 

Mr. SmitrH. Thank you, gentlemen. 
The next question is from Harry Ellis to 
President Carter. 


THE NATION’S ECONOMY 


Mr. Exuts. Mr. President, when you 
were elected in 1976, the Consumer Price 
Index stood at 4.8 percent. It now stands 
at more than 12 percent. Perhaps more 
significantly, the Nation’s broader, under- 
lying inflation rate has gone up from 7 to 
9 percent. Now, a part of that was due to 
external factors beyond U.S. control, no- 
tably the more than doubling of oil prices 
by OPEC last year. 

Because the United States remains vul- 
nerable to such external shocks, can in- 
flation in fact be controlled? If so, what 
measures would you pursue in a second 
term? 
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THE PresIDENT. Again it’s important to 
put the situation into perspective. In 1974 
we had a so-called oil shock, wherein the 
price of OPEC oil was raised to an ex- 
traordinary degree. We had an even worse 
oil shock in 1979. In 1974 we had the 
worst recession, the deepest and most 
penetrating recession since the Second 
World War. The recession that resulted 
this time was the briefest we’ve had since 
the Second World War. 

In addition, we’ve brought down infla- 
tion. Earlier this year, the first quarter, 
we did have a very severe inflation pres- 
sure, brought about by the OPEC price 
increase. It averaged about 18 percent the 
first quarter of this year. In the second 
quarter, we had dropped it down to about 
13 percent. The most recent figures, the 
last 3 months, or the third quarter of this 
year, the inflation rate is 7 percent—still 
too high, but it illustrates very vividly that 
in addition to providing an enormous 
number of jobs—9 million new jobs in the 
last 3% years—that the inflationary threat 
is still urgent on us. 

I noticed that Governor Reagan re- 
cently mentioned the Reagan-Kemp-Roth 
proposal, which his own running mate, 
George Bush, described as voodoo eco- 
nomics, and said that it would result in a 
30-percent inflation rate. And Business 
Week, which is not a Democratic publica- 
tion, said that this Reagan-Kemp-Roth 
proposal—and I quote them, I think— 
was completely irresponsible and would 
result in inflationary pressures which 
would destroy this Nation. 


So, our proposals are very sound and 
very carefully considered to stimulate jobs, 
to improve the industrial complex of this 
country, to create tools for American 
workers, and at the same time would be 
anti-inflationary in nature. So, to add 9 
million new jobs, to control inflation, and 
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to plan for the future with the energy 
policy now intact as a foundation is our 
plan for the years ahead. 

Mr. Smiru. Mr. Ellis, do you have a 
followup question for Mr. Carter? 

Mr. Eutis. Yes, Mr. President. You 
have mentioned the creation of 9 million 
new jobs. 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Mr. E..is. At the same time, the un- 
employment rate still hangs high, as does 
the inflation rate. Now, I wonder, can you 
tell us what additional policies you would 
pursue in a second administration in order 
to try to bring down that inflation rate? 
And would it be an act of leadership to 
tell the American people they’re going to 
have to sacrifice to adopt a leaner life- 
style for some time to come? 

Tue Presipent. Yes. We have de- 
manded that the American people sacri- 
fice, and they've done very well. As a 
matter of fact, we’re importing today 
about one-third less oil from overseas than 
we did just a year ago. We’ve had a 25- 
percent reduction since the first year I was 
in office. At the same time, as I said 
earlier, we have added about 9 million 
net new jobs in that period of time—a 
record never before achieved. 

Also, the new energy policy has been 
predicated on two factors: One, conserva- 
tion, which requires sacrifice, and the 
other one, increase in production of 
American energy, which is going along 
very well—more coal this year than ever 
before in history, more oil and gas wells 
drilled this year than ever before in 
history. 


The new economic revitalization pro- 
gram that we have in mind, which will 
be implemented next year, would result 
in tax credits which would let business 
invest in new tools and new factories to 
create even more new jobs—about a mil- 
lion in the next 2 years. And we also have 
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planned a youth employment program 
which would encompass 600,000 jobs for 
young people. This has already passed the 
House; now has an excellent prospect to 
pass the Senate. 

Mr. SmitTH. Now, the same question 
goes to Governor Reagan. Governor 
Reagan, would you like to have the ques- 
tion repeated? 

GoveERNoR Reacan. Yes, please. 

Mr. Exuis. Governor Reagan, during 
the past 4 years, the Consumer Price 
Index has risen from 4.8 percent to cur- 
rently over 12 percent. And perhaps more 
significantly, the Nation’s broader, under- 
lying rate of inflation has gone up from 
7 to 9 percent. Now, a part of that has 
been due to external factors beyond U.S. 
control, and notably, the more than dou- 
bling of OPEC oil prices last year, which 
leads me to ask you whether, since the 
United States remains vulnerable to such 
external shocks, can inflation in fact be 
controlled? If so, specifically what meas- 
ures would you pursue? 

GovERNOR REAGAN. Mr. Ellis, I think 
this idea that has been spawned here in 
our country, that inflation somehow came 
upon us like a plague and therefore it’s 
uncontrollable and no one can do any- 
thing about it, is entirely spurious, and it’s 
dangerous to say this to the people. When 
Mr. Carter became President, inflation 
was 4.8 percent, as you said. It had been 
cut in two by President Gerald Ford. It is 
now running at 12.7 percent. 


President Carter also has spoken of the 
new jobs created. Well, we always, with 
the normal growth in our country and in- 
crease in population, increase the number 
of jobs. But that can’t hide the fact that 
there are 8 million men and women out of 
work in America today, and 2 million of 
those lost their jobs in just the last few 
months. Mr. Carter had also promised 
that he would not use unemployment as a 
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tool to fight against inflation. And yet, his 
1980 economic message stated that we 
would reduce productivity and gross na- 
tional product and increase unemploy- 
ment in order to get a handle on inflation, 
because in January, at the beginning of 
the year, it was more than 18 percent. 

Since then, he has blamed to the people 
for inflation, OPEC, he’s blamed the Fed- 
eral Reserve System, he has blamed the 
lack of productivity of the American peo- 
ple, he has then accused the people of liv- 
ing too well and that we must share in 
scarcity, we must sacrifice and get used to 
doing with less. We don’t have inflation 
because the people are living too well. 
We have inflation because the Govern- 
ment is living too well. 

And the last statement, just a few days 
ago, was a speech to the effect that we 
have inflation because Government reve- 
nues have not kept pace with Government 
spending. I see my time is running out 
here. I’ll have to get this down very fast. 

Yes, you can lick inflation by increasing 
productivity and by decreasing the cost of 
Government to the place that we have 
balanced budgets and are no longer grind- 
ing out printing press money, flooding the 
market with it because the Government is 
spending more than it takes in. And my 
economic plan calls for that. 

The President’s economic plan calls for 
increasing the taxes to the point that we 
finally take so much money away from the 
people that we can balance the budget in 
that way. But we'll have a very poor 
nation and a very unsound economy if we 
follow that path. 

Mr. Smiru. A followup, Mr. Ellis? 

Mr. E ts. Yes, you have centered on 
cutting Government spending in what 
you have just said about your own poli- 
cies. You have also said that you would 
increase defense spending. Specifically, 
where would you cut Government spend- 
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ing if you were to increase defense spend- 
ing and also cut taxes, so that, presumably, 
Federal revenues would shrink? 

Governor REacaANn. Well, most people, 
when they think about cutting Govern- 
ment spending, they think in terms of 
eliminating necessary programs or wiping 
out something, some service that Govern- 
ment is supposed to perform. I believe 
that there is enough extravagance and fat 
in Government. As a matter of fact, one of 
the Secretaries of HEW under Mr. Carter 
testified that he thought there was $7 bil- 
lion worth of fraud and waste in welfare 
and in tle medical programs associated 
with it. We’ve had the General Account- 
ing Office estimate that there is probably 
tens of billions of dollars that is lost in 
fraud alone, and they have added that 
waste adds even more to that. 

We have a program for a gradual re- 
duction of Government spending based 
on these theories, and I have a task force 
now that has been working on where 
those cuts could be made. I’m confident 
that it can be done and that it will reduce 
inflation, because I did it in California. 
And inflation went down below the na- 
tional average in California when we re- 
turned money to the people and reduced 
government spending. 

Mr. Smiru. President Carter. 

Tue Presiwent. Governor Reagan’s 
proposal, the Reagan-Kemp-Roth pro- 
posal, is one of the most highly inflation- 
ary ideas that ever has been presented to 
the American public. He would actually 
have to cut Government spending by at 
least $130 billion in order to balance the 
budget under this ridiculous proposal. 

I noticed that his task force that’s 
working for his future plans had some of 
their ideas revealed in the Wall Street 
Journal this week. One of those ideas was 
to repeal the minimum wage, and several 
times this year, Governor Reagan has said 
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that the major cause of unemployment is 
the minimum wage. This is a heartless 
kind of approach to the working families 
of our country which is typical of many 
Republican leaders in the past, but I 
think has been accentuated under Gov- 
ernor Reagan. 

In California—I’m surprised Governor 
Reagan brought this up—he had the 
three largest tax increases in the history of 
that State under his administration. He 
more than doubled State spending while 
he was Governor—122-percent _ in- 
crease—and had between a 20- and 30- 
percent increase in the number of em- 
ployees 

Mr. Smiru. Sorry to interrupt 

THE PRESIDENT. in Califorina. 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. Carter. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Smirn. Governor Reagan has the 
last word on this question. 

Governor Reacan. Yes. The figures 
that the President has just used about 
California is a distortion of the situation 
there, because while I was Governor of 
California, our spending in California in- 
creased less per capita than the spending 
in Georgia while Mr. Carter was Gover- 
nor of Georgia in the same 4 years. The 
size of government increased only one- 
sixth in California of what it increased in 
proportion to population in Georgia. 

And the idea that my tax-cut proposal 
is inflationary: I would like to ask the 
President, why is it inflationary to let the 
people keep more of their money and 
spend it the way they'd like, and it isn’t 
inflationary to let him take that money 
and spend it the way he wants? 

Mr. Smiru. I wish that question need 
not be rhetorical, but it must be because 
we've run out of time on that. [Laughter] 
Now, the third question to Governor 
Reagan from William Hilliard. 


Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1980 


URBAN POLICIES 


Mr. Hiuiarp. Yes, Governor Reagan, 
the decline of our cities has been hastened 
by the continual rise in crime, strained 
race relations, the fall in the quality of 
public education, the persistence of ab- 
normal poverty in a rich nation, and a 
decline in the services to the public. The 
signs seem to point toward a deterioration 
that could lead to the establishment of a 
permanent underclass in the cities. What, 
specifically, would you do in the next 4 
years to reverse this trend? 

Governor ReEacan. I have been talking 
to a number of Congressmen who have 
much the same idea that I have, and that 
is that in the inner-city areas, that in co- 
operation with local government and with 
National Government, and using tax in- 
centives and with cooperation with the 
private sector, that we have development 
zones. Let the local entity, the city, declare 
this particular area, based on the stand- 
ards of the percentage of people on wel- 
fare, unemployed, and so forth, in that 
area. And then, through tax incentives, 
induce the creation of businesses providing 
jobs and so forth in those areas. 

The elements of government through 
these tax incentives—for example, a busi- 
ness that would not have, for a period of 
time, an increase in the property tax re- 
flecting its development of the unused 
property that it was making wouldn’t be 
any loss to the city, because the city isn’t 
getting any tax from that now. And there 
would simply be a delay, and on the other 
hand, many of the people that would then 
be given jobs are presently wards of the 
Government, and it wouldn’t hurt to give 
them a tax incentive, because that 
wouldn’t be costing Government anything 
either. 

I think there are things to do in this 
regard. I stood in the South Bronx on the 
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exact spot that President Carter stood on 
in 1977. You have to see it to believe it. It 
looks like a bombed-out city—great, gaunt 
skeletons of buildings, windows smashed 
out, painted on one of them “Unkept 
promises,” on another, “Despair.” And 
this was the spot at which President Car- 
ter had promised that he was going to 
bring in a vast program to rebuild this 
area. There are whole blocks of land that 
are left bare, just bulldozed down flat, and 
nothing has been done. And they are now 
charging to take tourists through there to 
see this terrible desolation. 

I talked to a man just briefly there who 
asked me one simple question: “Do I have 
reason to hope that I can someday take 
care of my family again? Nothing has 
been done.” 


Mr. Smiru. Followup, Mr. Hilliard? 


Mr. Hiiuiarp. Yes, Governor Reagan. 
Blacks and other nonwhites are increasing 
in numbers in our cities. Many of them 
feel that they are facing a hostility from 
whites that prevents them from joining 
the economic mainstream of our society. 


There is racial confrontation in the 
schools, on jobs, and in housing, as non- 
whites seek to reap the benefits of a free 
society. What do you think is the Nation’s 
future as a multiracial society? 
Governor Reacan. I believe in it. I am 
eternally optimistic, and I happen to be- 
lieve that we’ve made great progress from 
the days when I was young and when this 
country didn’t even know it had a racial 
problem. I know those things can grow 
out of despair in an inner city, when 
there’s hopelessness at home, lack of work, 
and so forth. But I believe that all of us 
together—and I believe the Presidency is 
what Teddy Roosevelt said it was; it’s a 
bully pulpit—and I think that something 
can be done from there, because the goal 
for all of us should be that one day, things 
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will be done neither because of nor in spite 
of any of the differences between us— 
ethnic differences or racial differences, 
whatever they may be—that we will have 
total equal opportunity for all people. 
And I would do everything I could in my 
power to bring that about. 

Mr. Smiru. Mr. Hilliard, would you 
repeat your question for President Carter? 

Mr. Hixuiarp. President Carter, the 
decline of our cities has been hastened by 
the continual rise in crime, strained race 
relations, the fall in the quality of public 
education, the persistence of abnormal 
poverty in a rich nation, and a decline 
in services to the public. The signs seem 
to point toward a deterioration that could 
lead to the establishment of a permanent 
underclass in the cities. What, specifically, 
would you do in the next 4 years to re- 
verse this trend? 


Tue Preswent. Thank you, Mr. Hil- 
liard. 

When I was campaigning in 1976, ev- 
erywhere I went the mayors and local 
officials were in despair about the 
rapidly deteriorating central cities of our 
Nation. We initiated a very fine urban 
renewal program, working with the 
mayors, the Governors, and other inter- 
ested officials. This has been a very suc- 
cessful effort. That’s one of the main rea- 
sons that we’ve had such an increase in 
the number of people employed. Of the 
9 million people put to work in new jobs 
since I’ve been in office, 1.3 million of 
those has been among black Americans 
and another million among those who 
speak Spanish. 


We now are planning to continue the 
revitalization program with increased 
commitments of rapid transit, mass tran- 
sit. Under the windfall profits tax, we 
expect to spend about $43 billion in the 
next 10 years to rebuild the transportation 
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systems of our country. We also are pur- 
suing housing programs. We’ve had a 73- 
percent increase in the allotment of Fed- 
eral funds for improved education. These 
are the kinds of efforts worked on a joint 
basis with community leaders, particularly 
in the minority areas of the central cities 
that had been deteriorating so rapidly in 
the past. 

It’s very important to us that this be 
done with the full involvement of minor- 
ity citizens. I’ve brought into the top levels 
of Government—into the White House, 
into administrative offices of the executive 
branch, into the judicial system—highly 
qualified black and Spanish citizens and 
women who in the past had been ex- 
cluded. 

I noticed that Governor Reagan said 
that when he was a younger man that 
there was no knowledge of a racial prob- 
lem in this country. Those who suffered 
from discrimination because of race or sex 
certainly knew we had a racial problem. 
We have gone a long way toward correct- 
ing these problems, but we still have a long 
way to go. 

Mr. Smiru. A followup question? 

Mr. Hiiarp. Yes, President Carter, 
I'd like to repeat the same followup to 
you. Blacks and other nonwhites are in- 
creasing in numbers in our cities. Many of 
them feel that they are facing a hostility 
from whites that prevents them from join- 
ing the economic mainstream of our so- 
ciety. There is racial confrontation in the 
schools, on jobs, and in housing, as non- 
whites seek to reap the benefits of a free 
society. What is your assessment of the 
Nation’s future in a multiracial society? 

Tue Presipent. Ours is a nation of 
refugees, a nation of immigrants. Almost 
all of our citizens came here from other 
lands and now have hopes, which are 
being realized, for a better life, preserving 
their ethnic commitments, their family 
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structures, their religious beliefs, preserv- 
ing their relationships with their relatives 
in foreign countries, but still forming 
themselves together in a very coherent so- 
ciety, which gives our Nation its strength. 


In the past, those minority groups have 
often been excluded from participation in 
the affairs of government. Since I’ve been 
President, I’ve appointed, for instance, 
more than twice as many black Federal 
judges as all previous Presidents in the 
history of this country. I’ve done the same 
thing in the appointment of women, and 
also Spanish-speaking Americans. To in- 
volve them in administration of govern- 
ment and a feeling that they belong to the 
societal structure that makes decisions in 
the judiciary and in executive branch is 
a very important commitment which I am 
trying to realize and will continue to do 
so in the future. 

Mr. SmirH. Governor Reagan, you 
have a minute for rebuttal. 

GoveRNor REAGAN. Yes. The President 
talks of Government programs, and they 
have their place. But as Governor, when 
I was at that end of the line and receiving 
some of these grants for Government pro- 
grams, I saw that so many of them were 
dead-end. They were public employment 
for these people who really want to get 
out into the private job market, where 
there are jobs with a future. 

Now, the President spoke a moment 
ago about—that I was against the mini- 
mum wage. I wish he could have been 
with me when I sat with a group of teen- 
agers who were black and who were tell- 
ing me about their unemployment prob- 
lems, and that it was the minimum wage 
that had done away with the jobs that 
they once could get. And indeed, every 
time it has increased you will find there 
is an increase in minority unemployment 
among young people. And therefore, I 
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have been in favor of a separate minimum 
for them. 

With regard to the great progress that 
has been made with this Government 
spending, the rate of black unemployment 
in Detroit, Michigan, is 56 percent. 

Mr. Smiru. President Carter, you have 
the last word on this question. 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, it’s obvious that 
we still have a long way to go in fully in- 
corporating the minority groups into the 
mainstream of American life. We have 
made good progress, and there’s no doubt 
in my mind that the commitment to un- 
employment compensation, the minimum 
wage, welfare, national health insurance, 
those kinds of commitments that have typ- 
ified the Democratic Party since ancient 
history in this country’s political life are a 
very important element of the future. In 
all those elements, Governor Reagan has 
repeatedly spoken out against them, 
which, to me, shows a very great insen- 
sitivity to giving deprived families a better 
chance in life. This, to me, is a very im- 
portant difference between him and me in 
this election, and I believe the American 
people will judge accordingly. 

There is no doubt in my mind that in 
the downtown, central cities, with the new 
commitment on an energy policy, with a 
chance to revitalize homes and to make 
them more fuel-efficient, with a chance 
for a synthetic fuels program, solar power, 
this will give us an additional opportunity 
for jobs which will pay rich dividends. 

Mr. Smiru. Thank you, gentlemen. 

Now for the fourth question, to Presi- 
dent Carter from Barbara Walters. 


INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM 


Ms. Watters. Mr. President, the eyes 
of the country tonight are on the hostages 
in Iran. I realize this is a sensitive area, 
but the question of how we respond to acts 


Oct. 28 


of terrorism goes beyond this current 
crisis. Other countries have policies that 
determine how they will respond. Israel, 
for example, considers hostages like sol- 
diers and will not negotiate with terrorists. 

For the future, Mr. President, the coun- 
try has the right to know, do you have a 
policy for dealing with terrorism wherever 
it might happen, and what have we 
learned from this experience in Iran that 
might cause us to do things differently if 
this or something similar happens again? 

Tue Present. Barbara, one of the 
blights on this world is the threat and the 
activities of terrorists. At one of the recent 
economic summit conferences between 
myself and the other leaders of the West- 
ern world, we committed ourselves to take 
strong action against terrorism. Airplane 
hijacking was one of the elements of that 
commitment. There is no doubt that we 
have seen in recent years, in recent 
months, additional acts of vioience against 
Jews in France and, of course, against 
those who live in Israel by the PLO and 
other terrorist organizations. 

Ultimately, the most serious terrorist 
threat is if one of those radical nations, 
who believe in terrorism as a_ policy, 
should have atomic weapons. Both I and 
all my predecessors have had a deep com- 
mitment to controlling the proliferation 
of nuclear weapons in countries like Libya 
or Iraq. We have even alienated some of 
our closest trade partners, because we 
have insisted upon the control of the 
spread of nuclear weapons to those poten- 
tially terrorist countries. 

When Governor Reagan has_ been 
asked about that, he makes the very dis- 
turbing comment that nonproliferation, 
or the control of the spread of nuclear 
weapons, is none of our business. And 
when he was asked specifically, recently, 
about Iraq, he said there’s nothing we can 
do about it. 
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This ultimate terrorist threat is the 
most fearsome of all, and it’s part of a 
pattern where our country must stand 
firm to control terrorism of all kinds. 

Mr. Situ. Ms. Walters, a followup? 


Ms. Watters. Yes. While we are dis- 
cussing policy, had Iran not taken Amer- 
ican hostages, I assume that, in order to 
preserve our neutrality, we would have 
stopped the flow of spare parts and vital 
war materials once war broke out be- 
tween Iraq and Iran. Now we're offering 
to lift the ban on such goods if they let 
our people come home. Doesn’t this re- 
ward terrorism, compromise our neutral- 
ity, and possibly antagonize nations now 
friendly to us in the Middle East? 

Tue Present. We will maintain our 
position of neutrality in the Iran and Iraq 
war. We have no plans to sell additional 
materiel or goods to Iran that might be 
of a warlike nature. When I made my de- 
cision to stop all trade with Iran as a 
result of the taking of our hostages, I 
announced then and have consistently 
maintained since then that if the hostages 
are released safely, that we would make 
delivery on those items which Iran owns, 
which they have bought and paid for— 
also, that the frozen Iranian assets would 
be released. That’s been a consistent pol- 
icy, one I intend to carry out. 

Mr. Smiru. Would you repeat the 
question now for Governor Reagan, 
please, Ms. Walters? 

Ms. Watters. Yes. Governor, the eyes 
of the country tonight remain on the hos- 
tages in Iran, but the question of how we 
respond to acts of terrorism goes beyond 
this current crisis. There are other coun- 
tries that have policies that determine 
how they will respond. Israel, for ex- 
ample, considers hostages like soldiers and 
will not negotiate with terrorists. 


For the future, the country has the 
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right to know, do you have a policy for 
dealing with terrorism wherever it might 
happen, and what have we learned from 
this experience in Iran that might cause 
us to do things differently if this, or some- 
thing similar, should happen again? 

GoverRNor Reacan. Well, Barbara, 
you’ve asked that question twice. I think 
you ought to have at least one answer to 
it. [Laughter] 

I have been accused lately of having a 
secret plan with regard to the hostages. 
Now, this comes from an answer that I’ve 
made at least 50 times during this cam- 
paign to the press. The question would 
be, “Have you any ideas of what you 
would do if you were there?” And I said, 
well, yes. And I think that anyone that’s 
seeking this position, as well as other peo- 
ple, probably, have thought to them- 
selves, “What about this, what about 
that?” These are just ideas of what I 
would think of if I were in that position 
and had access to the information, in 
which I would know all the options that 
were open to me. I have never answered 
the question, however. Second—the one 
that says, “Well, tell me, what are some of 
those ideas?” First of all, I would be fear- 
ful that I might say something that was 
presently under way or in negotiations, 
and thus expose it and endanger the hos- 
tages. And sometimes, I think some of 
my ideas might involve quiet diplomacy, 
where you don’t say in advance or say 
to anyone what it is you’re thinking of 
doing. 

Your question is difficult to answer, be- 
cause, in the situation right now, no one 
wants to say anything that would inad- 
vertently delay, in any way, the return of 
those hostages if there is a chance of their 
coming home soon, or that might cause 
them harm. 

What I do think should be done, once 
they are safely here with their families 
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and that tragedy is over—and we’ve en- 
dured this humiliation for just lacking 1 
week of a year now—then, I think, it is 
time for us to have a complete investiga- 
tion as to the diplomatic efforts that were 
made in the beginning, why they have 
been there so long, and when they come 
home, what did we have to do in order 
to bring that about, what arrangements 
were made? And I would suggest that 
Congress should hold such an investiga- 
tion. 

in the meantime, I’m going to continue 
praying that they'll come home. 

Mr. Smiru. Followup question. 

Ms. Watters. Well, I would like to 
say that neither candidate answered spe- 
cifically the question of a specific policy 
for dealing with terrorism, but I will ask 
Governor Reagan a different followup 
question. You have suggested that there 
would be no Iranian crisis had you been 
President, because we would have given 
firmer support to the Shah. But Iran is a 
country of 37 million people who were 
resisting a government they regarded as 
dictatorial. 

My question is not whether the Shah’s 
regime was preferable to the Ayatollah’s, 
but whether the United States has the 
power or the right to try to determine 
what form of government any country will 
have, and do we back unpopular regimes 
whose major merit is that they are friendly 
to the United States? 

GoveRNorR REAGAN. The degree of un- 
popularity of a regime when the choice is 
total authoritarianism—totalitarianism, I 
should say, in the alternative government, 
makes one wonder whether you are being 
helpful to the people. And we’ve been 
guilty of that. Because someone didn’t 
meet exactly our standards of human 
rights, even though they were an ally of 
ours, instead of trying patiently to per- 
suade them to change their ways, we have, 
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in a number of instances, aided a revolu- 
tionary overthrow which results in com- 
plete totalitarianism, instead, for those 
people. And I think that this is a kind of 
a hypocritical policy when, at the same 
time, we’re maintaining a détente with the 
one nation in the world where there are 
no human rights at all—the Soviet Union. 

Now, there was a second phase in the 
Iranian affair in which we had something 
to do with that. And that was, we had 
adequate warning that there was a threat 
to our Embassy, and we could have done 
what other Embassies did—either 
strengthen our security there or remove 
our personnel before the kidnap and the 
takeover took place. 

Mr. SmirH. Governor, I’m sorry, I 
must interrupt. President Carter, you 
have a minute for rebuttal. 

THE PresweEnt. I didn’t hear any com- 
ment from Governor Reagan about what 
he would do to stop or to reduce terrorism 
in the future. What the Western allies 
did decide to do is to stop all air flights— 
commercial air flights—to any nation in- 
volved in terrorism or the hijacking of air- 
planes, or the harboring of hijackers. Sec- 
ondly, we all committed ourselves, as 
have all my predecessors in the Oval 
Office, not to permit the spread of nuclear 
weapons to a terrorist nation or to any 
other nation that does not presently have 
those weapons or capabilities for explo- 
sives. Third, not to make any sales of ma- 
teriel or weapons to a nation which is 
involved in terrorist activities. And, lastly, 
not to deal with the PLO until and unless 
the PLO recognizes Israel’s right to exist 
and recognizes U.N. Resolution 242 as 
a basis for a Middle East peace. 

These are a few of the things to which 
our Nation is committed, and we will 
continue with these commitments. 

Mr. Smiru. Governor Reagan, you 
have the last word on that question. 
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Governor Reacan. Yes. I have no 
quarrel whatsoever with the things that 
have been done, because I believe it is 
high time that the civilized countries of 
the world made it plain that there is no 
room worldwide for terrorism; there will 
be no negotiation with terrorists of any 
kind. And while I have a last word here, I 
would like to correct a misstatement of 
fact by the President. I have never made 
the statement that he suggested about nu- 
clear proliferation, and nuclear prolifera- 
tion, or the trying to halt it, would be a 
major part of a foreign policy of mine. 

Mr. SmirH. Thank you, gentlemen. 
That is the first half of the debate. 


Now, the rules for the second half, quite 
simple. They’re only complicated when I 
explain them. [Laughter] In the second 
half, the panelists with me will have no 
followup questions. Instead, after the 
panelists have asked a question the candi- 
dates have answered, each of the candi- 
dates will have two opportunities to fol- 
low up, to question, to rebut, or just to 
comment on his opponent’s statement. 

Governor Reagan will respond, in this 
section, to the first question from Marvin 
Stone. 


STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION 


Mr. Stone. Governor Reagan, arms 
control: The President said it was the sin- 
gle most important issue. Both of you have 
expressed the desire to end the nuclear 
arms race with Russia, but by methods 
that are vastly different. You suggest that 
we scrap the SALT II treaty, already 
negotiated, and intensify the buildup of 
American power to induce the Soviets to 
sign a new treaty, one more favorable 
to us. 

GoveRNorR REAGAN. Yes. 


Mr. Stone. President Carter, on the 
other hand, says he will again try to con- 
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vince a reluctant Congress to ratify the 
present treaty on the grounds it’s the best 
we can hope to get. 

Now, both of you cannot be right. Will 
you tell us why you think you are? 

Governor Reacan. Yes. I think I’m 
right, because I believe that we must have 
a consistent foreign policy, a strong 
America, and a strong economy. And 
then, as we build up our national security, 
to restore our margin of safety, we at the 
same time try to restrain the Soviet 
buildup, which has been going forward at 
a rapid pace and for quite some time. 

The SALT II treaty was the result of 
negotiations that Mr. Carter’s team en- 
tered into after he had asked the Soviet 
Union for a discussion of actual reduction 
of nuclear strategic weapons, and his emis- 
sary, I think, came home in 12 hours hav- 
ing heard a very definite nyet. But taking 
that one no from the Soviet Union, we 
then went back into negotiations on their 
terms, because Mr, Carter had cancelled 
the B-1 bomber, delayed the MX, delayed 
the Trident submarine, delayed the cruise 
missile, shut down the Minuteman missile 
production line, and whatever other 
things that might have been done. The 
Soviet Union sat at the table knowing that 
we had gone forward with unilateral con- 
cessions without any reciprocation from 
them whatsoever. 

Now, I have not blocked the SALT II 
treaty, as Mr. Carter and Mr. Mondale 
suggest that I have. It has been blocked 
by a Senate in which there is a Democratic 
majority. Indeed, the Senate Armed Serv- 
ices Committee voted 10 to 0, with 7 ab- 
stentions, against the SALT II treaty, and 
declared that it was not in the national 
security interests of the United States— 
besides which, it is illegal, because the law 
of the land, passed by Congress, says we 
cannot accept a treaty in which we are not 
equal. And we’re not equal in this treaty 
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for one reason alone: Our B-52 bombers 
are considered to be strategic weapons; 
their Backfire bombers are not. 

Mr. Smiru. Governor, I have to inter- 
rupt you at that point. The time is up for 
that. But the same question now to Presi- 
dent Carter. 

Mr. Stone. Yes, President Carter. Both 
of you have expressed the desire to end 
the nuclear arms race with Russia, but 
through vastly different methods. The 
Governor suggests we scrap the SALT II 
treaty, which you signed in Vienna—in- 
tensify the buildup of American power to 
induce the Soviets to sign a new treaty, 
one more favorable to us. You, on the 
other hand, say you will again try to con- 
vince a reluctant Congress to ratify the 
present treaty on the grounds it is the best 
we can hope to get from the Russians. 

You cannot both be right. Will you tell 
us why you think you are? 

Tue Preswent. Yes, I’d be glad to. 

Inflation, unemployment, the cities— 
all very important issues, but they pale 
into insignificance in the life and duties 


of a President when compared with the 
control of nuclear weapons. Every Presi- 
dent who has served in the Oval Office 
since Harry Truman has been dedicated 
to the proposition of controlling nuclear 
weapons, to negotiate with the Soviet 
Union—balanced, controlled, observable, 


and _ then 
weaponry. 

There is a disturbing pattern in the 
attitude of Governor Reagan. He has 
never supported any of those arms control 
agreements—the limited test ban, SALT I, 
nor the antiballistic missile treaty, nor 
the Vladivostok Treaty negotiated with 
the Soviet Union by President Ford—and 
now he wants to throw into the waste- 
basket a treaty to control nuclear weapons 
on a balanced and equal basis between 
ourselves and the Soviet Union, negoti- 


reducing levels of atomic 
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ated over a 7-year period, by myself and 
my two Republican predecessors. 

The Senate has not voted yet on the 
strategic arms limitation treaty. There 
have been preliminary skirmishings in the 
committees of the Senate, but the treaty 
has never come to the floor of the Senate 
for either a debate or a vote. It’s under- 
standable that a Senator in the prelimi- 
nary debates can make an irresponsible 
statement, or, maybe, an ill-advised state- 
ment. You’ve got 99 other Senators to 
correct that mistake, if it is a mistake. 
But when a man who hopes to be Presi- 
dent says, “Take this treaty, discard it, 
do not vote, do not debate, do not explore 
the issues, do not finally capitalize on this 
long negotiation”—that is a very danger- 
ous and disturbing thing. 

Mr. SmirH. Governor Reagan, you 
have an opportunity to rebut that. 

GoverRNor Reacan. Yes, I’d like to 
respond very much. 

First of all, the Soviet Union—if I have 
been critical of some of the previous 
agreements, it’s because we’ve been out- 
negotiated for quite a long time. And 
they have managed, in spite of all of our 
attempts at arms limitation, to go forward 
with the biggest military buildup in the 
history of man. 

Now, to suggest that because two Re- 
publican Presidents tried to pass the 
SALT treaty—that puts them on its 
side—I would like to say that President 
Ford, who was within 90 percent of a 
treaty that we could be in agreement with 
when he left office, is emphatically against 
this SALT treaty. I would like to point 
out also that Senators like Henry Jackson 
and Hollings of South Carolina—they are 
taking the lead in the fight against this 
particular treaty. 

I am not talking of scrapping; I am 
talking of taking the treaty back and 
going back into negotiations. And I would 
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say to the Soviet Union, we will sit and 
negotiate with you as long as it takes, to 
have not only legitimate arms limitation 
but to have a reduction of these nuclear 
weapons to the point that neither one of 
us represents a threat to the other. That 
is hardly throwing away a treaty and 
being opposed to arms limitation. 

Mr. Smiru. President Carter? 

Tue Present. Yes. Governor Rea- 
gan is making some very misleading and 
disturbing statements. He not only ad- 
vocates the scrapping of this treaty—and 
I don’t know that these men that he 
quotes are against the treaty in its final 
form—but he also advocates the possibil- 
ity—he said it’s been a missing element— 
of playing a trump card against the So- 
viet Union of a nuclear arms race and 
insisting upon nuclear superiority by our 
own Nation as a predication for negotia- 
tion in the future with the Soviet Union. 

If President Brezhnev said, “We will 
scrap this treaty, negotiated under three 
American presidents over a 7-year 


period of time; we insist upon nuclear 


superiority as a basis for future negotia- 
tions; and we believe that the launching 
of a nuclear arms race is a good basis for 
future negotiations,” it’s obvious that I, 
as President, and all Americans would 
reject such a proposition. This would 
mean the resumption of a very dangerous 
nuclear arms race. 

It would be very disturbing to Ameri- 
can people. It would change the basic 
tone and commitment that our Nation 
has experienced ever since the Second 
World War, with all Presidents, Demo- 
cratic and Republican, and would also 
be very disturbing te our allies, all of 
whom support this nuclear arms treaty. 
In addition to that, the adversarial rela- 
tionship between ourselves and the Soviet 
Union would undoubtedly deteriorate 
very rapidly. 
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This attitude is extremely dangerous 
and belligerent in its tone, although it’s 
said with a quiet voice. 

Mr. SmirH. Governor Reagan? 

Governor Reacan. I know the Presi- 
dent’s supposed to be replying to me, but 
sometimes, I have a hard time in connect- 
ing what he’s saying with what I have said 
or what my positions are. I sometimes 
think he’s like the witch doctor that gets 
mad when a good doctor comes along 
with a cure that’ll work. 

My point I have made already, Mr. 
President, with regard to negotiating. It 
does not call for nuclear superiority on the 
part of the United States; it calls for a 
mutual reduction of these weapons, as I 
say, that neither of us can represent a 
threat to the other. And to suggest that 
the SALT II treaty that your negotiators 
negotiated was just a continuation, and 
based on all of the preceding efforts by 
two previous Presidents, is just not true. 
It was a new negotiation, because, as I 
say, President Ford was within about 10 
percent of having a solution that could be 
acceptable. And I think our allies would 
be very happy to go along with a fair and 
verifiable SALT agreement. 

Mr. Situ. President Carter, you have 
the last word on this question. 

Tue Present. I think, to close out 
this discussion, it would be better to put 
into perspective what we’re talking about. 

I had a discussion with my daughter, 
Amy, the other day, before I came here, to 
ask her what the most important issue 
was. She said she thought nuclear 
weaponry and the control of nuclear arms. 

This is a formidable force. Some of 
these weapons have 10 megatons of explo- 
sion. If you put 50 tons of TNT in each 
one of railroad cars, you would have a 
trainload of TNT stretching across this 
Nation. That’s one major war explosion in 
a warhead. We have thousands, equiva- 
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lent of megaton, or million tons, of TNT 
warheads. The control of these weapons is 
the single major responsibility of a Presi- 
dent, and to cast out this commitment of 
all Presidents, because of some slight tech- 
nicalities that can be corrected, is a very 
dangerous approach. 

Mr. Smiru. We have to go to another 
question now, from Harry Ellis to Presi- 
dent Carter. 

ENERGY 


Mr. Ettts. Mr. President, as you have 
said, Americans, through conservation, 
are importing much less oil today than we 
were even a year ago. Yet U.S. depend- 
ence on Arab oil as a percentage of total 
imports is today much higher than it was 
at the time of the 1973 Arab oil embargo. 
And for some time to come, the loss of 
substantial amounts of Arab oil could 
plunge the U.S. into depression. Now, this 
means that a bridge must be built out of 
this dependence. 

Can the United States develop syn- 
thetic fuels and other alternative energy 
sources without damage to the environ- 
ment, and will this process mean steadily 
higher fuel bills for American families? 

THE PresIDENT. I don’t think there’s 
any doubt that, in the future, the cost of 
oil is going to go up. What I’ve had as a 
basic commitment since I’ve been Presi- 
dent is to reduce our dependence on for- 
eign oil. It can only be done in two ways: 
one, to conserve energy, to stop the waste 
of energy, and secondly, to produce more 
American energy. 

We’ve been very successful in both 
cases. We’ve now reduced the importing 
of foreign oil in the last year alone by one- 
third. We imported today 2 million bar- 
rels of oil less than we did the same day 
just a year ago. 


This commitment has been opening up 
a very bright vista for our Nation in the 
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future, because with the windfall profits 
tax as a base, we now have an opportu- 
nity to use American technology and 
American ability and American natural 
resources to expand rapidly the produc- 
tion of synthetic fuels, yes; to expand 
rapidly the production of solar energy, 
yes; and also to produce the conventional 
kinds of American energy. We will drill 
more oil and gas wells this year than any 
year in history. We'll produce more coal 
this year than any year in history. We’re 
exporting more coal this year than any 
year in history. And we have an opportu- 
nity now, with improved transportation 
systems and improved loading facilities in 
our ports, to see a very good opportunity 
on the world international market, to re- 
place OPEC oil with American coal as a 
basic energy source. 

This exciting future will not only give 
us more energy security but will also open 
up vast opportunities for Americans to live 
a better life and to have millions of new 
jobs associated with this new and very 
dynamic industry now in prospect because 
of the new energy policy that we’ve put 
into effect. 

Mr. SmirH. Would you repeat the 
question now for Governor Reagan? 

Mr. Exxis. Governor Reagan, Ameri- 
cans, through conservation, are importing 
much less oil today than we were even a 
year ago. And yet, U.S. reliance on Arab 
oil as a percentage of total imports is much 
higher today than it was during the 1973 
Arab oil embargo. And the substantial loss 
of Arab oil could plunge the United States 
into depression. 

The question is whether the develop- 
ment of alternative energy sources, in or- 
der to reduce this dependence, can be 
done without damaging the environment, 
and will it mean for American families 
steadily higher fuel bills? 
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Governor ReEacan. I’m not sure that 
it means steadily higher fuel costs, but I 
do believe that this Nation has been por- 
trayed for too long a time to the people as 
being energy-poor when it is energy-rich. 
The coal that the President mentioned: 
Yes, we have it, and yet one-eighth of our 
total coal resources is not being utilized at 
all right now. The mines are closed down; 
there are 22,000 miners out of work. Most 
of this is due to regulations which either 
interfere with the mining of it or prevent 
the burning of it. With our modern tech- 
nology, yes, we can burn our coal within 
the limits of the Clean Air Act. I think, 
as technology improves, we'll be able to 
do even better with that. 

The other thing is that we have only 
leased out and begun to explore 2 percent 
of our Outer Continental Shelf for oil, 
where it is believed by everyone familiar 
with that fuel and that source of energy 
that there are vast supplies yet to be 
found. Our Government has, in the last 
year or so, taken out of multiple use mil- 
lions of acres of public lands that once 
were—well, they were public lands sub- 
ject to multiple-use exploration for min- 
erals and so forth. It is believed that prob- 
ably 70 percent of the potential oil in the 
United States is probably hidden in those 
lands, and no one is allowed to even go 
and explore to find out if it is there. This 
is particularly true of the recent efforts to 
shut down part of Alaska. 


Nuclear power: There were 36 power- 
plants planned in this country—and let 
me add the word “safety” ; it must be done 
with the utmost of safety. But 32 of those 
have given up and cancelled their plans 
to build, and again, because Government 
regulations and permits and so forth make 
it take more than twice as long to build a 
nuclear plant in the United States as it 
does to build one in Japan or in Western 
Europe. 
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We have the sources here. We are 
energy-rich, and coal is one of the great 
potentials were have. 

Mr. Smirn. President Carter, your 
comment? 

Tue PreswentT. Yes, sir. To repeat 
myself, we have this year the opportunity, 
which we'll realize, to produce 800 mil- 
lion tons of coal—an unequalled record 
in the history of our country. Governor 
Reagan says that this is not a good 
achievement, and he blames restraints on 
coal production on regulations—regula- 
tions that affect the life and the health 
and safety of miners and also regulations 
that protect the purity of our air and the 
quality of our water and our land. We 
cannot cast aside those regulations. We 
have a chance in the next 15 years, in- 
sisting upon the health and safety of 
workers in the mines, and also preserving 
the same high air and water pollution 
standards, to triple the amount of coal we 
produce. 

Governor Reagan’s approach to our 
energy policy, which has already proven 
its effectiveness, is to repeal or to change 
substantially the windfall profits tax, to 
return a major portion of $227 billion 
back to the oil companies, to do away 
with the Department of Energy, to short- 
circuit our synthetic fuels program, to put 
a minimal emphasis on solar power, to 
emphasize strongly nuclear powerplants 
as a major source of energy in the future. 
He wants to put all our eggs in one basket 
and give that basket to the major oil com- 
panies. 

Mr. Situ. Governor Reagan. 

Governor ReEacAN. That is a mis- 
statement, of course, of my position. I just 
happen to believe that free enterprise can 
do a better job of producing the things 
that people need than Government can. 
The Department of Energy has a multi- 
billion-dollar budget, in excess of $10 bil- 
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lion. It hasn’t produced a quart of oil or 
a lump of coal or anything else in the 
line of energy. 

And for Mr. Carter to suggest that I 
want to do away with the safety laws and 
with the laws that pertain to clean water 
and clean air, and so forth—as Governor 
of California, I took charge of passing the 
strictest air pollution laws in the United 
States—the strictest air quality law that 
has ever been adopted in the United 
States. And we created an OSHA, an 
occupational safety and health agency, for 
the protection of employees before the 
Federal Government had one in place. 
And to this day, not one of its decisions 
or rulings has ever been challenged. 

So, I think some of those charges are 
missing the point. I am suggesting that 
there are literally thousands of unneces- 
sary regulations that invade every facet 
of business, and indeed, very much of our 
personal lives, that are unnecessary; that 
Government can do without; that have 
added $130 billion to the cost of produc- 
tion in this country; and that are contrib- 
uting their part to inflation. And I would 
like to see us a little more free, as we once 
were. 

Mr. Sniru. President Carter, another 
crack at that? 

THe PresipenT. Sure. As a matter of 
fact, the air pollution standard laws that 
were passed in California were passed 
over the objections of Governor Reagan, 
and this is a very well known fact. Also, 
recently, when someone suggested that the 
Occupational Safety and Health Act 
should be abolished, Governor Reagan re- 
sponded, “Amen.” 

The offshore drilling rights is a ques- 
tion that Governor Reagan raises often. 
As a matter of fact, in the proposal for the 
Alaska lands legislation, 100 percent of 
all the offshore lands would be open for 
exploration, and 95 percent of all the 
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Alaska lands where it is suspected or be- 
lieved that minerals might exist. We have, 
with our 5-year plan for the leasing of 
offshore lands, proposed more land to be 
drilled than has been opened up for drill- 
ing since this program first started in 
1954. 

So, we’re not putting restraints on 
American exploration ; we’re encouraging 
it in every way we can. 

Mr. SmirH. Governor Reagan, you 
have the last word on this question. 

Governor Reacan. Yes. If it is a well- 
known fact that I opposed air pollution 
laws in California, the only thing I can 
possibly think of is that the President must 
be suggesting the law that the Federal 
Government tried to impose on the State 
of California—not a law, regulations that 
would have made it impossible to drive an 
automobile within the city limits of any 
California city, or have a place to put it 
if you did drive it against their regula- 
tions. It would have destroyed the econ- 
omy of California, and, I must say, we 
had the support of Congress when we 
pointed out how ridiculous this attempt 
was by the Environmental Protection 
Agency. We still have the strictest air con- 
trol or air pollution laws in the country. 

As for offshore oiling, only 2 percent 
now is so leased and is producing oil. The 
rest, as to whether the lands are going to 
be opened in the next 5 years or so—we’re 
already 5 years behind in what we should 
be doing. There is more oil now in the 
wells that have been drilled than has been 
taken out in the 121 years that they’ve 
been drilled. 

Mr. Smiru. Thank you, Governor. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 


The next question goes to Governor 
Reagan from William Hilliard. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 


Mr. Hiuiarp. Governor Reagan, wage 
earners in this country—especially the 
young—are supporting a social security 
system that continues to affect their in- 
come drastically. The system is fostering a 
struggle between the young and the old, 
and is drifting the country toward a polar- 
ization of these two groups. How much 
longer can the young wage earner expect 
to bear the ever-increasing burden of the 
social security system? 

GoveERNor REaGAN. The social security 
system was based on a false premise, with 
regard to how fast the number of workers 
would increase and how fast the number 
of retirees would increase. It is actuarially 
out of balance, and this first became evi- 
dent about 16 years ago, and some of us 
were voicing warnings then. Now, it is tril- 
lions of dollars out of balance, and the 
only answer that has come so far is the 
biggest single tax increase in our Nation’s 
history, the payroll tax increase for social 
security, which will only put a Band-aid 
on this and postpone the day of reckoning 
by a few years at most. 

What is needed is a study that I have 
proposed by a task force of experts to look 
into this entire problem as to how it can 
be reformed and made actuarially sound, 
but with the premise that no one presently 
dependent on social security is going to 
have the rug pulled out from under them 
and not get their check. We cannot 
frighten, as we have with the threats and 
the campaign rhetoric that has gone on in 
this campaign, our senior citizens, leave 
them thinking that in some way they’re 
endangered and they would have no place 
to turn. They must continue to get those 
checks, and I believe that the system can 
be put on a sound actuarial basis. But it’s 
going to take some study and some work, 
and not just passing a tax increase to let 


the roof fall in on the next administration. 

Mr. SmirH. Would you repeat that 
question for President Carter? 

Mr. Hivxiarp. Yes, President Carter. 
Wage earners in this country, especially 
the young, are supporting a social security 
system that continues to affect their in- 
come drastically. The system is fostering a 
struggle between young and old and is 
drifting the country toward a polarization 
of these two groups. How much longer 
can the young wage earner expect to bear 
the ever-increasing burden of the social 
security system? 

Tue Present. As long as there’s a 
Democratic President in the White House, 
we will have a strong and viable social 
security system, free of the threat of bank- 
ruptcy. Although Governor Reagan has 
changed his position lately, on four dif- 
ferent occasions he has advocated making 
social security a voluntary system, which 
would, in effect, very quickly bankrupt it. 
I noticed also in the Wall Street Journal 
earlier this week that a preliminary report 
of his task force advocates making social 
security more sound by reducing the ad- 
justments in social security for the retired 
people to compensate for the impact of 
inflation. These kinds of approaches are 
very dangerous to the security and the 
well-being, and the peace of mind of the 
retired people of this country and those 
approaching retirement age. 

But no matter what it takes in the fu- 
ture to keep social security sound, it must 
be kept that way. And although there was 
a serious threat to the social security sys- 
tem and its integrity during the 1976 cam- 
paign and when I became President, the 
action of the Democratic Congress, work- 
ing with me, has been to put social security 
back on a sound financial basis. That’s 
the way it will stay. 

Mr. Situ. Governor Reagan. 

GoveRNoR REAGAN. Well, that just 
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isn’t true. It has, as I said, delayed the 
actuarial imbalance falling on us for just 
a few years with that increase in taxes. 
And I don’t believe we can go on increas- 
ing the tax, because the problem for the 
young people today is that they’re paying 
in far more than they can ever expect to 
get out. 
Now, again this statement that somehow 
I wanted to destroy it, and I just changed 
my tune, that I am for voluntary social 
security, which would mean the ruin of it. 
Mr. President, the voluntary thing that I 
suggested many years ago was that a 
young man, orphaned and raised by an 
_ aunt who died, his aunt was ineligible for 
social security insurance, because she was 
not his mother. And I suggested that if 
this is an insurance program, certainly the 
person who’s paying in should be able to 
name his own beneficiaries. And that’s the 
closest I’ve ever come to anything volun- 
tary with social security. I, too, am 


pledged to a social security program that 
will reassure these senior citizens of ours 
they're going to continue to get their 


money. 

There are some changes I’d like to 
make. I would like to make a change that 
discriminates in the regulations against a 
wife who works and finds that she then is 
faced with a choice between her husband’s 
benefits, if he dies first, or what she has 
paid in; but it does not recognize that she 
has also been paying in herself, and she is 
entitled to more than she presently can 
get. I’d like to change that. 

Mr. Smiru. President Carter’s rebuttal 
now. 

Tue Present. Fine. These constant 
suggestions that the basic social security 
system should be changed does cause con- 
cern and consternation among the aged of 
our country. It’s obvious that we should 
have a commitment to them, that social 
security benefits should not be taxed, and 
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that there would be no peremptory change 
in the standards by which social security 
payments are made to the retired people. 
We also need to continue to index the so- 
cial security payments so that if inflation 
rises, the social security payments would 
rise a commensurate degree to let the buy- 
ing power of the social security check con- 
tinue intact. 

In the past, the relationship between 
social security and Medicare has been 
very important to provide some modicum 
of aid for senior citizens in the retention of 
health benefits. Governor Reagan, as a 
matter of fact, began his political career 
campaigning around this Nation against 
Medicare. Now we have an opportunity 
to move toward national health insurance, 
with an emphasis on the prevention of 
disease; an emphasis on outpatient care, 
not inpatient care; an emphasis on hos- 
pital cost containment to hold down the 
cost of hospital care for those who are ill; 
an emphasis on catastrophic health insur- 
ance, so that if a family is threatened with 
being wiped out economically because of 
a very high medical bill, then the insur- 
ance would help pay for it. These are the 
kind of elements of a national health in- 
surance, important to the American peo- 
ple. Governor Reagan, again, typically is 
against such a proposal. 

Mr. Smit. Governor. 

GOVERNOR REAGAN. 
again. [Laughter] 

When I opposed Medicare, there was 
another piece of legislation meeting the 
same problem before the Congress. I hap- 
pened to favor the other piece of legisla- 
tion and thought that it would be better 
for the senior citizens and provide better 
care than the one that was finally passed. 
I was not opposing the principle of pro- 
viding care for them. I was opposing one 
piece of legislation as versus another. 


There you go 





Oct. 28 


There is something else about social 
security—of course, that doesn’t come out 
of the payroll tax; it comes out of the gen- 
eral fund—that something should be done 
about. I think it’s disgraceful that the Dis- 
ability Insurance Fund in social security 
finds checks going every month to tens of 
thousands of people who are locked up in 
our institutions for crime or for mental ill- 
ness, and they are receiving disability 
checks from social security every month 
while a State institution provides for all of 
their neeeds and their care. 

Mr. Smiru. President Carter, you have 
the last word on this question. 

Tue Present. I think this debate on 
social security, Medicare, national health 
insurance typifies as vividly as any other 
subject tonight the basic historical differ- 
ences between the Democratic Party and 
the Republican Party. The allusions to 
basic changes in the minimum wage is an- 
other, and the deleterious comments that 
Governor Reagan has made about unem- 
ployment compensation. These commit- 
ments that the Democratic Party has his- 
torically made to the working families of 
this Nation have been extremely impor- 
tant to the growth in their stature and in 
a better quality of life for them. 

I noticed recently that Governor Rea- 
gan frequently quotes Democratic Presi- 
dents, in his acceptance address and 
otherwise. I have never heard a candidate 
for President, who is a Republican, quote 
a Republican President, but when they 
get in office, they try to govern like Re- 
publicans. So, its good for the American 
people to remember there is a sharp basic 
historical difference between Governor 
Reagan and me on these crucial issues— 
also, between the two parties that we rep- 
resent. 

Mr. Sairn. Thank you, Mr. President, 
Governor Reagan. 

We now go to another question, a ques- 
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tion to President Carter by Barbara 
Walters. 


ASSESSMENTS OF OPPONENT 


Ms. Watters. Thank you. 

You have addressed some of the major 
issues tonight, but the biggest issue in the 
minds of American voters is yourselves, 
your ability to lead this country. When 
many voters go into that booth just a 
week from today, they will be voting their 
gut instinct about you men. 

You’ve already given us your rea- 
sons why people should vote for you. Now 
would you please tell us for this your final 
question, why they should not vote for 
your opponent, why his Presidency could 
be harmful to the Nation and, having ex- 
amined both your opponent’s record and 
the man himself, tell us his greatest 
weakness. 


Tue PrEesweENT. Barbara, reluctant as 
I am to say anything critical about Gov- 
ernor Reagan, I will try to answer your 
question. [Laughter] 

First of all, there’s the historical per- 
spective that I just described. This is a 
contest between a Democrat in the main- 
stream of my party, as exemplified by the 
actions that I’ve taken in the Oval Office 
the last 4 years, as contrasted with Gover- 
nor Reagan, who in most cases does typify 
his party, but in some cases, there is a 
radical departure by him from the heri- 
tage of Eisenhower and others. The most 
important crucial difference in this elec- 
tion campaign, in my judgment, is the 
approach to the control of nuclear weap- 
onry and the inclination to control or not 
to control the spread of atomic weapons 
to other nations that don’t presently have 
it, particularly the terrorist nations. 

The inclination that Governor Reagan 
has exemplified in many troubled times 
since he’s been running for President—I 
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think since 1968—to inject American 
military forces in places like North Korea, 
to put a blockade around Cuba this year, 
or in some instances, to project American 
forces into a fishing dispute against the 
small nation of Ecuador on the west 
coast of South America—this is typical of 
his longstanding inclination, on the use of 
American power, not to resolve disputes 
diplomatically and peacefully, but to 
show that the exercise of military power 
is best proven by the actual use of it. 

Obviously, no President wants war, and 
I certainly do not believe that Governor 
Reagan, if he were President, would want 
war. But a President in the Oval Office 
has to make a judgment on almost a daily 
basis about how to exercise the enormous 
power of our country for peace, through 
diplomacy, or in a careless way, in a bellig- 
erent attitude which has exemplified his 
attitudes in the past. 

Mr. Situ. Barbara, would you repeat 
the question for Governor Reagan? 

Ms. Watters. Yes, thank you. Realiz- 
ing that you may be equally reluctant to 


speak ill of your opponent, may I ask why 
people should not vote for your opponent, 
why his Presidency could be harmful to 
the Nation? And having examined both 
your opponent’s record and the man him- 


self, could 
weakness? 


GovERNoR REAGAN. Well, Barbara, I 
believe that there is a fundamental differ- 
ence—and I think it has been evident in 
most of the answers that Mr. Carter has 
given tonight—that he seeks the solution 
to anything as another opportunity for a 
Federal Government program. I happen 
to believe that the Federal Government 
has usurped powers and autonomy and 
authority that belongs back at the State 
and local level—it has imposed on the in- 
dividual freedoms of the people—and 
that there are more of these things that 


you tell us his greatest 
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could be solved by the people themselves, 
if they were given a chance, or by the 
levels of government that were closer to 
them. 

Now, as to why I should be and he 
shouldn’t be, when he was a candidate in 
1976, President Carter invented a thing 
he called the misery index. He added the 
rate of unemployment and the rate of 
inflation, and it came, at that time, to 
12.5 under President Ford. And he 
said that no man with that size misery 
index had a right to seek reelection to the 
Presidency. Today, by his own decision, 
the misery index is in excess of 20 percent, 
and I think this must suggest something. 

But when I have quoted a Democrat 
President, as the President says, I was a 
Democrat. I said many foolish things back 
in those days. [Laughter] But the Presi- 
dent that I quoted had made a promise, 
a Democrat promise, and I quoted him 
because it was never kept. And today, you 
would find that that promise is at the 
very heart of what Republicanism repre- 
sents in this country today. And that’s 
why I believe there are going to be mil- 
lions of Democrats that are going to vote 
with us this time around, because they 
too want that promise kept. It was a 
promise for less government and less taxes 
and more freedom for the people. 

Mr. Smiru. President Carter. 


THE PrEsIDENT. Yes. I mentioned the 
radical departure of Governor Reagan 
from the principles or ideals or historical 
perspective of his own party. I don’t think 
this can be better illustrated than in the 
case with guaranteeing women equal 
rights under the Constitution of our Na- 
tion. For 40 years, the Republican Party 
platforms called for guaranteeing women 
equal rights with a constitutional amend- 
ment. Six predecessors of mine who 
served in the Oval Office called for this 
guarantee of women’s rights. Governor 
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Reagan and the new Republican Party 
has departed from this commitment—a 
very severe blow to the opportunity for 
women finally to correct discrimination 
under which they have suffered. 

When a man and a woman do the 
same amount of work, a man gets paid 
a dollar; a woman only gets paid 59 cents. 
And the equal rights amendment only 
says that equality of rights shall not be 
abridged for women by the Federal Gov- 
ernment or by the State governments. 
That’s all it says—a simple guarantee of 
equality of opportunity which typifies the 
Democratic Party and which is a very im- 
portant commitment of mine, as con- 
trasted with Governor Reagan’s radical 
departure from the longstanding policy 
of his own party. 

Mr. Smirn. Governor Reagan. 

Governor Reacan. Yes. Mr. Presi- 
dent, once again, I happen to be against 
the amendment, because I think the 


amendment will take this problem out of 
the hands of elected legislators and put it 


in the hands of unelected judges. I am 
for equal rights, and while you have been 
in office for 4 years, and not one single 
State—and most of them have a majority 
of Democratic legislators—has added to 
the ratification or voted to ratify the 
equal rights amendment. 


While I was Governor, more than 8 
years ago, I found 14 separate instances 
where women were discriminated against 
in the body of California law, and I had 
passed and signed into law 14 statutes 
that eliminated those discriminations, in- 
cluding the economic ones that you have 
just mentioned, equal pay and so forth. 
I believe that if in all these years that 
we've spent trying to get the amendment, 
that we’d spent as much time correcting 
these laws, as we did in California—and 
we were the first to do it. 


If I were President, I would also now 
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take a look at the hundreds of Federal 
regulations which discriminate against 
women and which go right on while every- 
one is looking for an amendment. I would 
have someone ride herd on those regula- 
tions, and we’d start eliminating those dis- 
criminations in the Federal Government 
against women. 

Mr. Smiru. President Carter. 

Tue Presipent. Yes. Howard, I’m a 
southerner, and I share the basic beliefs 
of my region about an excessive govern- 
ment intrusion into the private affairs of 
American citizens and also into the private 
affairs of the free enterprise system. One 
of the commitments that I made was to 
deregulate the major industries of this 
country. We’ve been remarkably success- 
ful, with the help of the Democratic Con- 
gress. We’ve deregulated the air industry, 
the rail industry, the trucking industry, fi- 
nancial institutions; now working on the 
communications industry. 

In addition to that, I believe this ele- 
ment of discrimination is something that 
the South has seen so vividly as a blight 
on our region of the country which has 
now been corrected—not only racial dis- 
crimination but discrimination against 
people that have to work for a living—be- 
cause we have been trying to pick our- 
selves up by our bootstraps since the long 
Depression years and lead a full and use- 
ful life in the affairs of this country. We’ve 
made remarkable success. It’s part of my 
consciousness and of my commitment to 
continue this progress. 

So, my heritage as a southerner, my ex- 
perience in the Oval Office, convinces me 
that what I’ve just described is a proper 
course for the future. 

Mr. Smiru. Governor Reagan, yours is 
the last word. 

Governor Reacan. Well, my last word 
is again to say that we were talking about 
this very simple amendment and women’s 





Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1980 


rights. And I make it plain again: I am 
for women’s rights. But I would like to 
call the attention of the people to the fact 
that so-called simple amendment could 
be used by mischievous men to destroy 
discriminations that properly belong, by 
law, to women, respecting the physical dif- 
ferences between the two sexes, labor laws 
that protect them against doing things 
that would be physically harmful to them. 
Those could all be challenged by men. 
And the same would be true with regard 
to combat service in the military and so 
forth. 

I thought that was the subject we were 
supposed to be on. But, if we’re talking 
about how much we think about the work- 
ing people and so forth, I’m the only fel- 
low that ever ran for this job who was six 
times president of his own union and still 
has a lifetime membership in that union. 

Mr. SmirH. Gentlemen, each of you 
now have 3 minutes for a closing state- 
ment. President Carter, you’re first. 


CLosinc STATEMENTS 


THE PRESIDENT. First of all, I’d like to 
thank the League of Women Voters for 
making this debate possible. I think it’s 
been a very constructive debate, and I 
hope it’s helped to acquaint the American 
people with the sharp differences between 
myself and Governor Reagan. Also, I want 
to thank the people of Cleveland and 
Ohio for being such hospitable hosts dur- 
ing this last few hours in my life. 

I’ve been President now for almost 4 
years. I’ve had to make thousands of deci- 
sions, and each one of those decisions has 
been a learning process. I’ve seen the 
strength of my Nation, and I’ve seen the 
crises that it approached in a tentative 
way. And I’ve had to deal with those 
crises as best I could. 


As I’ve studied the record between my- 
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self and Governor Reagan, I’ve been im- 
pressed with the stark differences that 
exist between us. I think the results of this 
debate indicate that that fact is true. I 
consider myself in the mainstream of my 
party. I consider myself in the mainstream 
even of the bipartisan list of Presidents 
who’ve served before me. The United 
States must be a nation strong; the United 
States must be a nation secure. We must 
have a society that’s just and fair. And we 
must extend the benefits of our own com- 
mitment to peace, to create a peaceful 
world. 

I believe that since I’ve been in office, 
there’ve been six or eight areas of com- 
bat evolve in other parts of the world. In 
each case, I alone have had to determine 
the interests of my country and the degree 
of involvement of my country. I’ve done 
that with moderation, with care, with 
thoughtfulness; sometimes consulting ex- 
perts. But I’ve learned in this last 3% 
years that when an issue is extremely diffi- 
cult, when the call is very close, the 
chances are the experts will be divided 
almost 50-50. And the final judgment 
about the future of our Nation—war, 
peace, involvement, reticence, thoughtful- 
ness, care, consideration, concern—has to 
be made by the man in the Oval Office. 
It’s a lonely job, but with the involvement 
of the American people in the process, 
with an open government, the job is a very 
gratifying one. 

The American people now are fac- 
ing, next Tuesday, a lonely decision. 
Those listening to my voice will have to 
make a judgment about the future of this 
country. And I think they ought to re- 
member that one vote can make a lot of 
difference. If one vote per precinct had 
changed in 1960, John Kennedy would 
never have been President of this Nation. 
And if a few more people had gone to the 
polls and voted in 1968, Hubert Hum- 





Oct. 28 


phrey would have been President; Rich- 
ard Nixon would not. 

There is a partnership involved. And 
our Nation, to stay strong, to stay at 
peace, to raise high the banner of human 
rights, to set an example for the rest of 
the world, to let our deep beliefs and com- 
mitments be felt by others in all other 
nations is my plan for the future. I ask 
the American people to join me in this 
partnership. 

Mr. Smiru. Governor Reagan. 

Governor Reacan. Yes, I would like 
to add my words of thanks, too, to the 
ladies of the League of Women Voters for 
making these debates possible. I’m sorry 
that we couldn’t persuade the bringing in 
of the third candidate, so that he could 
have been seen also in these debates. But 
still, it’s good that at least once, all three 
of us were heard by the people of this 
country. 

Next Tuesday is election day. Next 
Tuesday all of you will go to the polls: 
you'll stand there in the polling place and 
make a decision. I think when you make 
that decision, it might be well if you 
would ask yourself, are you better off than 
you were 4 years ago? Is it easier for you 
to go and buy things in the stores than it 
was 4 years ago? Is there more or less un- 
employment in the country than there 
was 4 years ago? Is America as respected 
throughout the world as it was? Do you 
feel that our security is as safe, that we’re 
as strong as we were 4 years ago? And if 
you answer all of those questions yes, why 
then, I think your choice is very obvious 
as to who you'll vote for. If you don’t 
agree, if you don’t think that this course 
that we’ve been on for the last 4 years is 
what you would like to see us follow for 
the next 4, then I could suggest another 
choice that you have. 

This country doesn’t have to be in the 
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shape that it is in. We do not have to goon 
sharing in scarcity, with the country get- 
ting worse off, with unemployment grow- 
ing. We talk about the unemployment 
lines. If all of the unemployed today were 
in a single line allowing 2 feet for each one 
of them, that line would reach from New 
York City to Los Angeles, California. All 
of this can be cured, and all of it can be 
solved. 

I have not had the experience the Presi- 
dent has had in holding that office, but I 
think in being Governor of California, the 
most populous State in the Union—if it 
were a nation, it would be the seventh- 
ranking economic power in the world— 
I, too, had some lonely moments and deci- 
sions to make. I know that the economic 
program that I have proposed for this 
Nation in the next few vears can resolve 
many of the problems that trouble us to- 
day. I know because we did it there. We 
cut the cost—the increased cost of govern- 
ment—the increase in half over the 8 
years. We returned $5.7 billion in tax 
rebates, credits, and cuts to our people. 
We, as I’ve said earlier, fell below the na- 
tional average in inflation when we did 
that. And I know that we did give back 
authority and autonomy to the people. 


I would like to have a crusade today, 
and I would like to lead that crusade with 
your help. And it would be one to take 
government off the backs of the great peo- 
ple of this country and turn you loose 
again to do those things that I know you 
can do so well, because you did them and 
made this country great. 

Thank you. 


Mr. Situ. Gentlemen, ladies and 
gentlemen, for 60 years the League of 
Women Voters has been committed to 
citizen education and effective participa- 
tion of Americans in governmental and 
political affairs. The most critical element 
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of all in that process is an informed citizen 
who goes to the polls and who votes. 

On behalf of the League of Women 
Voters, now, I would like to thank Presi- 
dent Carter and Governor Reagan for be- 
ing with us in Cleveland tonight. And, 
ladies and gentlemen, thank you and good 
night. 

NOTE: The debate began at 9:30 p.m. in the 
Cleveland Convention Center Music Hall. It 
was broadcast live on radio and television. 

Ruth J. Hinerfeld is chair of the League of 


Women Voters Education Fund, and Howard 
K. Smith is a correspondent with ABC News. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


The following listing includes the Pres- 
ident’s public schedule and other items of 
general interest announced by the White 
House Press Office and not included else- 
where in this issue. 


October 25 

Following campaign appearances in 
Ohio, the President went to Camp David, 
Md., for a weekend stay. 
October 27 


The President returned to the White 
House from Camp David. 


NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


NoTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following listing contains releases of the 
White House Press Office which are not in- 
cluded in this issue. 


Released October 24, 1980 


Advance text: opening remarks to area resi- 
dents in Gloucester City, N.J. 


Released October 24 ,1980 


Advance text: remarks to area residents in 
Waterville Township, Ohio 

News conference: on agricultural issues—by 
Secretary of Agriculture Bob Bergland in 
Waterville Township, Ohio 

Advance text: remarks to the Council on For- 
eign Relations in Denver, Colo.—by Zhbig- 
niew Brzezinski, Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


NoTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter during the period covered by this issue. 








Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


This issue includes White House press releases and an- 
nouncements issued during the period October 24-28, which 
were received by the Office of the Federal Register. 

The President left the White House on October 27 for a 
week of campaign activities. Additional releases and an- 
nouncements issued by the White House during this period 
will be printed as they become available. 
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